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We are four students from various backgrounds taking the design studio 
Suburbs - Design and Future Challenges which is offered under the master 
program Design for Sustainable Development by the Department of 
Architecture at Chalmers University of Technology.

The studio aims at highlighting the significance of the social dimension of 
sustainable development, largely by the practice of citizens’ participation 
in planning. Students are trained to develop methods of including local 
stakeholders in the planning process of their local built environment.

During the course our work has been divided into two parts of which 
the first focused on gaining a broad understanding of Hammarkullen in 
general. The second part was an in-depth project in which we have chosen 
to work with guidelines for how to make the building Hammarkulletorget 
62 a centre for people, culture and knowledge, a people’s magnet.

What you now hold in your hand is the result of our in-depth project.

/Karin Berggren, Mia Börjesson, Kevin Kadede och Frida Skarp
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“The current actors as the driving force.”
- Student

“Try to build a culture of diversity.” 
- Current Actor

“The house has an identity crisis.”
-Current Actor

“Think as a human, not as an architect.”
- Teacher Student

“Honest disagreement is often a good sign of progress.” 
/ Mahatma Gandhi

“It should be a democratic process.” 
-Current Actor
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Program

What
The project on Hammarkulletorget 62 is focussed on creating a process 
document for the vision building process currently being initiated among 
the organisations in the house. The result is to be a platform for further 
negotiation and development, both inside and outside the house. The 
project has collected and represented ideas from different stakeholders in 
guidelines for the development both of the social and physical structures of 
the house. These are to inspire and highlight the core issues of

visibility•	
accessibility•	
collaboration and links.•	

Why
The development of #62 has the potential to extend the concept of 
Göteborg as #the knowledge city” to the periphery, creating an arena 
for formal and informal knowledge to meet and interact. It could further 
contribute to the attractivity of Hammarkullen from the outside, branding 
it as a business and meeting place, and be part of changing the stigmatised 
image of Hammarkullen.

#62 has the potential to become a meeting place where all of 
Hammarkullen are given the opportunity to grow, learn, share resources 
and fulfil potentials. The house could be a platform for newly arrived 
immigrants to step into the Swedish society.

Whom
The clients of the project are the current organisations, using it as a 
platform for further negotiations and design solutions in the future. The 
investments for the end result of this longer process could potentially 
be shared among the the current organisations, the owner and the 
municipality, due to a common interest in its development.

The stakeholders that has been involved in the project are
Owner•	
Current organisations•	
Visitors: University and FIA students, occasional users of the library, •	
citizen’s office and Folkets hus, elderly residents and restaurant 
costumers
Potential organisations/initiatives: El sistema, Hammarkullen 365, •	
Digital storytelling project, Mixgården and schools in the area
Non-users: Children, youth and adults living in Hammarkullen•	

With more time at our disposal, we would have liked to further develop 
the contact with local associations, visitors and non-users. This should be 
considered in the further process.
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How
The main part of the process has been to gather information and ideas 
among the stakeholders, through interviews, workshops and interactive 
posters. The ideas has been processed and analysed, parallel to making 
architectural analysis of the building. This has lead to the formulation 
of guidelines for the design and future development of the house. The 
guidelines has then been illustrated in versions, some potential outcomes 
of using them, and presented with inspirational design solutions from 
elsewhere. The result was presented at an exhibition and public meeting at 
Folkets Hus December 16th 2010.

sep oct nov dec jan

dialogue analysis
presentation

pre project
project

reflection
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Background
Sweden and Göteborg

Poverty and Overcrowding
The Swedish 1930s were marked by poverty, economic crisis, 
unemployment and a growing housing shortage, and a decreasing birth 
rate in the country due to overcrowding and poor housing. In 1920, 54% of 
all homes in the country consisted of one bedroom or less. The number of 
births had dropped by a couple of hundred thousand from 1920 to 1930. 

When the Socialists party came to power in 1932 they started a 44 year 
long period of government which would mean a social change that has 
strongly influenced the development of the Swedish society. The housing 
issue became a question of democratic equality, with the ultimate aims to 
provide all citizens, regardless of social class, with the same opportunities 
to control and manage their lives, and primarily their housing situation.

In no other comparable country has a political party had so much 
influence under such a long period over developing and designing housing 
environments.

The Urban Increasing Population 
During the 1950s the Swedish business community underwent a radical 
change. People went from working primarily in agriculture, to working in 
industry, administration and service activities. One effect of this change 
was the rapid urbanization that followed the relocation of labour from rural 
to urban areas. The three largest urban areas of Stockholm, Gothenburg 
and Malmö suddenly increased by an average of 40 000 people per year. 
This meant a strong pressure on the housing market. 

Sweden Demolished
In 1963 work began in Göteborg, a sanitation project that became one 
of the largest ever in Sweden and affecting 80 000 people. 40 percent of 
Göteborg’s oldest housing stock disappeared during the decade from 1960 
to 1970 when the old central urban area was cleaned up. To some extent 
the demolished city buildings were replaced with new and functional 
housing, but several new and large-scale suburban areas were also added.
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The Million Program
All of the Swedish people were to be provided with good and sanitary 
housing at affordable rents, and in 1965 the parliament adopted the 
Socialist government’s so-called Million program, a plan to build 100 000 
dwellings per year from 1965 to 1975. This was going to be one of the 
largest construction projects ever undertaken in Europe. 

Functionalism
“Functionalism” became the visual expression of the housing politics of the 
time, and the inspiration came from Germany, Holland and France, where 
famous architects including Le Corbusier, Walter Gropius and others stated 
examples. The Stockholm Exhibition in 1930 was the breakthrough of 
functionalism in Sweden, and it was architects such as Sven Markelius and 
Uno Åhrén who took the lead with their ideas of  a more healthy, human-
friendly city with a large detached house bathed in light and surrounded by 
nature and parks. 
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Hammarkullen 
Hammarkullen is situated on a hill10 kilometres north east of central 
Göteborg, in the Angered region. From the higher parts of Hammarkullen 
you can see the city centre. With the tram it takes 14 minutes to get from 
Hammarkullen to the central station, which is less time than from many 
more centrally placed parts like Marklandsgatan in Högsbo or Chapmans 
torg in Majorna. The bike lane to the city centre is separated from car 
traffic, and around 9km long. Construction of Hammarkullen was started 
in 1968 and consisted of 2670 apartments and a plan area of 123,000 m2. It 
was completed in 1973, and, except from the demolition of one of the slab 
blocks surrounding the square, little has been changed since then. 

Hammarkullen mostly contains large scale multi-family houses separated 
from each other by open green areas. The east and west parts of the area 
was later complemented with about 360 homes in terraced houses and 
single family houses. 

The planners estimated that 300 000 people would live in the region of 
Angered, this at a time when the entire population of Göteborg was 400 
000. Soon after the building started, the previously strong growth of the 
city declined. With a decreasing population, the grand visions proved to 

be overambitious. Currently Angered has about 48 000 inhabitants. This 
has meant that the accessibility to services is drastically more poor than 
originally planned and the districts of the area remains  isolated from each 
other and the city centre.

In 1974, 7000 people lived in Hammarkullen, 27% were immigrants 
mostly from Finland. In the square you could find two banks, a post office, 
a bakery, a supermarket and a hair salon among other things. Today the 
number of inhabitants is about the same, with 7787 (2010) persons living 
in the area. More than half of the population is born abroad or have parents 
born abroad. In spite of the population being about the same in number 
now as in the 70’s the functions and services offered around the square and 
in Hammarkullen in general today have decreased severely. 

Background
Hammarkullen

Göteborg City Centre

Hammarkullen
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Hammarkullen today has several pre- , primary and elementary schools 
up to year nine. To attend the gymnasium one has to go in to town or to 
Angered Centrum. Preparatory courses for higher education are avilable 
through Folkhögskolan i Angered and The Music College. The university is 
located in the city centre.

82% of Hammarkullen’s citizens between the ages 25 and 64 have 
completed two years of high school or more. Still, the unemployment rate 
in Hammarkullen as is dubble the average in Göteborg. 

Level of Education in Hammarkullen 2010
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Background
The Building

Th e building Hammarkulletorget 62, commonly known as Folkets Hus 
among people in Hammarkullen, is situated in the centre right outside 
the tram stop and forms part of the square. It was built by Architect N 
E Eriksson in 1971 and is owned by Göteborgslokaler. Apart from an 
apartment hotel it also contained the large elderly care centre, Hammarhus, 
still here today. 

In 1986 Folkets Hus moved into the building and it erected an extension in 
two fl oors on the south end of the house. Th is made room for an event hall 
and a bigger, more open entrance. Th e entrance was remodelled and turned 
into a pizzeria in 1991. Other modifi cations to the building include interior 
renovation of Hammarhus in 1994 and an extension of the library 1997. 

A number of diff erent functions are found in the building today but there 
are also fl oors waiting to be fi lled with new activities. Currently fl oors three 
and seven are empty and on fl oor fi ve the Resource team will move out 
shortly.

Scale 1:400
Kl. 11.00, cloudy 
25.11.2010

wall 2035.2

wall 371

wall 48,6

curtains down 
65,35

windows 158,3986

windows 4,8

curtains down 
62.2072windows 366,4864
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Centre for Urban Studies

Folkhögskolan i Angered (FiA), Music College, Du och Jag

Marias Pizzeria

Folkets Hus Hammarkullen

Library and Citizen’s Offi  ce

Hammarhus Elderly Care Centre

Elderly Health Care

Hammarhus Day Activity Centre

Restaurang Hammargrytan
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Architectural Description
Size: 108x14m

Floors: 8

Frame construction: concrete

Façade: exposed aggregate of crushed marble

Façade colour: light grey

Extension: yellow lid panel and fl at sheet cassett es

Roof shape: fl at

Roof materials: roofi ng felt

Exterior features: vertical bay window, the lower fl oors partly glazed

Interior: mostly long corridors with small rooms on both sides
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Plans

Entrance Floor 1:600

Location Plan

Marias	pizzeria Library/
Citizen’s	Office Activity	center Hammarhus Hammargrytan	

Restaurant

Lo
bb

y
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First Floor 1:600

Second Floor 1:600

Folkets	Hus

terrace

Radio	
station

FIA

Hammarsalen

Hammarhus

Hammarhus
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Process

Research
During the first four weeks of the design studio the students undertook 
general research of the area including taking walks around the area as well 
as having interviews with and house visits to a number of residents to get a 
general impression of the area. From this we defined areas of interest which 
helped forming the basis of our design project groups.

When we started the project, we knew it was important for us to have 
a proper understanding of the house and a proper understanding of 
Hammarkullen in general. We therefore carried out research on the history 
of Hammarkullen, being one of the million program suburbs in Sweden, 
and focused more on #62 and the area surrounding it, including the square.

Information Gathering
We conducted interviews, first with the different organizations currently 
in the building and then with organizations not at present in the house but 
of great interest in the project, to get their perceptions on and ideas for the 
house. 

Along the process of having group workshops with the different 
organizations we realized a lot of issues that needed to be addressed inside 
the house before bringing on board external organizations. We then 
conducted workshops with different interest groups to get their ideas and 
make them part of our project.

With focus on the building, the square, the tram stop and the green area 
behind #62 we did analysis and observations of various issues at different 
times, days and weather conditions.

Processing
All ideas, information and the results of the analysis were put together and 
structured under several categories. Out of this material we formulated 
guidelines for further development of the house, gathered inspiration 
pictures and created versions under the different topics. This to inspire 
people to take part in the ongoing process and come up with new ideas and 
solutions for it.
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Actors
Current

Folkhögskolan i Angered (FiA) has 25 students and 7 employees. The 
school moved into this house in 1994 but today the whole administration 
is situated here too. FiA offers mostly basic education on primary and high 
school level, and is focused on working with people on a local level and 
promoting future studies. The ideal behind the school is that all people are 
different, but have an equal value. The studies here are supposed to lead to 
increased confidence and a will to engage in society. 
User profile: Adults 20-50 years old
        

The Music College started in October 2010 and occupies one of the 
rooms in FiA’s corridor. It is a 1-year course in cooperation with the 
Music University (GU Artisten) and is designed to prepare the current 13 
students for either higher education or developing their music on their 
own. Today the Music College is cooperating with El Sistema and share 
their spaces at Hammarkulsskolan. Parts of the course are taking place in 
the city centre and the idea is that this will shorten the mental distance 
from the preparatory course to actual university studies and help make new 
useful contacts.
User profile: Youth 18-27 years old 

  Jag och Du started as an Eritrean radio station but is now Persian. 
It is based in a small space on FiAs corridor, but has no organisational 
relation with FiA. 
User profile: no visitors

Centre for Urban Studies  is a part of Chalmers and Göteborg University 
and is interested in the relation between place, identity and learning. Urban 
Studies is looking for ways to build bridges between the city centre and the 
periphery of the city and thereby let not only the university reach out to 
the suburb, but also the knowledge from the suburb enrich and develop the 
universities and the city as a whole. 
User profile: Young adults 20-35 years old

Folkets Hus Hammarkullen is a  non-profit association which was formed 
in 1978. The association has 150 share holders, both associations and 
individuals and 3 permanent employees.
Folkets Hus aims at being an open meeting place where people from 
different ethnic, social and cultural backgrounds can meet throughout the 
year. Many organised activities take place on the premises, mostly with a 
focus on children and youth, but they can also be rented privately. 
User profile: Out of 30 activities in a week, 10 are for adults and 20 are for 
children and youth.
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The Library  opened in 1991 and has 3 full time employees. It was extended 
to current size in 1997.  It is a central point in Hammarkullen, and most of 
the visitors to 62B are heading to this destination. The library has been run 
on a contract with Folkets Hus until now, but will in January 2011 be taken 
over by the municipality. In the library you find books but also DVDs and 
music for borrowing, and there are a few computers for public use. 
User profile: mostly adults and children, mainly women

The Citizen’s Office shares space with the library. Together, the 
organisations have around 100 000 visitors per year. The 3 employees tend 
to people who need information about their region and the municipality. 
This includes help with a bureaucratic procedure, like registering a child for 
preschool, applying for a grant to a private association; handle the contact 
with social services, the unemployment office, the tax office, or similar 
issues. 
User profile: Adults 19-90 years old, more women than men

Marias Pizzeria was taken over by the current owner two years ago and 
has three people working there. They have a well established circle of 
customers and know most of them very well. The pizzeria also serves as an 
important meeting place in Hammarkullen.
User profile: Adults 20-60 years old, mainly men

Hammarhus elderly care centre has 108 residents and 120 full time 
employees. It has existed in its current location since the house was built 
but underwent an interior renovation in 1994. Today it consists of an 
entrance floor with a day activity centre open for residents from the 7 
residential floors and elderly around Hammarkullen. The residential floors 
have departments for dementia patients, psycho geriatric patients and 
general elderly residences. 
User profile: Elderly 70+ years old and their visiting relatives

Restaurang Hammargrytan is a part of the elderly care centre, but also 
opens to the public for lunch. 6 people are employed here by the the city 
district administration. The restaurant produces 200 lunches every day; to 
the residents of the care centre, to Hemtjänsten and to Solängen, another 
care centre. They also serve breakfasts and light dinners to Hammarhus. 
They have recently started Monday meetings in the restaurant for elderly 
people in the area to come and socialise while having lunch. 
User profile: Elderly 70+ years old
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Actors
External

There is an enormously wide range of cultural, athletic and religious 
associations in Hammarkullen and also a big annual cultural carnival. 
The activities and actors are many, but due to limited time we have 
chosen to speak to a few.

Digital Storytelling , DST, aims  to create meetings between people in a 
divided city. Through Digital Storytelling people get a chance to tell their 
story and hear other peoples stories. With simple short films the goal is 
to challenge prejudice and increase the understanding between different 
parts of the city. The project is led by Ismail Ishal and Enver Ramirez, and 
they are hoping to make the DST media enter a permanent institution in 
Hammarkullen.

Hammarkullen 365  is a project that promotes Hammarkullen by showing 
the cultural assets and the knowledge that exists in the area. By mapping 
and organising cultural workers already active in the community, project 
leader Gloria Esteban wants to make Hammarkullen more attractive 
to economic interests and create opportunities for new collaborations. 
The project aims to use culture as an engine for the development of 
Hammarkullen.

El Sistema is an organisation  that is addressing children in Hammarkullen, 
especially those from weak socio-economic groups in society. With 
El Sistema in Venezuela as a role model, project manager Johanna 
Ericsson aims to show the potential that music has in social and human 
development. The project consists of optional classes in classical music 
held in Hammarkullsskolan 3-5 afternoons a week at no cost for the pupils. 
There is also a close cooperation with Göteborgs Symfonikerna, and the 
aim is to involve not only Hammarkullen but the entire city region.

Vänstay is the Wednesday meeting for children and parents from the El 
Sistema group. They get together for an hour every Wednesday night to eat 
together and share an activity.

Hammarkullsskolan - Culture Profile is under construction and will 
start during 2011. The idea is to work with aesthetic learning processes in 
education, culture as a tool for leraning. By this profile the school hopes 
to become such a strong brand that parents actively send their children 
here and that the name brings a sense of pride among pupils, parents and 
inhabitants in Hammarkullen. The school will work together with local 
associations and strive to be open for them as well as for parents and 
families. A first step will be taken during this spring by having an “open 
stage” once a month.
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Mixgården  is the municipal youth centre in Hammarkullen, and the natural 
meeting place for teenagers in the area. The centre is also open for children 
in year 4-6 of primary school, weekdays between 2.30 and 5pm. In the 
evenings the centre welcomes youth between the ages of 13 and 20. 
Tuesdays through Thursdays the centre is open 6-9.30pm and Fridays 
6-11pm. Mondays are for girls only, and stays open between 6-9pm. 

Ateljé Mångfald is  an artist studio in Sandeslätt, in a space that used to be a 
storage room for bikes. Here a couple of local artists have their workspace 
and sometimes also temporary exhibitions.

The Day Activity Centre is a part of Hammarhus, but is open to seniors 
both from within and outside the house and Hammarkullen. They meet 
once a week to have coffee, do arts and crafts or just talk. 

Community Outreach in Teaching is  an elective course in community 
pedagogy within the teaching program at the University of Göteborg. The 
course has a practical focus and takes place in different institutions around 
Lärjedalen to give the students closeness to the reality of what they are 
learning.
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Methods

Interviews
We were seeking an understanding of the different organizations and 
groups that use the house, their views of the house and what they thought 
would make it function better as a house of people, knowledge and culture. 
This we did by asking questions and having open discussions about the 
house and Hammarkullen in general with a total of 15 individuals from the 
10 different organizations currently in the house and a group of students 
from FIA. We also asked the different organizations their individual desires 
and visions for the house.

In addition we also interviewed representatives from a number of external 
organizations that were of interest to our project as well including El 
Sistema, Digital Storytelling, Hammarkullen 365, Community Outreach 
in Teaching (from Goteborg University), Göteborgslokaler, and a group of 
artists from Hammarkullen.

Interactive Posters
Opinion Posters was a method we used. We put up these posters together 
with sticky note pads and pens in the Library and in the elevators for one 
week to get the people using these facilities to write their thoughts on the 
house and on the concept of knowledge as a whole, while their identity was 
kept anonymous. This method was also employed during an open house 
at the Urban Studies Center where some guest had the opportunity to put 
down their comments.

It was very instrumental in giving us new insight into what people thought 
about our project as they were able to give both negative and positive 
comments due to their identities being held anonymous.

Light Walk
We took part in a walk around the building and the square at night 
together with a group of 8 individuals, most of them being residents of 
Hammarkullen. This was to give us an evening view of the building and 
what kind of ‘light effect’ it had on its surrounding, especially the square at 
night.
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Field Observations
We made observations from walks we did at different times, days and 
weather conditions around the house. We focused our attention on the 
square, the tram stop and the green area behind the house since these are 
directly connected to our building; and in the lobby where we counted the 
number of people accessing the building during different hours of the day 
in terms of their age, gender, and the places they visited in the building. We 
also monitored how many people just came and stood idle in the lobby and 

how long they took.

Workshops
Our workshops involved the use of a wide array of inspirational pictures 
with small groups (maximum of five people). We conducted the interviews 
by asking questions to the participants and they were then required to 
choose pictures from the collection that represented their answers to the 
questions asked and write down their comments. Each person then had 
a few minutes to explain their pictures and comments to the rest of the 
group, and this was followed by a short discussion by the group on each 

other’s comments.

The purpose of the workshops was to get an understanding of the 
people views and interpretations of the building, knowledge and on 
Hammarkullen in general. We used this method at five occasions, with 
a total of 30 people from different organizations both from within and 

outside the house.

“In Hammarkullen everybody loves each 
other, but no one knows where to go.” 
-Youth
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Findings
Interviews
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Findings
Workshops



31



32

Findings
Workshops
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Guidelines
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What is a guideline?
Guidelines are interpretive and explanatory recommendations to be used 
as a tool for designers and their clients when discussing and forming a 
project. They can also be used to increase the public awareness of design 
issues and options. The purpose of the guidelines is to raise key issues for 
how to develop a good design solution. It is important to see the guidelines 
as advisory, not mandatory. This means a design proposal should strive to 
fulfill the guidelines but cannot be denied if all are not met. A guideline 
cannot be area specific nor guarantee a high quality construction of the 
building.

What are these guidelines for?
These guidelines should be seen as a starting point for further development 
of the building at Hammarkulletorget 62. They originate from thoughts, 
ideas and wishes expressed by people and organizations in Hammarkullen 
and are a way of securing that the people’s opinions get heard. They have 
been developed for the internal/existing actors since they need to be the 
driving force in this development. They are means for both internal and 
external communication.

Meeting places

Individual 
development

Visionsary philosophy

New collaborations

Indoor space

Lobby

Exterior space

DESIGN 
GUIDELINES

Specific functions

VISION
GUIDELINES

Guidelines
Structure

Mobility
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Indoor space

Lobby

Exterior space

Mobility

The structure of our guidelines
Through the process of collecting ideas, nine different topics of discussion 
has emerged. The first four, Visionary philosophy, Individual development, 
New collaborations and Specific functions, describe ideas about the house 
as a unit, it’s inhabitants and outside connections. From the Visionary 
philosophy we can follow the needs of Individual development and the 
ideas of New Collaborations. From the result of these stems the Specific 
functions.
 
The second parts relates to spatial conditions of the house, divided in the 
topics Exterior space, Lobby, Mobility, Indoor space and Meeting places. 
Within these topics we have taken the ideas, analyzed the current situation 
and interpreted these into design guidelines. The effects of following the 
guidelines are presented along with the ideas. An inspiration database for 
the future process provides ideas and solutions from other contexts. To 
visualize the potential outcomes of the guidelines, we have made versions 
of what following the guidelines could mean in practice. The versions have 
been divided into small and large, providing different otions for different 
time frames and budgets. These are not to be seen as design proposals, but 
as inspirational versions of the guidelines. The guidelines can of course also 
give other versions and design solutions further along in the process. The 
versions we have produces can however be a helpful tools when discussing 
and evaluating the guidelines. 

ideas

Guidelines

Effect

Analysis Versions

Inspiration
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“Cities have the capability of providing 
something for everybody, only because, 
and only when, they are created by 
everybody.” 
/ Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities

During the interviews and workshops we have carried out, the future 
image that has been presented to us from different actors has been rather 
homogenous. This  image concerns the visionary philosophy of the house, 
in itself, in Hammarkullen and in a larger context.

The house should be a centre for people, culture and knowledge. In 
that sense the building should reflect the entire width of the embodied 
knowledge in Hammarkullen

The house should create its own culture, a new social pattern, made up 
of all the different pieces that it consists of

There should be activities to encourage creative dialogue within the 
building, creating a feeling of togetherness and positive attitude in the 
house

All decisions made should be based on a democratic process

The strengths of each organisation should be supported and 
developed

Introduction The House
Visionary Philosophy
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All projects in the building should come from, or relate to, 
Hammarkullen, and the citizens of the area should be an active part of 
them

All activities in the building should aim to become more visible 
and available to the community, the building should be a place for 
discussions and creating public opinion

The house should bring people together in every way imaginable, it 
should be filled with people of all ages, men and women from different 
cultures and interests

The house should be the natural place to turn to for help, support and 
inspiration

The building should be a central point in Hammarkullen, and work as 
an engine for the development of the area

The building should be a link between organisations and institutions 
in the city centre and the periphery of Gothenburg, enabling a mutual 
collaboration

The building should seize and give importance to the collective 
knowledge and experience of the region and use that for educating 
and enriching other people and other regions

The House in Hammarkullen The House in the World
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Individual Development

ORGANISATION

own idea

+ idea from someone else

Our comment

“A chain is no stronger than its weakest link.” 
/ William James

Building on the guideline that “the strengths of each organisation should 
be supported and developed” the needs of each organisations should 
be  important aspects brought into the discussion and negotiation of 
development for the entire house. Here ideas concerning the needs of each 
organisations are presented with our comments on development.
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To make Hammargrytan a public restaurant 
it needs to be more visible, open and 
accesible. It should then also interact more 
with the square. It could be extended to 
the adjcent outer space or upwards on the 
terrace to interact more with the square.

HAMMARHUS

direct access to hammargrytan

hammargrytan

improve the outdoor space 
on the west side

more space for storage

more contact with the ground 
for all residents

a new two-story elderly care center

smaller units

more space

renovate the restaurant kitchen

new furniture

a cosy and home-like feeling
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Both the library and citizens office 
needs to be close to the lobby for 
easy access. They should also have 
a connection to and interact with 
activities at the square.

CITIZENS OFFICE

LIBRARY

MARIAS PIZZERIA

Marias pizzeria acts as a major 
meeting point and therefore needs a 
good connection to both the ground 
and the square.

The library requires more spaces 
and could be developed into a 
meeting place. The lobby could be an 
extension of the library and used as a 
newspaper reading room.

more space

more space

bigger offices

meeting rooms

study rooms

+ space for new media

+ a newspaper reading room

+ strenghthening the library as 
the source of knowledge

develop into a restaurant

a new interior

new terraces

stay in place
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Urban Studies needs bigger lecture rooms, 
that could be shared with e.g. FIA. The centre 
needs to be more visible and accessible to be 
able to reach out with its activities to the people 
of Hammarkullen.

MUSIC COLLEGE

+ studios open for students 
after hours

+ sound proof rehearsal rooms

URBAN STUDIES increased visibility

FIA
more space

signs to show the activities

develop collaboration 
with urban studies

+ more space

increased visibility
more space

FOLKETS HUS

find use for the terrace
+ more visible and accessible 
when entering the building

+ the reception should be close to the building

better exhibitions space

better lighting

a childen’s corner

find use for the former 
air raid shelter
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“No one can whistle a symphony.  
It takes a whole orchestra to play it.” 
/ H.E. Luccock

To expand the horizon for the house and it’s integration with 
Hammarkullen, the possibilities to tie new organisations and ideas 
to the network is of great importance. Here are the ideas of new 
collaborations, activities and functions that have come up in the 
process, divided in the categories education and culture.

New Collaborations

an employment agency

incorporate the TRISS project

an information centre with guidance 
in the educational area

collaborate actively with the schools 
and school career counsellors

a wider collaboration between the elderly 
care centre and the other activities

a close connection to Hammarkullsskolan

EDUCATION
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a link between culture and sports

a close link between the pizzeria and 
the rest of the house

a connection to the proposed 
future café of Röda stugan

a map of networks and cultural 
workers in Hammarkullen

“art walks” in Hammarkullen
a media centre

bring parts of Folkets Hus’ activities to  
Hammarhus

make the carnival into a centre for 
alternative culture

CULTURE
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“The knowledge of the world is only to be 
acquired in the world, and not in a closet.” 
/ Lord Chesterfield, Letters to His Son, 1746

To realise the visions, individual needs and the potential new 
collaborations, some specific functions has been brought up to the table. 
These functions could be developed through existing assets or created 
with new elements. Here we explore the ideas of an event space, exhibition 
space, temporary project space, education facilities.

Specific Functions
Introduction

idea

Guidelines

Effect
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Event Space

Guidelines
To host events and cultural performances, the house should contain 
a larger space, fl exible and technically equipped for a wide variety of 
activities. 

Th e space should be available for all functions inside the house and 
also for external organisations and private persons 

Th e event space should be visible from the outside and have a central 
role in the house

Eff ect
Th e event space could be the most important meeting place for the 
house that contributes the most to the cultural life and activities of 
Hammarkullen. It could be designed to be a central node of the intense 
activities in the house, to facilitate outreach activities and contribute to the 
physical environment of the square.

a dance fl oor

a levelled gallery

a moveable stage

an acoustically 
well designed 
concert  venue

a cinema

a dance fl oor



48

Exhibition Space

Guidelines
Th e house should provide spaces for exhibiting local and external 
artists and projects as well as the activities in the house

Th e exhibition spaces should be diverse and off er diff erent 
possibilities

Eff ect
Exhibitions become an activity in the common spaces, inviting people 
to stay and interact. Th e exhibition spaces could give local artists 
opportunities for exposure and they would in turn help build the identity 
of  the house. Creating an exchange with established cultural venues 
could further inspire and strengthen the position of the cultural life of 
Hammarkullen. a lobby exhibition

a gallery

exhibitions in the 
communication 
spaces

an outdoor 
exhibition
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Temporary Project Space

Guidelines
Beside the institutions of the house there should be room for more 
informal, short term projects of diff erent kinds in the building

Parts of the temporary project spaces should be fl exible to fulfi l 
general and short term needs 

Parts of the temporary project spaces should have specifi c 
programmes for diff erent projects sharing a common long term need 

Eff ects
Mixing permanent and temporary functions and activities contributes 
to a lively and interactive environment. Th e short term projects might 
bring new ideas and infl uences while the permanent institutions bring 
stability and continuity. Temporary project spaces  makes the house and its 
resources available for a broader public. Th ey also fulfi l a pronounced need 
in Hammarkullen.

exhibitions in the 
communication 
spaces

a radio station

an artist studio

a music studio
and rehearsal room

a dance studio

a black box

offi ces
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Educational  Facilities

Guidelines
Th e house should provide a wide range of education facilities

Th e organisations of the house should together organise an effi  cient 
use of the spaces they share interest in

Th e education facilities should vary from private to public character

Eff ects
An effi  cient use of the education facilities would save resources, develop 
the collaboration between the organisations and make space for other 
activities. Diff erent characters of space is needed to support the diverse 
activities. Facilities with a public character are important to foster 
interaction with the public.

a dance fl oor

an outreach 
meeting room on 
the ground fl oor

lecture rooms

study rooms

seminar /
conference rooms
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Webpage

Guidelines
All activities should be collectively displayed at a common web page

The common webpage should present an overview of the different 
organisations and link to individual webpages

The webpage should be continuously updated and user friendly

Effects
A digital space could serve both as a meeting place and a means of 
communication for the activities, within the building as well as the public. 
It could be a forum for those who are active in Hammarkullen to reach out 
to the rest of the city with their work. The web portal can be a developed to 
be interactive and inspirational for both the organisations and the visitors.

a webpage 
catalogue of 
cultural 
associations in
Hammarkullen
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“ Good city quality at eye level should be 
considered a basic human right.”
/ Jan Gehl Cities for people

#62 is the first thing that meets your eye when you exit the tram stop and 
set foot in Hammarkullen, maybe for the first time. It gives you a first 
impression of the place to which you have come. The building is also an 
important function in creating a safe and interesting environment at the 
square. Today none of the activities, the life, the colours and the diversity 
that represents Hammarkullen is visible on the outside of building #62.

Exterior Space
Introduction
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The analysis of the main flows at the square shows that many people pass 
and enter the building every day. Outside the building there is a lack of 
information about the present functions and activities and the closed 
façade reveals very little of what goes on inside. Adding to the visibility 
problem is also the fact that a big part of the few windows have the 
curtains down and this, on the ground floor where visual interaction is 
very important. The long, spacious terrace that runs along the first floor 
is a great potential, though today underutilized. The 108 metres long 
building has a grey and monotone façade with typical million programme 
characteristics.

Analysis
 

Movement between Square, Tramstop and the House

#62

Tram 
Stop

A B

S E N W

Main flows on the square
Entrances

Proportion glass and wall

Ground level

First floor
Higher ground level

Glass
Wall
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Analysis

Scale 1:400
Kl. 11.00, cloudy 
25.11.2010

wall 2035.2

wall 371

wall 48,6

curtains down 
65,35

windows 158,3986

windows 4,8

curtains down 
62.2072windows 366,4864

Outside 
Tram Stop Square North /South

(N)

(N)

(S)

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

Door

Key needed

Elevator (Stairs)

Sign

Function

Poster

VISIBILITY FROM:
INSIDE TRAM STOP OUTSIDE TRAM STOP SQUARE iINSIDE LOBBY OTHER PLACESACTIVITY ACCESS PROCESS

Marias Pizzeria

Library and Citizen O�ce

Folkets Hus

FIA

Music College

Radio Station

Elderly Health Care

Resource Center

Center for Urban Studies

Hammer Hus

Restuarant

Activity

Marias Pizzeria

Library and Citizen’s O�ce

Folkets Hus

FIA

Music College

Radio Station

Elderly Health Care

Center for Urban Studies

Hammarhus

LobbyActivity

Marias Pizzeria

Library and Citizen’s O�ce

Folkets Hus

FIA

Music College

Radio Station

Elderly Health Care

Center for Urban Studies

Hammarhus

Restuarang Hammargrytan Restuarang Hammargrytan

Visibility of the Functions

Windows with curtains down
25/11 2010, 11.00 am, cloudy weather

Percentage of covered glass

Walk perspective fr om the tram stop

Walk perspective fr om the square

Sign

Function visible
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Windows with curtains down
25/11 2010, 11.00 am, cloudy weather

Percentage of covered glass

Balcony

Guidelines
Th e balcony should be furbished to support outdoor activities and a 
more effi  cient use

Th e balcony should be made more accessible from all functions inside 
the house

Th e balcony should be made public and bett er connected to the square

Eff ects 
Using the balcony would create a new zone in between the house and the 
public square. Outdoor activities would increase visibility and make the 
house lively and inviting. Th e balcony would enable new possibilities for 
the activities inside the house and also potentially create a new public level 
of the square.

make a garden on 
the balcony

glaze parts of the 
balcony
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Façade

Guidelines
Th e façade should mirror what is happening in the house and transmit 
the spirit of the activities and organisations it houses 

Th e façade should contribute to a visually stimulating square during 
both day and night

Th e façade should be renovated and made more energy effi  cient

While creating an identity for the house the trademarks of all the 
diff erent organisations in the house should be respected

Eff ects 
To mirror the identity in the physical appearance would help establish 
the house on the mental map of Hammarkullen. Th e look of the building 
eff ects its surroundings and would contribute to creating a fun, safe and 
active square around the clock. Making the building more energy effi  cient 
could give it an identity, and increase the awareness and understanding of 
sustainable development. It would also save money and the environment. 
An identity for the house is important for the collaboration between the 
organisations and for the contact with the world outside the building. 
Meanwhile, to safeguard and develop the individual trademarks is 
important for the communication within the organisations and with their 
own head organisations.

lights on the 
façade at night

open up the 
façade to 
create more 
transparency

an information 
screen visible 
from the tram 
stop

more variation 
and colours
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Outdoor Space

Guidelines
Th e activities of the house should make use of the immediate outdoor 
space

Th e outdoor space should be functional, att ractive and invite people 
into the building and its activities 

Th e outdoor space should provide meeting places and support the life 
around the building

Outdoor space on all sides of the building should be considered and 
developed

Th e entrances should be clearly articulated and focal points of activity

Th e benefi ts of natural climate conditions should be used and changes 
should provide improved micro climates

Th e building should connect to other important functions in the 
surrounding area both visually and physically

Eff ects
Improving the outdoor space would enrich Hammarkullen as a whole 
and make the building an important node for the public life of the area. 
Working with micro climates is a prerequisite for making the outdoor space 
available for use. Th is means a more active, att ractive and safe environment.

a garden 
cooperation 
with Botaniska 
trädgården

an more 
emphasised 
entrance/
exit from 
Hammarsalen

an outdoor 
meeting space 
with possibilities 
for debates

plantations 
involving the 
school children in 
the area

an inviting 
pavement 
outside the 
entrance

exhibitions on 
the square and 
in the tram 
stop

a path to connect 
the building to 
Hammarpark

guerilla 
gardening

a piazza 
outside the 
lobby

remove the 
fence outside 
Hammarsalen

a roof 
garden
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Inspiration Database
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The entrance is accentuated with new lights 
and new doors. An information screen has 
been added on the façade as well as the logos 
of all the organisations in the house, making 
them more visible.Plantations have been 
added on the terraces. 

Small Version
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Large Version

The façade has been given some more colour.

A stair from the square to the terrace has been added, this makes the terrace 

accessible but can also be used as seating since it is comfortably facing 
south.

The library has been extended and given a more open façade and an 
external entrance.

An extension has been added on the south façade of the house

An external, glazed staircase could be placed either facing south or east.

A garden roof has been added, this adds to the variation of the façade but 
also attracts people to pass through the building.

The square space is used as a meeting place with some seating and an open 
stage.

The façade has been renovated to be more energy efficient and give a 
healthier impression.
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“Arriving in a building, or leaving it, you 
need a room to pass through, both inside 
the building and outside it. This room is the 
entrance room.”
 / Christopher Alexander

The entrance is the only place in the building today where you have a good 
chance of running into a stranger, which makes it an important place for 
spontaneous meetings and exchanges. We want to encourage these kinds 
of interactions and let the energy spread to other parts of the house. The 
best place for an entrance is in the centre of the building, but because of the 
current functions and structure the focus is set to entrance 62B.

Lobby
Introduction

Lobby today
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Analysis

The lobby today is almost never empty; there is a constant flow of people 
passing through and a lot of people stand around inside it to protect 
themselves from the cold or the rain, while talking on the phone or waiting 
for a friend. According to the analysis made the flow of people increase 
during the afternoon and especially during lunch. It also shows that the 
people standing around in the lobby are mainly men and the ones going 
up to the other floors are mainly women. Half of the visitors passing the 
entrance door go to the library and a very small part of the others use the 
stairs. The reason for not using the stairs is that a key is needed to enter 
them.

The access process, the number of thresholds one need to pass before 
reaching the desired destination, from the lobby and onwards has shown 
to be complicated for many of the activities present in the house today. 
As a visitor you are met by locked doors and trouble using the stairs and 
elevators. Adding to the difficulties of accessing the activities is the lack of 
information presented in the lobby.

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ActivityLobby Access Process

Marias Pizzeria

Library and Citizen’s O�ce

Folkets Hus

FiA

Music College

Radio Station

Elderly Health Care

Center for Urban Studies

Hammarhus

Restaurang Hammargrytan

ELEVATOR

Door

Key needed

Elevator (Stairs)

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ActivityLobby Access Process

Marias Pizzeria

Library and Citizen’s O�ce

Folkets Hus

FiA

Music College

Radio Station

Elderly Health Care

Center for Urban Studies

Hammarhus

Restaurang Hammargrytan

ELEVATOR

Door

Key needed

Elevator (Stairs)

Sign

Poster/Information

Function visible

Door

Locked door

Elevator/StairELEVATOR
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Male 80%

Female 20%

Male 80%

Female 20%

275 (50%)

ACCESSING FUNCTIONS

LIBRARY

275 (50%)

243 (44%)

34 (6%)

ACCESSING FUNCTIONS

LIBRARY

ELEVATOR

STAIR

275 (50%)

ACCESSING FUNCTIONS

LIBRARY

275 (50%)

243 (44%)

34 (6%)

ACCESSING FUNCTIONS

LIBRARY

ELEVATOR

STAIR

People accessing functions
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Accessibility

Guidelines
Th e lobby should be visibly, physically and mentally open

Th e lobby should be a safe place with an atmosphere fi lled with mutual 
trust and respect

All diff erent functions in the building should be easily accessed from 
the lobby

Eff ects
A more open lobby would give it a public character, but also increase the 
sense of ownership and belonging. With less borders and obstacles people 
would feel welcome and more confi dent as to where to go. Increased 
accessibility would reduce the distance between the diff erent functions and 
fl oors. Th is would lead the visitors into the building and inspire them to 
explore the opportunities inside. 

connect Folkets 
Hus to the 
ground fl oor and 
the entrance

more green and 
less grey in the 
lobby

combine the 
lobby, the 
newspaper 
corner and the 
pizzeria

connect the 
restaurant to 
the lobby

combine 
the lobby 
with the 
library
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Functions

Guidelines
Th e lobby should be a meeting place

All the functions should be clearly visible and displayed in the lobby

Th e responsibility for the lobby should be shared among all the 
organisations

Eff ects
Making the lobby a meeting place activates the space and sets the 
mode for the house when entering. Clarity implies a bett er awareness 
and understanding of the activities in the house, which helps promote 
participation and reach more people. Shared responsibility makes the 
lobby a common space that supports the unity and collaboration between 
the organisations.

a room for 
outreach 
activities in close 
connection to the 
entrance

a reception in the 
entrance hall

use the existing 
computer room 
as a reception

make the 
citizen’s offi ce 
work as a 
reception

exhibitions 
in the lobby

seating 
in the 
entrance
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Inspiration Database
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Creating a shared space between 
the restaurant, the library’s 
newspaper section and a lobby 
with an open staircase would 
provide an environment open 
to everyone, where meetings, 
social gatherings and sharing of 
information can take place.

Large Version
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Opening up the doors to the restaurant contributes to a bigger flow 
of people passing through the lobby. Adding a shared reception increases the 
feeling of safety and accessibility.  An information screen presents the activities 
in the building.

Small Version
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“ There is a close identification between 
the image that man has of himself and 
the space that he inhabits.” 
/ E T Hall

To reach the floors of #62 you must take the elevator and then use a key 
to enter your corridor. The floor plan was perfect for the bachelor hotel in 
1972, but for a public building it lacks a sense of openness and accessibility. 
The building has found new functions, and now we need to find new ways 
to use the space.

Indoor Space
Introduction
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The access process, the number of thresholds one need to pass before 
reaching the desired destination, is not contributing to the preferred 
feeling of the house as open and inviting.

A need for open, flexible spaces that can be used for educational pur-
poses and cultural events was found. Some activities also require walls 
to be taken down, replacing the small apartment like rooms with more 
suitable ones. The corridors are dark and monotone, they lack open-
ings and more contact with the activities going on in the nearby rooms. 

The analysis also showed that the different activities in the house are, 
in some cases, in need of the same types of rooms and that today there 
are specifically equipped rooms used only a few times a week.

Analysis

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

ActivityLobby Access Process

Marias Pizzeria

Library and Citizen’s O�ce

Folkets Hus

FiA

Music College

Radio Station

Elderly Health Care

Center for Urban Studies

Hammarhus

Restaurang Hammargrytan

ELEVATOR

Door

Key needed

Elevator (Stairs)

Door

Key needed

Elevator/StairELEVATOR
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Atmosphere

Guidelines
Th e house should be open, warm and welcoming

Th e house should be a place where you feel free to express yourself, 
the environment should be lively, inspire fantasy and creativity and 
stimulate all senses

Th e house should foster togetherness and feel safe for everyone

Eff ect
Th e indoor atmosphere will refl ect in how people feel and act in the 
environment. A positive atmosphere foster integration, co-operation and 
creativity. It would also encourage new users to take part. An att ractive 
meeting place could build the image of Hammarkullen. 

Start by making 
people feel good 
andthe physical 
environment will 
improve 

an inspiring 
environment

People should 
see that a lot 
of things are 
growing here
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Physical Apperance

Guidelines
Th e interior should be open and transparent with increased 
accessibility to all functions

Th e interior should refl ect the activities and values of the house

Th e interior should be colourful

Th e light environment should be functional and att ractive

Th e structure should provide a diverse set of spaces that include 
qualities like fl exibility and unexpected shapes

Th e maintenance should be cheap. Th is way resources can be used 
where they are really needed; in the people and activities within the 
building.

Eff ect 
Openness would increase the visibility and the outreach possibilities for 
the activities in the house. By having an att ractive and functional interior 
the house could become a more central part of the public Hammarkullen. 
Developing a more fl exible structure could increase the possibilities for 
more diverse activities, operating in a more effi  cient manner.

Flexible rooms

Unexpected 
shape of rooms

Open plan

Open doors
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Shared Spaces

Guidelines
Th e common spaces should be a democratic sphere and a shared 
resource and responsibility of all the organisations

Th e available space should be used in a way that meet the common 
interest and needs of all organisations 

Eff ect
Sharing spaces would be an eff ective solution for both the use of existing 
space and the expansion needs of each organisation. Joint ownership and 
responsibility can further work as a uniting element and contribute to the 
sense of togetherness in the house. Growing ground for meeting places.

Having 
one fl oor in 
common

Put activities in 
the common 
spaces and make 
it a meeting place

Shared event 
space and 
meeting venues

Flexible 
rooms
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Inspiration Database
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Some walls can be removed to 
open up the space and introduce 
rooms with new shapes and 
sizes. Opening up doors or 
glazing existing walls makes the 
activities more transparent.

Large Version
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Putting new colours on 
the walls is a simple and 
inexpensive way to offer 
variety and a sense of life and 
energy. This way the different 
organisations can also express 
their own identity. 

Seating in the corridors 
introduces new places for 
spontaneous meetings and 
also breaks the monotony of 
the long narrow space. People 
sitting here are visible when 
you enter, and this creates a 
welcoming atmosphere.

Small Version
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Mobility
Introduction

“ We’re not lost. We’re locationally 
challenged.” 
/ John M. Ford

Another topic that has repeatedly come up in our meetings with citizens 
and actors in Hammarkullen is the inaccessibility of # 62. The organisations 
want a closer connection to the outside world and to each other, but to 
develop that they first need to work on the physical links.
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Analysis

The elevators are in need of a renovation in order to be safe and function 
well. All stairs, except the short one between floors 1 and 2 are fire escape 
stairs, from the beginning not meant to be used as main communication. 
They are placed in small enclosed spaces and one need a key to be able 
to enter them. In the entrance for #62 B the key can be borrowed in the 
library when they are open.

The entrance spaces on each floor are today small empty rooms with one, 
in many cases locked, door which does not show much of the activity 
inside. On the floors the internal communication is based on one long cor-
ridor placed in the middle of the building.

Entry to most floors requires a key and to reach floors 5, 6 and 7 between 
17.00 and 08.00 you also need an additional electronic key for the elevator.

Stairs

Elevators
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Vertical Connection

Guidelines
Th e connection to all fl oors and functions should be visible, easily 
accessible and facilitate orientation in the building

Th e vertical connection should functionally transport you to your 
destination and reduce the mental distance between the functions

Th e vertical connection should induce interaction between people and 
gather functions

Eff ects 
To add an external connection would be symbolic for the house, visually 
connecting the fl oors and making the movement of people visible from 
the outside. Th e external connection could also be designed to bring light 
and character to the facade. An elevator would effi  ciently transport people 
where they are going, while a staircase could potentially provide people in 
the building with a new, spontaneous meeting place. an open staircase 

from the lobby

a glazed eleva-
tor lit at night

an external 
staircase

an external 
elevator
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Entrance Situations

Guidelines
Th e entrance space on each fl oor should be activated and invite visi-
tors into the activity

Th e entrance situations should show what activity and organisation it 
precedes

Eff ects 
Making the entrance situations on each fl oor a welcoming lobby would 
reduce the mental borders to  the functions, increase accessibility and the 
possibilities for interaction. Clear information and identity would make the 
functions more visible, known and understandable.

information and 
clear signs

transparent 
entrances 
that show the 
activities inside

open doors
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Horizontal Connection

Guidelines
Th e spatial structure of the fl oors should support the functions and 
activities it houses as far as possible

Th e spatial structure should support orientation and interaction be-
tween people and activities

Eff ects 
Improved horizontal connections would make the building more under-
standable and enable a more effi  cient movement and use of space. It would 
further support activities that do not fi t in the structure today.

less long
corridors
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Inspiration Database
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Large Version

An exterior staircase offers 
visibility from the outside; 
the movements in the house 
are seen from the square. The 
stair would also be a place for 
meetings between organisations 
and groups. On the outside the 
stair would break the shape of 
the façade and provide some 
variation and light. In that sense 
it would have a symbolic value 
to the entire building. Walking 
in stairs is also a healthy physical 
activity!
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Taking down the wall and the door that 
today separates the emergency staircase 
from the lobby would make the stairs 
usable and accessible. 
The stairs could be given some more 
colour and, even though it is rather 
small, be used as an alternative entry way 
to the house.

Small Version
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Meeting Places
Introduction

“There is nothing that interests people
 more than other people.” 
/ Jan Gehl

The need for meeting places, both informal and formal, is the one thing 
that has been expressed the most in our interviews and workshops with 
people in Hammarkullen. A place to sit down when you have ten minutes 
to spare, a place to meet a friend for a coffee and a talk, a place to meet 
others, where you are not being watched or judged…
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The amount of people standing around in the lobby shows that there is a 
need in Hammarkullen for a place where one can meet that is free of charge 
and other input. The statistics says that it is mainly adult men standing in 
the lobby today. This needs to be considered when planning the meeting 
places in order to provide a range of spaces that also attracts women, youth 
and children.

The opening hours show that most of the activities close around 17.00 
which means a big part of the building is dead after that. The house 
not being open and letting people in later than this does not encourage 
meetings between the different visitors.

The Library, the Citizen’s Office and Folkets Hus attract a lot of people, but 
there are no forces pulling people through the whole house, making you 
pass other activities and meet people on their way somewhere else.

35

51

12

35

51

Analysis

People standing in the lobby

Male 80%

Female 20%

Male 80%

Female 20%

Children Youth Adults
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06.00 07.00 08.00 09.00 10.00 11.00 12.00 13.00 14.00 15.00 16.00 17.00 18.00 19.00 20.00 21.00 22.00 23.00 24.00 01.00Activity

Marias Pizzeria

Library 

Folkets Hus

FiA

Music College

Du och Jag Radio Station No Visitors

No VisitorsElderly Health Care

Center for Urban Studies

Day Activity Center

Hammarhus

Restaurang Hammargrytan

Citizen’s O�ce

Opening hours
Analysis
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Social

Guidelines
Th e house should be an inclusive meeting place for all, cross culture, 
gender and age

Th e activities should include frequent cultural and educational events 
open for everyone

Th e house should tend to the spatial needs of those who lack places to 
meet today

Th e house should promote and facilitate meetings and collaborations, 
both between individuals and organised groups and institutions

Eff ects
Meeting places would make the house lively and inviting and make the 
activities of the house more visible. Th ey would increase accessibility, 
providing an informal and more personal integration between active 
participants and visitors. Th e meeting place would further be a potential 
breeding ground for new ideas and collaborations. 

open 
lectures and 
classes

a meeting place 
for the older 
youth

open cultural 
activities

a meeting place 
for girls where 
they are not 
watched



90

Physical

Guidelines
Th e house should provide uncommercial public spaces free of charge 
and other input

Th e meeting places should have diff erent characters, ranging from 
larger planned ones to small informal ones

Th e meeting places of the house should extend to the outdoor 
environment

Th e meeting places in the house should be made accessible and create 
a mutual support with other activities 

Eff ect
Th e meeting places would activate the whole building and its surroundings. 
Th ey would help make the functions and values of the house more visible 
and accessible. Diff erent types of spaces could also enable a big variety of 
activities and through that att ract a wide audience.

a space for 
language 
exchange

a space for 
martial arts 
practise

a place for 
artists to meet 
and share 
knowledge

a café/ high in 
the building to 
attract people

a newspaper 
section of the 
library

stairs that can 
work as meeting 
places inside 
and outside the 
building

hip-hop and 
break-dance 
activities
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Inspiration Database
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Large Version

The building needs new spaces that are 
completely open to the public and free 
of charge. A combined café/newspaper 
reading area would prevent people from 
hanging around in the lobby and would 
offer a place for meetings and interaction.
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Small Version

Opening up the wall where there 
is now a locked door on each floor 
would make the activities feel more 
welcoming and public. Seating can 
be introduced in the space outside 
the elevators as a small informal 
meeting place.
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Conclusion
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Concluding Reflection

Our Role
During our work, aiming at listening to and bringing forward the ideas 
of the people using the house and the residents of Hammarkullen, we 
have been put in a different position than previously in our studies. The 
decision of not representing these ideas in a design proposal, but making 
an open ended result with the guidelines further changed our voice in the 
result. Our role in the project has since then been to find and facilitate the 
dialogue of the future between different stakeholders. To these ideas, we 
have contributed with an architectural analysis, that emphasise, strengthen 
and visualise the ideas and descriptions of the house. With these two parts, 
we have formulated guidelines and given them form for discussion with 
visual material. 

We are students with an outside perspective and different knowledge than 
most of the people we have involved. We have aimed to use this to reinforce 
the ideas we have met, adding our analysis and inspirational material. The 
ambition has further been to clearly communicate what comes from the 
people we have worked with, and what comes from us, as we consider this 
important in the further use and valuation of the work.

Use
We hope that this document will be a resource for for discussion and 
negotiation in the further development of the house. The idea is that it 
can be read and used in sections, parts that are perceived as relevant can 
be further developed. It should be a programme for initial ideas and an 
inspiration for a creative process in the future. We would like to encourage 
you, as an actor inside or outside the house, resident of Hammarkullen, to 
use this material and make your voice heard.

Challenges
In this process we believe that the communication within and outside the 
building will be the greatest challenge and should also be the main priority. 
It is important that the development and ideas are well grounded and that 
the current organisations together own the initiative and that decisions 
are built on consensus. All parties should be heard. In this, coming and 
potential actors are important sources of creativity and inspiration. 
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Name
In this report we call the building #62, after its address. One of the 
main points that has been brought up in the process is visibility of the 
organisations, activities and values that inhabits #62. In this lies the 
importance of exposure for each organisation and their trademarks. We 
would like to stress however that along this, there is also a need to create 
a common identity and platform for both the collaboration and each 
organisation to grow. This identity needs a name, that the building can 
carry, and that represents the values and variety of activities it houses. Such 
a name would strengthen the building as a destination in the mental map of 
Hammarkullen.

Effects
The potential of the development of #62 is substantial. The house and 
its activities are already an important focal point for the residents of 
Hammarkullen. The ideas presented in this document points to a bright 
future for both the house and the area it effects. The embodied resources 
in the people living in Hammarkullen deserves an arena to act and develop. 
Such an arena would have great potential to be a positive influence in the 
life and future of the area, but also impact the city and locations beyond its 
borders. 
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