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This report is a part of the course SUBURBS –Design & Future Challenges which is 
an elective course in Chalmers Architecture master program, Design for Sustainable 
Development. The course is placed in Hammarkullen and the purpose is to design and 
plan urban environment for a social and ecological society through citizen participation. 

We are four students with different backgrounds like civil engineering, technical design, 
architect visualization and urban planning. Together we worked with this project which 
is related to the square building at Hammarkulletorget. The project aims to develop 
a design proposal for the rebuilding of the square building, where a large part of the 
premises now stand empty. With the help of interviews and workshops with citizens 
and stakeholders we have drafted three different proposals with small, medium and 
large sizes.
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HOW

The project has been based on dialogue processes with the users and inhabitants of 
Hammarkullen. We will both focus on the people that are already using the square 
and the shops, and also the people that doesn’t. We will try to reach out to them 
through different methods. We will work with improving functions of the building 
that are already there and used to enhance their positive effect on the square before 
we plan for new development.

In collaboration with Göteborgslokaler we will work towards finding a sustainable 
strategy concerning energy consumption and ecological systems in the existing 
building and the extra structure that we might add to the square. The work process 
has four different phases. The investigation, meetings & reflections, analyze & 
concept design and poster & presentation.

WHEN

The timeline for the project has been divided in four different phases:

W.43   Phase 1 - Investigation

W.44 - 46  Phase 2 – Meetings & reflections

W.46 - 48  Phase 3 – Analyze & concept design

W.49   Phase 4 – Posters & presentations

WHAT

Our purpose is to change and improve the one storey building at Hammarkulletorget 
with the intention of reducing the energy consumption and increase the social energy. 
The building and the area surrounding it is being developed into a meeting place 
with the approach to enhance the social sustainability aspect and energy efficiency. 
New development is being investigated at the same time as the existing companies 
and associations get better opportunities.

WHY

Almost half of the building has been empty for several years. The aim is for the 
new developments to be able to coexist with the already existing entrepreneurs and 
cultural associations to give new social and economic energy to Hammarkullen 
and at the same time reduce the carbon footprint through energy consumption. The 
positive effect that we are aiming at is to strengthen the identity of the center of 
Hammarkullen throughout a new vibrant meeting place for all inhabitants and its 
visitors.

WHOM

The main client is Göteborgslokaler as they are the owners of the building and they 
are renting out space to the entrepreneurs. The store owners are also considered  
clients, and the library, Hammarkullen 365 and Folkhögskolan i Angered as they 
have an intrest in the space. The citizens of Hammarkullen are crucial beneficial’s 
of the project and different groups of inhabitants has been consulted in the process 
we present the result of in this report.

PROGRAM AND TIMELINE
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Our starting point in designing the interior as well as the exterior of the building 
was the question ”For whom is this?” And if the answer of this question is more 
than a couple of interested actors then we know that we are on the right way in 
designing something inclusive. A building that can provide positive energy to the 
local community of Hammarkullen.

One part of this project is to find a suitable and genuine definition of the plus plus 
concept. In general the first plus stands for creating more energy than the building 
is using. The second plus stands for creating more social energy and security to 
Hammarkullen.

In this project we are approaching the vision of a plus energy efficient house 
through three different scenarios. The small scenario contains small investments 
that are introducing the idea of energy efficiency in a public building. The medium 
scenario is a vision that a part of the building can support, with great refurbishment 
methods and technology, the energy needs of the older part of the building. The 
large scenario is one where the square building will be a sustainable plus energy 
house where the carbon footprint is minimized as well as the vision of a sustainable 
life style is implemented in the design and will be visible for everyone.

Concerning the second plus that represents the social energy, that the building will 
produce, we also have three scenarios. The main idea in the scenarios is the same 
but will be carried out somewhat differently. In the small scenario we design the 
building in an attractive way for new actors and developers and create meeting 
places with different functions in society, mostly focusing on culture and education. 
The medium scenario is actually to make room for even more functions and to make 
extra space for meeting places through extensions of the building. The third step 
is a building that contains a wide range of cultural, commercial, educational and 
residential functions.

Our approach to the plus social energy is that through meeting places, both in 
specific spaces and through collaborations between different functions in society, a 
positive link can be made that can be inclusive and engaging many people in a local 
community, hence the plus social energy.

THE CONCEPT PLUS PLUS 
IN THIS PROJECT
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BACKGROUND 



of the facility, often close to the secondary school. It was planned on the basis that 
it could be used evenings and weekends, for courses, dance and club meetings4.

The houses were built narrow and short to minimize the land use. To reduce the 
costs and the building time, a more industrialized building process with construction 
cranes and prefabricated concrete elements was used. The cranes were placed on 
rails and together with the range it usually steered the placement of the slabs. These 
created straight lines, repetition and a minimum of decorations. The facade is 
usually polished or made from prefabricated concrete sometimes bricks, but bricks 
are never used in the structure. The built apartments were well planned, bright and 
functional with modern amenities from the new Swedish standard “God bostad”5.

The million program areas can also be characterized by the strictly enforced  SCAFT 
plan. The principal for urban planning is that you separate the car traffic from the 
pedestrians. To solve this idea they use subways, footbridges, wide highways 
and large parking lots. The infrastructure with roads, sewers and electricity was 
expanded to the areas outside the city. Also rail traffic was built from the central city 
to the peripheral areas for the million programs  like in Gothenburg with the tram6.

4 S. Olsson, M. Ohlander, G. Cruse Sondén (2004) 
5 Miljonprogrammet Wikipedia
6 Eeva Bolin (2009)

In Sweden there was a housing shortage around 1950 and in the early part of 1960. 
To solve this problem the Swedish government decided  in 1964 that one million 
housing will be built during the next ten years, 1965-1974. To achieve the set 
goal, the government uses a rationalized industrial construction and government 
subsidies and loans.

At the same time, in order to solve the housing shortage a new living standard 
was set such that the Swedish homes were adapted to the new welfare state. The 
new apartments should be more modern and sanitary, in the opposite from the old 
standard with crowded living conditions1.

The building plan succeeded and approximately 1.006.000 residences were built, 
600 000 in multi-family buildings like slabs, tower blocks and 400 000 in small 
houses like row houses and villas. Today this period and the style around 60’s and 
70’s is called the million program and it can also be associated with segregated 
suburbs2.
 

FUNCTIONALISM AND THE SCAFT PLAN

In that time, the architectural and urban of functionalism is characterized and stands 
for form follows the function. The idea was to build new areas outside the city close 
to the nature in a way that the houses get optimal light and air. They wanted a lot of 
recreation areas, good communication, public service, working places and schools 
close to the residential properties3. Service of different kinds would be in the center 

1 Eeva Bolin (2009)
2 Solveig Schultz (2011)
3 Eeva Bolin (2009)

THE MILLION HOMES 
PROGRAM IN SWEDEN
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Hammarkullen is located 10 km from the center of Göteborg. The construction of 
Hammarkullen started in 1968 and was completed in 1673. During that time around 
3000 apartments in large scale multifamily houses, row houses and single family 
houses were built, all separated from each other with open green areas7. 

The big apartment buildings around the square lie in straight lines and have concrete 
facade. All the buildings have the same window sizes and recessed balconies. The 
lower apartment buildings in the area are different in design and materials. The 
scale is smaller, the colors are happier and the houses have more details. In the late 
90´s a big slab block was demolished at Hammarkulletorget and was replaced by 
small-scale buildings to create a more open environment around the square8.

7 J. Jensen (1984)
9 Eeva Bolin (2009)

THE HISTORY OF 
HAMMARKULLEN

Hammarkullen in the 70’s - The square building is the L-shaped building in the centre.
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THE HISTORY OF THE 
SQUARE BUILDING

PAST PRESENT FUTURE

1969

1971

1988

1997

2001

The building at Hammarkulletorget 
was built.

The building appears in 
the municipality plans.

The building suffered 
minor changes. Konsum left their premises

Hammarkulletorget 
was rebuilt.

All the information in this chapter “The history of Hammarkullen“ came from the plans 
over the building we get from the arcive of Göteborgs Stadsbyggnadskontor.
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1969
The construction of Hammarkullen started in the year of 1969. At that time 
there were plans for building a shopping area. It was supposed to be placed in 
the middle of the neighborhood and serve the basic needs of the citizens. The 
architect office that designed the building was White Arhitecture. 

1971
The shopping area at Hammarkulletorget was finished in 1971. The property 
was owned by Bostadsbolaget. This one story L - shaped building contained 
functions like a grocery store, a bakery, tobacco/fruit store, common laundry 
room, three different banks, offices, post office and a hairdresser. The building 
was designed to have all the shops along the western pedestrian street.  The 
loading platform was in the courtyard. The material used was common for 
that period like concrete, mineral insulation and wood panel. The facade 
consists of wood panels, normal and heat reflecting glass and aluminum 
frames. At that time, the bus had a turning point at the square that contained 
small parking lots and a loading area for the stores.

Basement

Laundry room

Supermarket

Bakery

Tobacco/fruit store

Post office

Bank

PLANS FROM 1971
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Facade W from 1971

Facade N from 1971

Facade S from 1971

Scale 1:400



1988
In 1988 the premises for Konsum was modified and made bigger on behalf 
of the bakery.

Basement

Laundry room

Supermarket

Post office

Bank

PLANS FROM 1988

1997
In 1997 the shopping area at Hammarkulletorget went through a major 
change that completely changed the building shape and appearance but also 
the outdoor environment. This process took place in two phases.

PHASE ONE 

The laundry room was replaced with offices and conference rooms that 
belonged to Bostadsbolaget. A big refurbishment was initiated and the office 
part of the building was extended to fit the reception. The rest of the shopping 
areas at this phase didn’t suffer any bigger modifications but at the same time 
as the building was modified so was the outdoor environment. The square 
was divided into one public part and one inner courtyard and more parking 
lots were planned for. The courtyard was still used as a loading platform.

Facade N from 1997

Facade E from 1997
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PHASE TWO

A part of the southern wing of the building was demolished. Instead an 
extension was built in an angle to the square. An extension of the roof towards 
Hammarkulletorget was made. The bank offices disappeared and the building 
now contained a grocery store, a clothing shop, a hairdresser, a small post 
office, a kiosk, and a fruit store. The purpose of demolishing the southern 
wing of the building was to open up the space between the tram stop and the 
centrum building. A part of the refurbishment of the building was to replace 
the old and deteriorated facade material and windows. In the court yard the 
building was extended with the length of the sidewalk.

Facade S from 1997

Kept area

Demolished area 

New built area

HOW THE PLAN HAS CHANGE OVER THE YEARS

Bostadsbolaget

Supermarket

Cloths store

Centrumbutiken

Hairdresser

Fruit store

PLANS FROM 1997

Basement

Associations

2001
Konsum left their premises and difficulties appeared in getting new grocery 
stores as tenants. The coming years other businesses rented the space but 
without success.

Roof

9

Facade S from 1997
Scale 1:400
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EXISTING



The square building is now owned by Göteborgslokaler and today has services like a 
meet store, a fruit store, a larger sweetshop, a hair dresser, two room for associations 
and an office of Bostadsbolaget. In the houses around the square building there 
are services like a library, a pizzeria, the citizens´ advice bureau, Folkhögskolan i 
Angered and the Folketshus association. There is also Hammarhus for the elderly, a 
small swimming bath and the youth recreation center, Mixgården. Even if it seams 
that there are a lot of functions today in the square, there were much more services 
before, for example a grocery store, a pharmacy and a healthcare centre.

The building area today is 2150 square meters and it has a large empty space of  
970 square meters, since the grocery store close their business in 2001. The latest 
renovation was in 1997 and the construction is the same since then.

THE SHOPS AND RENTERS

Al Rafiden - Meat store
Araucaria IKF - Association 1  
Bostadsbolaget - Office 
Centrumbutiken - Sweetshop
Kulturföreningen Libertad - Association 2 
Hammarhallen - Fruitstore
Salong sax & kam - Hairdresser

 
HAMMARKULLETORGET

The square from above and the shops.                                                      Photo: C. Gustrin
All the information in this chapter “Hammarkulletorget“ came from the plans over the 
building we get from the arcive of Göteborgs Stadsbyggnadskontor and Ulrika Evenås.
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THE EXISTING FACADES

Facade S

Facade E

Facade N

Facade W
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THE EXISTING PLANS

Bostadsbolaget

Empty premises

Al Rafiden

Centrumbutiken

Salong sax & kam

Hammarhallen

THE PLANS 2011

Basement

Araucaria IKF and 
Libertad

Plan 1

Basement
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METHOD



We constructed three different questionnaires that worked as a base for conversation. 
They helped us too feel secure in contacted people since we knew what we wanted 
to ask and we believe it also made our contact persons somewhat relaxed since the 
questions was clear and not to hard to answer.

But, truth to be told, this was the only use of the questionnaires. The real discussion 
that came afterwards was much more substantial and important for creating 
understanding and knowledge then any of the questions that we had come up with 
in the group.

One big advantage in making the interviews was to be able to visit the citizens 
and developers in their everyday environment. To see how their office looks like 
or to see how the women in the elderly home are spending their day was of great 
importance for us since a visual connection can create a deeper understanding for 
a situation.

PART THREE – WORKSHOP ”DESIGN DIALOGUE 
IN EARLY BUILDING PROCESS”

The next part of the dialogue process of our project was an evening together with 
interested inhabitants. Our goal was to attract a mixed group of participants. Both 
store owners that are already located in the centrum building and new developers 
with an interest in the premises as well as residents of Hammarkullen. 

The method was then divided in two parts and the aim was to involve citizens in 
early building process. The first part was a more open and easy form of dialogue. 
We wanted to get quick responses on positive and negative aspects concerning the 

To fulfil our aim we involve the citizens and actors in Hammarkullen to work towards 
creating a socially and ecologically sustainable project where the consideration of 
and consultation with the citizens are of crucial importance.

Throughout the project we worked towards attaining a mixture between in-
depth understanding of the situation and quick reflections of the project in a 
neutral environment. Both from the actors that has an interest in the building and 
from a representation of the citizens that will be affected with any changes of 
Hammarkulletorget and the buildings on it.

PART ONE – FUNCTIONS AND MOVEMENTS

To get a view over the surrounding area we use tools to inventory the functions and 
the movements on the square. We thought these could help us to understand the 
existing area which could enrich our work with a new design proposal.

PART TWO – INTERVIEWS

The idea of mixture was our starting point in choosing interviews a source of 
knowledge concerning the shop owners and the new developers. Through interviews 
and real conversation we believe that we can create understanding and knowledge 
for their situation and in what way we can incorporate their needs into the building.

We believe that it is important to get a deep understanding for each specific 
organization and see what their needs are before we do any changes to the premises, 
since our ambition from the start has been to enhance and improve the prerequisite 
for the existing shops, businesses and organizations in the premises.

 
METHOD AND DIALOUGE
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centrum building. So on different colored post-its the participants wrote plus and 
minus about the building that they put on the wall. We then had a brief discussion 
about the issues that came up on the post-its.

The second part of the evening was built on more in-depth discussion and 
understanding of the project. We divided the group in two and gave the groups one 
empty floor plan of the building and the surrounding square area each. Then we 
worked with stickers in different colors that got specific meaning, pens in different 
colors, pins and notes. They were now able to decide amongst themselves in the 
group how they would like to see the building in the future.

PART FOUR – FOLLOW UP MEETING

In the third and final part of our plan for dialogue method we considered a follow 
up meeting to be a good way to actually get opinions and feedback in how well 
we have incorporated the wishes and thoughts of the citizens before finalizing 
the design. We arranged this meeting as an open-house event where we invited 
everyone that participated in the workshop. The reason for choosing this form of 
meeting was that we wanted to be able to have a relaxed and personal conversation 
with everyone attending. We had visualizations of our designs spread out over three 
different stations on a table as well as a short written description of the design. We 
got the impression that the visualizations was important and very useful for the 
participants to grasp the design instead of viewing a floor plan which can be hard 
to understand.

Materials for ”Design dialogue in early building process”                      Photo: M. Fratica
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Ideally we would like to arrange more meetings of this kind during the designing 
process to make sure that the dialogue and citizen participation isn’t only something 
that takes place in the start of a project but is carried out during a whole project and 
that this way of working continuously with dialogue could be something that makes 
architects and planners more flexible in their work.



INVENTORY MAP OF THE 
AREA AROUND THE SQUARE

This inventory map shows every function in the area around the square. The aim is 
to get a view of where the functions like lights, seatings, trash cans, bicycle racks 
and green plants are located.

Lamps

Benches

Bicycle racks

Trees

Bushes

Plantings

Trash cans
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Lights and benches on the square.                                                              Photo: C. Gustrin



This shadow study shows the sun progression 
throughout critical days, hours in summer and winter. 

The focus of the study was to see the effects of the 
mass of volumes that surrounds the square building, 
in the middle of the pictures. In the summer shadows 
are casted mostly in the west side between 13:00 pm 
and until the sun will set. During the winter because 
the sun is at a lower angle, the building will be 
completely shaded by the adjacent constructions. 

A result of this investigation and the information it 
produced is the conclusion that it will not be efficient 
to use solar panels on this specific location.

SHADOW STUDY
9 o’clock

12 o’clock

15 o’clock

Summer 9 o’clock

12 o’clock

15 o’clock

Winter
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The diagram is showing a study of the movements in the square. The aim of the 
study is to see how much the square is used in different hours of the day, and 
also the pattern of people movements which use the public area in Hammarkullen 
center. In 45 minutes, at three different times during a weekday, all people who 
were crossing the square are counted. The study also includes the direction from 
where the people entered the square.

THE MOVEMENTS IN THE 
SQUARE

From tram stop

From parking lot

From Mixgården

9.00 - 9.45

12.00 - 12.45

18.00 - 18.45
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In this study, the people who use the functions at the 
square were counted. This was done on a weekday 
three times in different hours. The aim of the study 
is to show how people use the stores and in which 
hours. The diagram also shows which category of 
people is visiting the stores, their gender and age.

THE USE OF THE SQUARE 
BUILDING STORES

Elderly woman

Elderly man

Woman

Man

Teenage girl

Teenage boy

Child
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Tree new developers are interested in space in the square building. It is the library, 
Folkhögskolan i Angered and Hammarkullen 365. They are all looking for more 
space to develop their business and all want it flexible. They could be a great mix 
together because of the connection to each other. The library and the FIA with study 
connection and Hammarkullen 365 and FIA are both working with culture and art. 

FOLKHÖGSKOLAN I ANGERED

Folkhögskolan i Angered is today a school placed in different parts of Angered and 
has an idea to make a business merger between Hammarkullen and Gårdsten. In 
these areas FIA has four courses: primary school, gymnasium, art and idea design. 
They are looking for rooms with high ceilings and space for flexible course room. 
They need a large room with flexible working places for the cultural courses. They 
want a good storage space, a different kind of light room and good common room 
for both group work and breaks.

LIBRARY

The library is now located in the same house as Folketshus together with the citizens 
office. The library wants to expand their child and youth section and wants more 
space for study and relax places to make the library appealing. 

HAMMARKULLEN 365

Hammarkullen 365 is looking for culture rooms. They are involved in the annual 
carnival and see the square building as a great place for activities during that week. 
They are also interested in workshops, a permanent room for art and an exhibition 
hall that can be used as meeting place. Hammarkullen 365 is also working with 
small self-employed and looking for room to rent offices. They also want the square 
to get a facelift, more culture!

INTERVIEWS WITH THE 
NEW DEVELOPERS

FIA

LIBRARY

HAMMARKULLEN 365

Merge Hammarkullen 
and Gårdsten to reduce 
the cost

Common room for breaks
No office feeling

3 meter of roof height Good storage

One big room with 20 
flexible workingplaces

Classrooms, computer 
room and kitchen

Different kind of light 
rooms

Easily accessible

Combined with the citizens office

Open and bright

Needs office and storageLarger children and 
youth section

Different kinds of seating 
and study places

Flexible gatheringroom for activities

Give the square face lift 
with more culture

Rent cheap offices

Exibitionhall and a meetingplace

Permanent place for art

Place for activities during 
the carnaval week
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CENTRUMBUTIKEN

Centrumbutiken is a small service shop with post office. They are satisfied with 
the location at the corner of the square and pedestrian street and think that new 
businesses like retail would benefit their business.

SALONG SAX & KAM

The hairdresser’s entrance facing the square is in the middle of the facade between 
Hammarhallen and Centrumbutiken. They are satisfied with the location when the 
exposure is good. Although argueing that the ventilation is poor they are otherwise 
happy with the space. 

HAMMARHALLEN

Hammarhallen is a small grocery store with focus on fruits and vegetables. They 
are happy about the location in the square building, even if they are located at the 
corner and they have only windows facing the square. The fruits and vegetables 
are exposed on wooden pallets outside the shop every day and even then the shop 
is crowded. They want to expand their range and in order to make it happen larger 
premises are required. An alternative to expand their premises is to build out to the 
parking lot.

We interviewed the existing shops, businesses and organizations in the square 
building to understand what they are pleased with and if they had any thoughts 
about a change. 

AL RAFIDEN

Al Rafiden sells meat and also cooks food lsike kebab, falafel and other small dishes. 
They want larger premises because they have an idea to expand their business to 
a restaurant and a bakery. Göteborgslokaler already knows their plans and have 
suggested to give them larger premises by moving the wall to the empty area in the 
building and then get an area three times larger than today. The perception about the 
new business is that it would be beneficial and also that their fast food sales would 
increase from a larger movement in the center and around the square. They don’t 
think another business could make competition because their selling of meat is very 
specialized.

BOSTADSBOLAGET

Bostadsbolaget is a housing owner with a lot of renting apartments in Hammarkullen. 
They are a subsidiary to Göteborgslokaler and have their premises in the square 
building. They are pleased with the location in the building because of the closeness 
to their tenants. The good part about their premises is that both janitors and officials 
are in the same building. Nothing is negative, they have a great dining room and 
everybody has their own office but they would like a relaxation room.

INTERVIEWS WITH THE 
SHOPS AND BUSINESSES

23



24



We interviewed some citizens with some small easy questions to understand the 
use of the square and to find out what they like and what they want to change. 
The questions were about if they visit the square and then on which time of the 
day, if they went to Angered or Göteborg sometimes and if the square meets their 
requirements. 

The result is that the square is popular and is used between three to several times a 
week, usually after 13.00 but also in the mornings, by most people we interviewed.
Many citizens we asked agree that the location is good but that they are missing a 
supermarket with cheap groceries. Today many of them go to Angered almost once 
a week to buy food.

To summarize the opinions and viewpoints the citizens were satisfied with the 
square but would like a change so it would be visited by more people. According to 
them the change could be a new bakery or a larger fruit store.

 
INTERVIEW WITH CITIZENS

Interviewing citizens                                                                                   Photo: C. Gustrin
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The workshop divided in two parts was very useful for us to base our design on. We 
had 12 attending that they were very active in discussions and had strong opinions. 
Since many of the participants came from an interest group for local artists we 
later needed to be aware of that in the design so that we still consider a broad 
representation of people and functions in the building.

Amongst the topics that came up the cultural functions and the identity of 
Hammarkullen were the ones that were the most debated. How do we, with public 
local art, strengthen the positive identity of Hammarkullen towards the rest of 
Göteborg? This is where our project took a new turn in not only trying to build the 
new centrum building for the local community but also “How do we communicate 
Hammarkullen and this building to the rest of Göteborg?” Another way that the 
workshop changed the structure of our project was the demand for small changes 
with a small budget that actually could be realized. This led us in to the three 
different scenarios, small, medium, large to make a visionary part possible as well 
as a small and inexpensive suggestion.

WORKSHOP
”DESIGN DIALOGUE IN EARLY BUILDING PROCESS”

Materials for ”Design dialogue in early building process”                      Photo: M. Fratica
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ANALYSIS FROM WORKSHOP 
- PART ONE

MEETING PLACE

No meeting places in the 
building or the square 

Potential of becoming meeting place 
in the building and in the square

There aren’t any premises for 
culture in the building CULTURE

But it is sufficient space for it

BUSINESS

More diversity of stores

Content with the stores that 
already exist 

Still have a post office and ATM 

SQUARE

Too dark in the night 

Not a proper place for children 
or elders to stay 

More lightened

PE
O
PL

E

Living in a multicultural local community

P
O

LITIC
S

Decisions come from above
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A mind map with the result from the first part of the workshop

In the first part we got a quick responses on positive and negative aspects concerning 
the centrum building. The participants wrote a lot of posetive and negative thoughts 
and afterwords we had a brief discussion about the issues that came up on the post-
its which is presented in the following mindmap.

THE SQUARE AND THE BUILDING

- The square is not a very welcoming place it is too dark in the night and darker 
when all the stores are closed. It is mostly used by men. By day the square is just a 
big pile of concrete that it is surrounded by big blocks of apartments and by a dense 
forest.

- The square is also not a proper place for children or elders to stay, almost all the 
time the square is used only for crossing. 
- The participants at the workshop are missing animals on the square.

- The building has a lot of unused space that is not very sustainable and at the same 
time very costly. It has a bad shape that makes it very unsafe to be in the courtyard 
at night.

-  The square could have more connections to the surrounding areas.  The square 
should be more lightened, which could come from renewable energy sources. On 
the square there could be some play grounds for kids.



BUSINESS

- In the square building the people would like to have more diversity like café 
places, restaurants, pharmacies. 

+ Most of the participants in the workshop are very happy with the stores that 
already exist in the building and also with the fact that they still have a post office 
and ATM (cash machine) nearby. 

+ The participants at the workshop are happy that they still have a library.

MEETING PLACE

- The situation now with the building or the square is that neither one of them is a 
good place for having meetings. In the building you can not find any place where 
you can seat. As for the square, there are sitting places like benches, but they are 
arranged in a way that it is hard to have a normal conversation. People have to stay 
one beside each other. 

+ Has potential of become a good meeting place for the people in Hammarkullen 
or for the visitors. 

LOCATION
+ The location of the building on the square is very accessible and central. The 
square is pedestrian only.

+ Hammarkulletorget is near to the nature.

CULTURE

- Even if Hammarkullen is well known for its carnival, it is only visited in that time. 
The participants of the workshop feel that there is not any connection between the 
carnival and the rest of the year and that it will be nice to have something that keeps 
the feeling of culture alive through the whole year. 

- There are not any premises for culture, activities or exposition in the building on 
the square, but it is sufficient space for it.
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topics. One idea was also to develop office hotels for people that want to start up 
their own business. They could rent them per hour, day or week. And then one 
person could be hired to work as a mentor and come in a couple of hours a week and 
help the local entrepreneurs with questions about rules and regulations concerning 
to start their own company.

One of the groups had an interesting discussion about building rental apartments 
on the square. That would be good both for safety reasons but also because a lot of 
people are standing in line to get apartment in both Hammarkullen and the rest of 
Göteborg.

LOCAL PUBLIC CULTURE

Many of the participants in the workshop were local artists of different kind but 
all practicing in or around Hammarkullen. Therefore naturally a big part of the 
discussion in the workshop was concerning local culture. Both how to increase the 
visibility and attraction to the exhibitions of the local artists but also how to give the 
cultural workers new work spaces in the building.

A big and flexible area to use both as work space and as an exhibition hall made 
the group enthusiastic. All the local artists of Hammarkullen could work here and 
produce their art as well as make exhibitions that are easy to find when you arrive 
from the tram stop to Hammarkulletorget. There was a discussion concerning the 
green area next to the parking lots on the square. One idea was to have a market 
there. On this market art and crafts from Hammarkullen could be sold. The issue 
of public art as sculptures and mural paintings was also raised and the thought of 
having more of it somewhere in a central location was very appreciated. Tough only 
if the public art was made by the local artists of the area themselves.

The part two was mostly focusing on design and possible changes and not so much 
about the existing situation. In this way we got two different design proposals from 
citizens of Hammarkullen that included many important aspects and was invaluable 
for the continuing phase of the project. But we also got a great amount of important 
emotional viewpoints and new issues that we never expected was raised. The 
following part is a synthesis of the discussion in the workshop. It will highlight the 
issues that were brought up. 

RESTAURANTS AND MEETING PLACES

Both groups discussed having more restaurants at Hammarkulletorget. Not on a 
specific place but to also include a take away and a café since a café and restaurants 
could work as a meeting place for people. A meeting place that feels welcoming and 
might also work as an exhibition hall for local art.

One idea about the court yard could be to use it as a café or a meeting place and to 
have some greenery in the middle. Or possibly a small pavilion to put on the grass 
next to the circle. They could serve coffee in summer time and use the space as 
a small café and meeting place for everyone that enjoys  watching people on the 
square.

Overall the need for a restaurant and comfortable meeting places were a big issue 
for both groups and all the participants in the workshop.

SHOPS, BUSINESSES AND OTHER FUNCTIONS

Mostly everyday businesses and conveniences were discussed under this headline. 
Pharmacy, primary healthcare, a bigger grocery shop and a café were the dominating 
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TRANSPORTATION AND ENERGY CONSUMPTION

Hammarkulletorget only have a bus station just outside Mixgården which is used 
when the tram are not functioning, it is a problem you can not really see if the tram 
has started working when you are standing at the bus stop. Therefore the group was 
discussing some kind of connection of info between the stations.

Energy issue was hard to grasp since the groups were not experts in energy. To 
reduce energy consumption in lightening, the roof could be a place to put sun 
panels. It can also be used as a green roof. Another idea was that it could be a small 
extra house/shop with windows and sunlight that could work as a meeting place for 
the artists on the roof.

LIGHTS, WINDOWS AND ENTRANCES

A common thought among the participants was to light up the square that they 
consider too dark today, both during day and night.  The group discussed having 
more directed lightening for a cosy feeling. This could be to light up specific trees 
and grass and not but big lights just to brighten up the whole area. The lights should 
make the area beautiful and not just light.

For similar reasons the participants in the workshop also discussed the windows. 
They requested more windows on the facade since he few existing windows are too 
high up on the facade and makes the building feel closed and dark. More windows 
along the building would make it lighter and more inviting. If there are night-time 
activities in the building they should be visible from the square through the windows.
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The mind map highlight the issues that were brought up.
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In the following up meeting the citizens from the first workshop got a first view of 
our design proposal and a chance to give critice and influence the final versions of 
the proposals. The response given was generally positive and they were satisfied 
with the proposals. The participants came from a single interest group which was 
noticeable to the criticism that it favors the specific group. Major points of the 
discussion consisted how the premises are located in different floors, flexibility, 
light installations, apartments, more color and culture.  

It was helpful in our work to be able to discuss the resulting draft and take part of 
the participants opinions. Of course would a more diverse participant background 
contribute to a more comprehensive discussion but overall the workshop was very 
successful as a tool.

 
FOLLOWING UP MEETING



When analysing the results from our communicative process with users and citizens, 
we ended up with a number of keywords that we chose to work with furter in our 
design. Through the interviews with the shop owners and the new developers we 
got an understanding of their situation and could compare and relate that with the 
answers from the citizens. The workshop gave us a clear picture of the citizens 
vision for the future. In analysing a synthesis of this material we landed in five 
concepts or keywords that summarizes the overall vision for the square building and 
will be characteristic for our new design. In the next chapter we will link our three 
design proposals to these concepts to make the link from the dialouge and analyse 
to the design visible.

In the vision for the plus plus square building the key words are:

•	 Inclusive
•	 Welcoming
•	 Sustainable
•	 Identity and safety
•	 Culture

FROM DIALOUGE TO 
DESIGN

Photo from the workshop part two                                                             Photo: M. Fratica
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FUTURE



Our vision about the square building is to create space for all citizens of 
Hammarkullen. A flexible building that includes something for everyone where 
meetings is the key to have a well functioning local community. The normal mixture 
between commercial, social, cultural and educational functions creates a vibrant 
place in Hammarkullen for all ages.

The concept on sustainability will be included in the building in a visible way. The 
ecological aspect will be shown both in the construction of the building and in the 
collaborations between the actors towards a common goal – a sustainable culture.

These collaborations and meetings can be facilitated through common areas and 
premises in the square building. FIA and the library is an example of those kinds of 
meetings. This is our way of approaching social sustainability.

An important aim with the square building is to keep and support the positive 
identity and to strengthen the associations that make Hammarkullen into a vivid 
community.

We see the building as a positive addition to the square which will make it into a 
more active place that reduces negative feelings and increase the feeling of safety 
in the area.

By creating a building that is energy efficient in a way that will make the issue of 
sustainability not only visible but also an important aspect of everyday life, a new 
view of living in the suburbs can be discovered. Through new technology we take 
smaller steps towards achieving a plus energy building.

VISION FOR THE SQUARE 
BUILDING
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Illustration of the square with our proposed design for new ground tiles, benches and trees.



The methods used to reduce the energy consumption are specified in this following 
part.

• GREEN ROOF/WALL
By adding a green roof or a wall of sedum will reduce the amount of rainwater. 
Another effect of green roof is that in the summer it will reduce the need of cooling 
energy and in winter it will reduce the heat consumption. A reason for choosing the 
green roof is from an esthetical perspective that it would be good for the biotopes9.

• ADDITIONAL INSULATION AND AIR TIGHTNESS
An extra layer of insulation will be added on the exterior facade that will decrease 
the heating losses. It is also a method to make the building air tight that reduces the 
thermal bridges10. 

• WINDOWS
New windows with high U-values would decrease the heating losses11. 

9 www.vegtech.se
10-13 Louise Kronander

WAYS TO MAKE A BUILDING 
MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT

• LIGHTS
To improve the illumination of the building during daylight, flat roof windows can 
be used. It will also provide additional ventilation and together with LED lamps less 
energy consumption would be achieved12.

• SHAPE
A more compact building is more airtight and has less thermal bridges13. 
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The first steps towards our vision are illustrated in the small design. Here an essential 
part was to identify some key changes that can give the building a significance and 
meaning in Hammarkullen. How can we with a restricted budget work towards the 
concept of a plusplus building? These key changes are linked to our vision in the 
way we have worked with the concepts from the vision and the changes are made 
to support it with small modifications that are affordable within a limited budget.

The small design outcome was set off from the thought that a new proposal 
should primarily fulfill the needs of the existing tenants and secondly 
to integrate new developers that are interested in having premises in the 
building. One of the existing tenants wants to open a bakery and a restaurant. 

Another key to our design was to make the building more accessible from all sides 
because now the feeling is that the building has just one face. Keeping this idea 
in mind we opened all sides of the building by integrating the new developers in 
strategic positions. 

In designing the interior structure of the building we created connections and 
collaborations in space. A way of establishing these ideas is to use shared space and 
flexible walls so the premises can be used by multiple actors at different hours. For 
example has FIA and the library common premises. Another example is the wall 
that separates Hammarkullen 365 and FIA. It is made from rotated panels that slide 
away when more space is needed.

In the small design our aim concerning energy efficiency has been to introduce the 
concept of energy efficient building in Hammarkullen through simple and visible 
changes like green roof and new windows.

THE FIRST PROPOSAL 
- SMALL DESIGN

HOW THE SMALL DESIGN CONNECT TO OUR VISION

SCENARIO: To work with the vision through finding small key changes that 
at a smaller cost could make the building more energy efficient as well as collecting 
and communicating the social energy of Hammarkullen.

INCLUSIVE & WELCOMING - Include something for everyone 
in a welcoming local community

•	 Integrate FIA, the library and Hammarkullen 365 in the first floor of the 
building as well as keeping the existing functions and room for associations.

•	 Extend space for existing shops when moving a wall.
•	 Moving interior walls for a new restaurant.

SUSTAINABILITY- A sustainable culture

•	 Change all the windows. 
•	 Add a layer of extra insulation on the outside of the facade.
•	 A new green Sedum roof on the building.
•	 Use LED – lights for lightening up the square and inside the building
•	 Use daylight through flat roof windows.
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SAFETY & IDENTITY - Increase the feeling of safety and support 
positive identity

•	 Increasing the amount of lighting on the square. Mostly directed light on 
trees, the facade and the ground.

•	 More benches and natural spots to sit and talk on the square.
•	 Meeting places and activities on the square through smaller units where 

you can socialize and play games.
•	 The extended roof of the building will be changed to one with an angle 

to open up the facade to the square and increase the public feeling of the 
building.

CULTURE – Support the local actors and artists of Hammarkullen.

•	 Increase the amount of public art as sculptures and murals that is easy for 
people to discover and take interest in.

•	 Make both atelier and exhibition space for local artists and introducing new 
collaborations in space for them and other actors as the library.

•	 Putting up a big poster board that can communicate all cultural activities in 
the area in a location that people will be passing daily.
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SMALL DESIGN - FACADES

Scale 1:400
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SMALL DESIGN -
3D PERSPECTIVE

Plan 1

Basement
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SMALL DESIGN VISUALISATION
View from south-east
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View from north-west
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View ot the flexible walls in the common premises



HOW THE MEDIUM DESIGN CONNECT TO OUR VISION

SCENARIO: Developing the key changes and widen the collaborations in the 
space to work towards our vision of a plus plus house but still keeping much of the 
old building which will be a representation of a lower budget and a consideration of 
the buildings historical value.

INCLUSIVE & WELCOMING - Include something for 
everyone in a welcoming local community

•	 Making extra space for existing shops and bigger space for a new restaurant.
•	 Integrate new developers as FIA, Music, the library and Hammarkullen 

365.
•	 Introducing a glass extension of the fruit store. To store fruit and use the 

second floor as a café, viewpoint and landmark. This is made by a translucent 
material that could be an exciting addition to the structure of the square.

•	 Plant fruit trees on the square.

SUSTAINABILITY - A sustainable Culture

•	 Change the roof into a green Sedum roof.
•	 Change all the windows.
•	 Add an extra layer of insulation on the outside of the facade.
•	 Make the shape of the building more compact and introduce a semi heated 

area in the courtyard and put under a glass roof.

A starting point in the medium design was to develop the key changes from the 
small design and see how our steps towards becoming a plus plus house could be 
visualised. In this design we have worked with collaborations in space more freely 
and haven’t been as limited to budget as in the small design even tought we consider 
this to be a reasonable amount of renovation for the building.

Collaborations and shared space without losing personality has been the key in this 
design. The question of how we can create space that you feel belongs to you but 
that you still share with others has been raised.

The issue of communication is the key in this design also. How to make possibilities 
for the different functions in the building to communicate and how do we 
communicate their existence to the local community. Possibly also the question of 
how we communicate the local community to the rest of Göteborg. One example 
of how we are trying to communicate the buildings existence and energy is through 
moving the library and giving it a visual connection to the new school on the other 
side of the street. We introduce boxes in the facade where you can sit and read so 
that the function of the library can be both public and private at the same time as it 
is communicating to the other side of the street.

In the work towards our vision we are aiming towards making the building feel 
more public and not reserved for specific groups but welcoming for everyone. We 
consider night time activities that are visible from the square being able to provide 
a feeling of safety. The roof extension and the glass extension of the building we 
see as additions to make the building feel more exiting and interesting so that the 
functions might gain from the interest that the building itself might produce.

THE SECOND PROPOSAL 
- MEDIUM DESIGN
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SAFETY & IDENTITY - Increase the feeling of safety and 
support positive identity

•	 Building bay windows in the library that is extended from the facade to 
create more communication, life and activity on the facade around the 
entire house.

•	 Increasing the amount of lighting on the square. Mostly directed light on 
trees, the facade and the ground.

•	 Using the same angled roof as in the small design to make the facade of the 
building feel public and welcoming.

•	 Improving the new square that is created through the FIA entrance on 
the north – west corner of the building facing the swim hall. This will be 
considered with plantings and tiled as well as new benches.

•	 Change ground tiles on the square and around the building to add an extra 
variation and care of the structure of the square.

CULTURE – Support the local actors and artists of Hammarkullen.

•	 Creating a roof extension for artist atelier and work space with big windows 
and light from all directions where the artists can have personal workspaces 
as well as bigger gatherings

•	 Make space for small offices or office hotels that can be used by the local 
cultural community to work with their business and art.

•	 Increase the amount of public art as sculptures and murals that is easy for 
people to discover and take interest in.

•	 Introducing new collaborations in space for the local artists and other actors 
as the library.

•	 Putting up a big poster board that can communicate all cultural activities in 
the area in a location that people will be passing daily.
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MEDIUM DESIGN - PLANS
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MEDIUM DESIGN - FACADES
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Scale 1:400



 
MEDIUM DESIGN - SECTIONS

Section A-A

Section B-B
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Scale 1:400
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MEDIUM DESIGN VISUALISATION
View from north-west
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View from south-east
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View from roof top atelier



In the large design a big step towards the vision of a plusplus building at 
Hammarkulletorget is illustrated. In this step we replace the old square building 
with a new three storey building where we can fully mix functions and create places 
for different local actors to meet without the limitations of an old construction. The 
key changes from the small- and medium design are still the startingpoint but in 
this version they are expanding with the benefits of a bigger financial frame. One 
example of this is the new residential function on the two upper levels that can 
possibly create new meetings and vitalize Hammarkulletorget.

Concerning energy efficiency we are trying to balance the gains of many doors and 
openings that creates a welcoming facade in this public building with the vision of 
a low carbon footprint. With this in concideration other energy saving methods like 
daylight intake, green roof and good insulation as well as making the building as air 
tight as possible is being used.

A translucent material is used on key parts of the building that will be important 
for communicating the functions and the aim with the building. For this reason the 
library is expanded to a two storey building and Hammarkullen 365 gets a three 
storey extension.

HOW THE LARGE DESIGN CONNECT TO OUR VISION

SCENARIO: A visionary project where our view on the plus plus concept 
can be fully integrated. This through a new building that integrates more functions 
and has a wider economical frame. To be able to realize this large design we see a 
scenario where Hammarkullen is more attractive for developers than it is today and 
therefor the central area a key spot to build on.

INCLUSIVE & WELCOMING - Include something for everyone 
in a welcoming local community

•	 Integrate the new developers as FIA, the library and Hammarkullen 365.
•	 Introduce two more floors with rental apartments. Some larger and some 

studio apartments for students to get a mix of functions and night time 
activities on the square.

•	 Include space in the building for office hotels or small businesses that can be 
rented by anyone in Hammarkullen that is starting their own business. Here 
the entrepreneurs could get help in starting up business by a consultant.

•	 Making space for a bigger grocery store on the ground floor of the building.
•	 Giving the library a bigger space with a two storey building and a more 

public design.

SUSTAINABILITY - A sustainable culture

•	 The building is turned in to a plus energy house where not only the energy 
aspect is taken in consideration but also the ecological.

THE THIRD PROPOSAL 
- LARGE DESIGN
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SAFETY & IDENTITY - Increase the feeling of safety and support 
positive identity

•	 Letting the square building be a landmark and a viewpoint of the area by 
raising it a couple of storeys and giving it an interesting design.

•	 Using a suggestion from last year’s student project to turn the tram stop 
towards the north and create a simple direction and a welcoming feeling 
when you get of the tram.

•	 Through using new and improved lightening installations on the square as 
well as making some parts of the house itself light up the area.

CULTURE – Support the local actors and artists of Hammarkullen.

•	 Making the area surrounding the square as well as the translucent parts of 
the facade into exhibitions of local art. To make public art visible and to 
make private art more public.

•	 Create a new part of the building that is only a cultural part with exhibition 
space, cafe, workspaces, atelier and offices in three storeys that is extended 
from the facade to give a public impression

•	 Give space for public art in the ground tiles that gives an artistic and 
personal feeling to the square.
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LARGE DESIGN - PLANS
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Section A-A
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LARGE DESIGN - FACADES
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LARGE DESIGN VISUALISATION
View from south-west
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View from north-east



One of the important things we discovered in this project was how we in the group 
can work with design that origins from dialouge. In this project we tried a concept-
based design where the ideas and visions from the citizens formed the concepts that 
we then based the design on. We belive that ideally this process would not end with 
posters and a written report but should be a consistent form of viewpoint exchange.

We have been approaching the idea of a plus plus project through a definition of 
the concept that is suiting for the specific challenges of a north-east suburb of 
Göteborg. One thing that has been clear in this project is to avoid general definitions 
of concepts or spaces and rather see the unique possibilities in each site and place. 
This is what we have been aiming at with the square building at Hammarkulletorget 
through collaborations and communication in space.

One of the biggest challenges throughout the project was in the participation process 
where we discovered a new way of listening. An approach where you might not ask 
specific questions but rather wait and listen and later process what you have heard.

Also the structure with the three scenarios was a challenge concerning the timeframe 
of the project but since they were important both for us but originally from our 
workshop-group we held on to the idea and made each of them less detailed instead.

In summary we are happy to have been able to work with the plus plus concept. 
Since no one in the group is an expert in sustainable building our focus might 
have shifted towards the social energy that the building could produce and how to 
communicate the identity of Hammarkullen.

 
CONCLUDING REFLECTION
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