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INTRODUCTION

Task
Väderlekstorget is a smaller local square in 
the special and interestingly planned area of 
Väderlekstorget, a little north of Vårväderstorget 
in Biskopsgården, Göteborg. The square has 
since long ago lost its function as a commercial 
service node, and the property owner Willhem 
(private housing company) now wants to 
change it. The idea is to create more dwellings 
in the old building premises of the ground fl oor, 
and perhaps also to densify by adding new 
buildings. Our task has been to study the role 
of the square and search for solutions which 
take into consideration long-term sustainability 
perspectives, the residents’ needs and 
knowledge and the cultural heritage.

The goal of our project was to handle the requests 
and wishes from the property owner, and combine 
those with the needs and hopes of the local 
tenants in the area, trying to merge their ideas 
with ours. 

After walking around in the area, talking with 
local business owners and tenants, we realized 
that there were plenty of issues to be dealt 
with, issues of different scale levels. In order to 
organize our work and to create a frame for our 
project, we decided to look upon Väderlekstorget 
and its environment at three different levels 
of scale. Those levels were the building scale 
(regarding the conversion from retail areas 
to housing); the square scale (dealing with 
the current state of the central square); and 
area scale (allowing us to make suggestions of 
improvements that would benefi t tenants in the 
whole area). 

As the aim of the course is learning to design for 
social inclusion, this was an extremely important 
part of our project. We have arranged interviews 
with people living or working at Väderlekstorget, 
attended local tenant’s association meetings, 
blogged, had e-mail conversations with people 
interested in our project, arranged a workshop, 
etc. We have learned how diffi cult it is to get 
people involved in students projects, but also how 
inspired locals can be in their local community 
enhacement.

As this is the outcome of all our work, all the 
ideas and thoughts of people living in this block, 
and the frames given by the private landlord; we 
hope that we have succeeded in presenting our 
project in such a way that the people participating 
and informing us of the area’s strengths and 
weaknesses, will recognize themselves. 



PROCESS OVERVIEW

At the start of our work we tried to envision wich 
steps to go through to reach the goal. As the goal 
was not so clear in our minds we thought about a 
possible timeline, defi ning the phases we belived 
were important.

As time passed we understood step by step 
the complexity of our project and what it could 
become. We still followed our rough initial plan 
but the timetables we set in our project plan 
needed to be modifi ed. 

While working with this project, at times we 
felt stressed and a little bit lost. The different 
activities we planned felt disconnected from each 
other or didn’t give us the result we expected. 
This lead to some doubts and confusion, but this 
part of the work process brought us to challenge 
our initial vision and to form slightly new 
perspectives along the way.

At the end of this process, even though we made 
some changes to the time- and activity plan, we 
believe that we suceeded with our initial intention 
of combining the activities into one coherent 
project.

GROUP 3 PROJECT PLAN
Tasks WEEK 44 WEEK 45 WEEK 46 WEEK 47 WEEK 48 WEEK 49 WEEK 50 WEEK 51 WEEK 3 W
ANALYSIS
1.Physical environment
2.Existing Buidlings characteristics
3.Traffic networks
4.Statitical 
5.History
6.Case Study
7.Social Environment
PARTICIPATION
1.Interviews
2.Workshops
3.Questionnaires
4.Observation
5.Identification of participants
CONCEPT DESIGN
1.Initial concept proposals
2.Consultation with residents
3.Final concept proposals
PROJECT PROPOSAL
1.Design development
2.Critique
3.Poster preparation
4.Report
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PARTICIPATION
In the beginning we formulated several methods 
for conducting the analysis and participation. 
These included the idea box, formal and informal 
interviews and the main form being the workshop.
This however evolved with time and we found 
some methods would not be effective as expected 
and explored different ones. 

initial participation and communication plan

We were lucky to secure some vacant premises 
on site which we used as our base. We created 
posters that introduced our presence and 
indicated that we would be in the area twice a 
week. This method worked well for us as some of 
the residents would pop in the shop and give us 
their input on the area.

Our presence in the area helped us build a 
relationship with the owners of the premises 
still running in the area who allowed us into the 
spaces and we could ask them questions and get 
their reactions on our proposals quite easily. 

vaderlekstorget.
wordpress.se

Sarah, Emma, Amy och Emilio

gr3.socialinclusion@gmail.com 
vaderlekstorget.wordpress.com  

KONTAKTA OSS 
ELLER KOLLA IN VÅR BLOGG!

nya

Chalmers studentprojekt tillsammans med boende och Willhem

Vi är en grupp arkitekt- och ingenjörstudenter 
som jobbar med ett studentprojekt som handlar 
om förnyelse och ombyggnad av Väderlekstorget. 
Projektet kommer handla om flera olika aspekter: 
omvandla lokalerna i entréplan i husen närmast 
torget, utomhusmiljön, bygga om den föredetta 
sportklubben, förtätning av området med mera.

Vi är intresserade av era kunskaper om området, 
vilka förbättringar som skulle behövas utföras och 
vad som kanske saknas.  Vi skulle vilja samarbeta 
med de boende i området för att göra förslag 
på förändringar, som vi kommer förmedla vidare 
till Willhem (eventuellt kan sammanställningen 
fungera som planeringsunderlag för framtiden). 
Resultatet kommer att presenteras på en utställning i 
Biskopsgården i december.

En workshop kommer att arrangeras i området i den 
gamla hockeyaffären, och alla är självklart välkomna 
att delta. Mer information kommer så småningom.

WORKSHOP!
Det kommer placeras ut idelådor på strategiska 
platser i området. Där kan man lägga en lapp med 
tankar och idéer.

Vi kommer att finnas på plats i området i den gamla 
hockeyaffären främst tisdagar och torsdagar från 
och med vecka 46, men vi kommer även att finnas 
på plats andra tider. Varmt välkomna att komma in, 
dricka lite kaffe och prata lite med oss!

TYCK TILL OM DITT OMRÅDE!

Vi behöver dina 
idéer och tankar!

nnnnynya

I SAMARBETE MED

Communication

blog

newsletter

posters

our “lokal“

fl yers

qualitative

roundtrip

ideabox

questionnaires social media

facebook

quantitative



We put up posters in the area, regarding our 
project and activities, but then we would fi nd 
them removed each time on the following day. 
Hence, we designed fl yers that we put up at all 
the entrances to the buildings to ensure better 
communication.

The blog was also one of the methods we used, 
though we felt that the time was too short for it 
to gain enough followers to give us responses by 
the time we required it. However we continued to 
update our progress on the blog and hope that it 
will still be benefi cial in the long run.

We held a workshop on a Saturday hoping that 
there would be more residents walking about and 
who would be free on a weekend to participate. 
However it was a very cold day. The attendance 
was less than satisfactory but the people who 
came by gave us a lot of valuable inputs on what 
they would like to see, what works or does not 
work. 

For us, the participation was a continuous process 
and we do hope that that will be carried forward. 
Through the process we picked out the main 
issues that the residents and business owners 
pointed out. We analysed them and came up with 
proposals which we shared with the participants 
and were able to get feedback on possible 
improvements. 



ANALYSIS

Historical development

N

Planned by the municipality in 1957, built in the 
following years

Architects were Erik & Tore Ahlsén from 
Stockholm, who did several projects in 
Biskopsgården on behalf of the municipality

Publicly owned from the beginning, built by what 
is present day Poseidons predecessor

Sold to private landlord, changed owner multiple 
times

‘Face lift’ when changing owners, repainting of 
facades etc, no major renovations 

Makeover of fl ats today when residents move out 
(upgradings of bathrooms and kitchens)



low traffi c
medium traffi c
heavy traffi c
entrances
backsides

This map is of particular interest. Basically, 
it’s showing one different aspect to why this 
commercial center is no longer working. The 
main issue is that this square is planned for 
car traffi c. However, many people arrive to this 
neighbourhood by tram (dark blue arrow in the 
right corner). Also, tenants do not enter their 
buildings from the square – the houses are 
turning their backside towards it (marked in red). 
Thus, there is no need for tenants to visit the 
square. Also, people travelling by car either shop 
at the adjacent bigger squares (Vårväderstorget 
and Friskväderstorget), or visit bigger shopping 
malls.

Communications and         
interconnectivity



playgrounds
preschool
BBQ place
allotments
football pitch
meeting place

physical/mental 
barriers

parking lots

car roads

In this map the whereabouts of signifi cant 
functions in the local neighbourhood are mapped 
out. Examples are playgrounds, allotment gardens 
and more general meeting places (including 
informal meeting points such as the parking lot, 
as well as the square itself).

Mapped here are barriers found in this particular 
neighbourhood. These include roads, obstructing 

the interconnectivity in the area; abundant 
parking lots, creating undefi ned spaces that 

pedestrian needs to cross; and also different kind 
of obstacles created to prevent car traffi c in the 

traffi c-separated parts of the area.

Areas of interest

Different types of barriers



VäderlekstorgetVäderlekstororoorV oooooVVVV

LINKS

LINKS

BARRIERS

BARRIERS

HOUSE 3

HOUSE 5 former wrestling club

BASEMENT FLOOR PLAN

GROUND FLOOR PLAN HOUSE 3

GROUND FLOOR PLAN HOUSE 5

storage

circulation

commercial premises

Blueprints study and funcional planSquare analysis
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Strengths:
Attractive facades with big windows
Flexible internal structures
Human scale
Well-designed details
Adapted to the surroundings

Weaknesses:
Poorly adapted for today’s society
Poor insulation
Dated fl oor plans and technical solutions
Entrances to apartments from the back of the 
buildings, not from the square
Ground fl oor on house 5 lack direct access to 
sunlight

BUILDINGS

Identities



SQUARE

AREA

Strengths:
Available spaces
Meeting place
Proximity to both nature and buildings
Well adapted to topography and sunlight

Weaknesses:
Empty premises/closed facades
Inaccessible – not possible to access with 
wheel chair or pram
Dated layout
Redundant parking lots
Focus on car traffi c 

Strengths:
Green, close proximity to the nature
Peaceful and child friendly
Farming, community spirit
Local businesses
Adapted to the topography

Weaknesses:
Isolated
Worn down
Empty premises
Poor integration square-buildings
System defi cits in laundries, garbage 
handling and recycling

the best thing about 
this area is the 
proxipity to nature

children at the 
square but no 
youths or adults

väderlekstorget in 
three words?... worn 
down, forest, view

worst?... the potential 
of the area is yet to 
be fully exploited

the business has 2 
employees working 
weekdays and 3 during 
weekends

the playgrounds are 
in bad conditions and 
feel unsafe

the laundries don’t 
work too well and
they are too few 

 there should be 
more allotments in 
the area

Statements from inhabitants 
building the area’s identity
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Decrease transportations 
and produce soil locally, 
thus  reducing  waste  

Composter

Better 
benches

New 
sitting places

More seating & meeting 
spots all around the area
for a better outdoor 
environment

The existing benches at 
the square are perceived 
as exposed –  more and
better designed benches 
are needed with the 
envisioned changes

Backside
activation

New flats

The reshaping of the 
back of the central 
building in to (yet 

another) front side 

creates conditions for 

housing small shops

Second phase of 
replacement of unused 
premisses with flats

Following the 
transformation of the 
ground floor of house 3 the 
process will expand to 
house 5 (square south side)

 House 5 +
outdoor space

Playgrounds
Playgrounds in the area 
are in poor conditions 
and perceived as unsafe 
– better to reduce the 
quantity in favor of 
quality, enhancing a few 
of them

 

 

New 
pathways

Common
 

board

A simple way of 
spreading 
communication in

 

the neighbourhood

The reduction of parking 
lots space in favor of new 
pathways will provide 
better mobility for 
pedestrians

Laundry room
The shortage of laundry 
facilities has been 
addressed by multiple 
tenants – new facilities 
needed

Ball 
playground

The ball field in the area is in 
poor condition and poorly 
placed – the suggestion is to 
put a new fenced ball court
in the main square instead of 
overdimensioned parking lots

Fountain

The addition of a  
fountain/paddling pool
next to the square would
enhance the outdoor 
environment in the area

New 
basement use

The basement underneath 
the central building is 
empty and damaged by  
water leaks – suggestion is  
to house a preschool 
there. Alternative could be 
4 more flats

 

Accessibility

With increased 
accessibility, the 
attractiveness of the 
square will also increase

New housing
Suggestion of infills in the 
area: rental row houses to 
increase diversity of 
housing locally

New flats

Businesses 
relocation

Relocation of businesses 
in order to build flats, 
avoiding evicting them 
from the area. The poorly 
used central squared 
building could host those 
shops who want to 
remain in the area

New student flats with private 
outdoor space creates life 
around the square. House 3 
(square north side) will be the 
transformed first.

In previously empty 
premises, student flats will 
be built

House 3 + 
outdoor space

Due to the creation of new
apartments, the road next 
to house 5 needs to be  
moved a couple of meters 
and become a shared 
space between cars and
pedestrians

Road change

Mer odling
The allotment gardens in 
the area are appreciated 
– expansion and 
spreading through the
neighbourhood

Fruit trees and 
berry bushes

Farming is popular in the 
area, residents have wished 
for berry bushes and fruit 
trees - to raise attractiveness, 
plantations could be made in
poorly used grassland 

Greenhouse
A greenhouse would 
extend the farming 
season and contribute to 
the community spirit in 
the area, providing an 
appealing mingle place.

New flower plantings  
at the square 
increases its 
attractiveness 

Plantings at
the square

A new building for 
recycling, laundry 
and reuse is placed 
next to the central 
paved square

Multi house

Light system
The lightning in the area is

 in need of improvement 
in order to create a safer 
environment

Light system
The lighting in the area is 
in need of improvement 
in order to create a safer 
environment

Grill place in 
the square 

BBQ
Improve existing 
barbeque spots to make 
them more welcoming 
and usable

Barbeque at house 3 – to 
create a more qualitative 
outdoor environment and 
a new meeting place

Technical systems and infrastructure

New building

Activities for kids

Meeting places

Allotments and green structures

Stage 1 Stage 3

 

Transformation process actions overview and time lapse suggestion

Stage 2

PROPOSAL



AREA PROGRAM
As for the whole area, we have tried to identify 
its strengths and weaknesses. It is peaceful, 
green and child-friendly. Allotments maintained 
by local residents acts a symbol of the area and is 
much appreciated – we would like to spread this 
initiative in the neighbourhood inside the Mistralen 
block.  

Our goal has partly been intended to more clearly 
characterize the outdoor environments in the 
different yards, to create different spaces and 
try to avoid monotony. Needs we have spotted 
include improving playgrounds, better lighting, 
more laundry rooms, a better ball fi eld, planting 
fruit trees and bushes, etc. We also propose the 
construction of a greenhouse for the convenience 
of the tenants farming in the area, thus creating 
a new meeting place. More benches and meeting 
places would also create a more qualitative 
outdoor environment.



Greenhouse

Ball playground

New basement use

New housing

Playgrounds

House 3 reorganization

BBQ

Businesses relocation

Allotment gardens

Laundry room

House 5 reorganization

Composting facility

Multihus

Fruit trees and berries

The fi rst phase is the start of a process intending to 
make this area more functional than it is today. The 
actions taken are relatively simple and should form a 
basis for future improvements. Examples of suggestions 
in this phase are to improve playgrounds and to look 
over the lighting system in the area.

The second phase means creating new systems and 
a more well-functioning infrastructure in the area, by 
adding more laundry rooms and a new system for taking 
care of biological waste by composts etc.

The third phase is the fi nishing of the improvements, 
intending to make this area nicer to live in. 
Improvements made in this phase are adding a 
greenhouse to the area, planting of berry bushes and 
fruit trees and the addition of completely new housing 
units to the area.

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

N



 

 

 
 

SQUARE PROGRAM
A new plan for the square will be necessary 
because of the new usage of the ground fl oors 
of the surrounding houses next to it. The square 
needs to become a more pleasant place for people 
to visit and use in order to attract people, perhaps 
even from surrounding areas. New features we 
would like to add to the square include a barbecue 
area, a playground, a wading pool, and a ball 
court.



During the fi rst step, the focus of the plan is to 
strengthen the connections between the square and 
the rest of the area by making Väderlekstorget a nicer 
place to visit and use. In this step, we recommend to 
start moving businesses from the northern building 
temporarily to empty premises in southern one and to 
the central commercial building. This is made in order 
to start conversions from premises to apartments. The 
façade of the central commercial building needs to be 
reshaped during this step.

BBQ area

New paths

Allotments

Multi-house

New sitting 
places

Ball 
playground

Basement 
frontyard

Road 
modifi cation

Fountain

Back 
activation

Allotments 
expansion

Playground

The second step means the start of building apartments 
in house 5. In addition to this, the backside of the 
central commercial building should be redesigned in 
order to create a condition where businesses could be 
accommodated on this side of the building. Also, the 
second step involves the creation of a multi house, 
intended for recycling, laundry and reuse.

During the third step, the intention is to give the square 
its most optimal design, more or less. A refurbishment 
of the big basement underneath the commercial areas 
are necessary, in order to make a good use of the empty 
space existing there today. Suggestions for actions of 
improvements of the square include a new ball court, a 
paddling pool for children and new plantations. 

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

N



BUILDINGS PROGRAM
Our task was to create the conditions for a 
refurbishment of the bottom fl oors of the houses 
closest to the square, from retail and business 
premises into rental apartments. The goal was to 
provide a satisfying solution of how to improve 
the comfort and functionality in the area, both 
in the housing blocks and in the square, and to 
maximize the usage of existing properties.

We have created several different types of fl oor 
plans for the new apartments and a proposal of an 
addition to one of the houses. We have also made 
a rough sketch of how to improve the function 
of the central commercial building at the square, 
thus trying to retain the existing businesses in the 
area. This means a change in the façade, change 
of the fl oor plan, and improved accessibility – for 
instance, a new wheelchair ramp.

It has been important for us to have fl exibility 
regarding internal use and technical solutions 
in mind, so that it will be able to restore the 
apartments to shops should the need (re)emerge. 



MAIN FEATURES

19 new apartments (10 in house 3, 9 in house 5)

Different sizes, ranging from 25 up to 50 sqm

Flexibility the motto: student, young, elderly, single 
households.

One or two inhabitants.

Floor plans based on previous solutions, structure and 
façade confi guration.

Additions on house 5 in order to better access sunlight.

Flexible fl oor plan – possibility for reconversion into shops, 
should there be such a need.

New outdoor spaces connected to the fl ats, creating a 
buffer zone between public and private.

New and improved insulation respecting the existings. 
New quality materials added, cohexisting with the original 
ones.

Wheelchair accessibility.

N 11 12
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STORE

PIZZERIA

SALON
SHOP

SHOP

SERVICE
AREA

Proposed ground 
fl oor layout of the 
buildings

House 5

Central 
commercial 

building 

House 3



The existing materials and location of services 
was one of our major considerations in the design. 
On the façade we maintained the stone cladding 
below the windows and the timber facing on 
the walls. The sizes of the windows were mostly 
maintained as they are originally and the door 
design was selected from one of the existing 
doors in house 5. With the change of function 
comes the need of privacy, we therefore added 
a buffer zone to create a hierarchy of transition 
from public-semi private-private. The buffer zone 
is staggered along its width to create variation in 
addition to the different materials used to defi ne 
the space.

The interior layout is mostly open plan with 
different zones created using movable furniture. 
These partitions do not extend all the way to the 
ceiling apart from the bathroom to ensure some 
light gets into the spaces in the back. The interior 
is composed of bathroom, living area, sleeping 
area and kitchen. 

New fl ats

Buffer zone and external spaces design



Interior design solution example



1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

STORE

PIZZERIA

SALON SERVICE
AREA

38.577 m

PLAN DESIGN 1

38.553 m2

PLAN DESIGN 2

51.725 m2

PLAN DESIGN 3

STORE

PIPIPIZZZZZZERERERIAIAIA

SASASALOLOLOSS NNN SESESERVRVRVVICICICEEE
AREAAAA

House 3

N

scale 1:100



11 12
13 14 15

16
17

18

19
43.133 m2

PLAN DESIGN 5

26.535 m2

PLAN DESIGN 6

36.359 m2

PLAN DESIGN 7

45.918 m2

PLAN DESIGN 8

43.133 m2

PLAN DESIGN 4

House 5

N

scale 1:100



Previous fl oorplan

New layout concept

STORE

PIZZERIA

SALON

SHOP

SERVICE
AREA

SHOP

SHOP
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When the area was new in the late 1950s, the 
commercial building in the middle of the square 
contained two supermarkets.  The fl oor plan of 
today still consists of these two spaces, where one 
is functioning as the local convenience store. Vast 
spaces are not used.

We have developed a suggestion of a fl oor plan 
that make better use of the available spaces.  
Our goal has been to gather as many of the local 
businesses as possible in this central building, 
in order to create a small commercial cluster, 
thus enhancing the businesses ability to attract 
visitors, and to avoid evicting them when fl ats are 
going to be built in the old business premises in 
the adjacent buildings.

The façade has been recessed a couple of meters 
in order to create a small open area in front of the 
shops. We have moved the pizzeria to the central 
building and arranged the fl oor plan for a small 
outside dining area. This also allows another shop 
to be placed in the front of the building, maybe 
one of the salons in the area.

The backside of the building should be rebuilt 
in order to create a smaller, more informal 
square. With a rearranging of the current 
fl oor plan, we argue that another two or 
three small shops could be fi tted in the 
building, having their entrance at the back of 
the building. The façade has been recessed a 
couple of meter to create access to all three 
shops. 

Central commercial building in Väderlekstorget



New basement use
Underneath the shops there is a vast basement 
which presently is unused.  When the building was 
new, the basement was used for different types 
of hobbies and the façade consisted of numerous 
windows which made it open and inviting.  During 
a renovation of the basement almost all the 
windows were removed, making it a closed, 
uninviting façade. 

Our suggestion is to reopen the façade and more 
or less restore it to the way it looked when it 
was new, as well as make some small additions 
to it. This is made in order to be able to house a 
kindergarten in the basement, which of course 
needs lots of day light.

We believe that having a preschool in close 
proximity to the square, a livelier atmosphere 
would be created, thus improving the whole area. 
It would also be a means to shorten the long 
kindergarten queues in Göteborg. 
Another possible alternative would be to create 
some small fl ats and extra storage in the back of 
the new apartments.

Original facade

Actual facade

New facade concept



CONCLUSIONS
Critical refl ections
From our point of view, there are so many 
important aspects when refl ecting upon our work 
during this project. There are lots of specifi c 
qualities to this area, and also rather special 
circumstances. 

First, we really appreciate the existing buildings at 
Väderlekstorget and our initial reaction was that 
it was a shame to transform these lovely shop 
premises to housing. They are very well designed 
with an appealing aesthetics, and one could only 
imagine how idyllic it would have been to live in 
this area and do ones’ daily shopping there. It is 
problematic to change both the existing facades 
and the current use of space. In an ideal world, 
these shops would be kept, contributing to a 
thriving local community. As it is today, some are 
used as shops; some are used as production sites, 
not interacting with the tenants in the area; and 
some are just empty. 

To rent the space in the central commercial 
building is rather expensive, according to what 
we have heard from one shop owner, but in the 
surrounding houses rents are relatively low. This 
means that even though preconditions on site 
are fairly good, there are still lots of obstacles 
before one could transform the premises in to 
successful shops. We believe that these obstacles 
mainly are the square’s position, between the 
two bigger commercial squares Vårväderstorget 
and Friskväderstorget and the fact that the 
tenants enter their buildings from the opposite 
side of the square when entering the area with 
the very important tram connection. With the 
current housing defi cit in the city of Göteborg, 
we believe that it is better to have housing in the 
empty premises rather than keeping them in their 
current abandoned state.

Secondly, we believe that this area is of a great 
importance when considering it as a cultural 
heritage. The design of the overall area is to our 
knowledge quite unique, which means that this is 
an important aspect to keep in mind if one’s going 
to transform it. It’s very diffi cult to tell how a 
change from shops to housing will affect this area. 
Would it be perceived differently? Will some of 
its soul disappear? Would it actually work better? 
These are all important questions that we have 
tried to keep in the back of our mind during this 
whole project.  Our approach has been a humble 
one, realizing our limitations in foreseeing future 
events, but also trying to keep the feeling this 
area has to it; modernizing it without damaging 
it; and to respect the buildings as well as tenants 
and shop owners. 



Thirdly, in this particular area, it seems that 
gentrifi cation is going on. The landlord owning 
the buildings, housing as well as commercial 
spaces, are renovating the existing fl ats when a 
tenant is moving out. There are many aspects to 
this. Renovation is of course good, since little has 
been done since the neighbourhood was built, 
and maintenance is necessary. What one needs 
to keep in mind here is that the renovations 
taking place are mainly upgrading of kitchens and 
bathrooms, not adding additional insulation etc. 
which would be a more sustainable approach. 
Also, these renovations leads to extra costs and 
higher levels of rents, which in the long run 
leads to a change in the type of people having 
the availability to live at Väderlekstorget. This 
is gentrifi cation. The actions of the landlord 
don’t lead to renovictions, but they do lead to 
gentrifi cation.

The improvements of the area suggested in 
this project could also, through increased 
attractiveness of the neighbourhood, may well in 
the long run also lead to gentrifi cation. Still, we 
think that inhabitants in this area deserve better 
than the current, rather run down situation. It has 
been important to us to try to consider economic 
aspects, keeping costs down, and also to propose 
interventions to a low cost thus improving the 
area without increasing tenants’ rents. To optimize 
usage of empty space has also been one part of 
this intention of ours, thus make savings for the 
landlord and avoid higher rents for tenants.
With all these three very important aspects in 
the back of our head, we have tried our best to 
help improving this area and do the best out of a 
disadvantaged situation. To us, this seems like the 
most sustainable option.



FInal remarks
We experienced many challenges from the outset. 
The main component of the project was creation 
of student fl ats, therefore implying that the target 
group would most likely be non-residents. We 
therefore had to make the participation exercise 
be benefi cial to the people presently residing 
there by expanding the scope to not only the fl 
ats but also the overall outdoor environment.

There were very few people walking about in the 
area at any given time and worse still, around 
the square due to its weak orientation in relation 
to the other buildings’ entrances. This was a big 
challenge especially when trying to conduct the 
workshop and communicating with the residents 
using our various participation strategies.
We learnt that as professionals in the built 
environment, it is important to listen to the people 
we design for and that we can get great ideas for 
improvement through listening to the residents 
and business owners and observing the utilization 
of the existing space.

We also realized just how important it is to take 
in consideration such important aspects as the 
cultural heritage of a site or a community, as well 
as the soul of this neighbourhood. We have tried 
to respect the existing structures and architecture 
when designing our proposal. Our goal has 
been to do the best out of a disadvantaged 
situation, considering that the preferred situation 
would have been a vivid central square and 
neighbourhood in accordance to the architects’ 
initial vision. 

In this area, it seems that gentrifi cation is going 
on. The landlords ongoing upgrading of the 
apartments leads to a change in population, due 
to raised rents. We have tried to address this 
by providing more housing, leading to a bigger 
income for the landlord, and also by suggestions 
of optimizing existing space, leading to savings 
or even new income sources.  By doing this, our 
intention is to keep incentives of raising tenants’ 
rents at a minimum level.

The proposals we made we contribute to a more 
revitalized urban environment as most of the 
ideas came from the residents. We feel privileged 
that our proposals may be implemented by the 
housing company who we are working with. We 
hope that the company will develop the area over 
time as outlined in the phasing programme to 
make the participation process worthwhile for the 
residents. 

The highs and lows throughout were a good 
learning experience in themselves. We learnt a 
great deal especially about inclusive design, how 
to combine the public’s ideas and our individual 
ideas within the group. As we come to the 
conclusion of the course we believe that this is not 
the end but the beginning of the implementation 
process and the dialogue between the residents 
and the landlord for the continued development of 
Mistralen.


