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Introduction



Why was this interesting for us?

New student apartments would have the potential to bring in lots people from city center to Hammarkullen, 
not only coming for once but living their daily life here. We all know that people in Hammarkullen go to city 
center shopping. But how can connection and communication between the city and Hammarkullen be 
strengthened without flow from both directions? People are easily influenced by media because they do not 
know anyone that has really been to Hammarkullen.

Criminal related issues in suburbs are usually described as "youth problem". Behind this is a relatively 
lower education level and a reality that educational resource in these areas are gradually taken away. The 
introduction of university students into Hammarkullen could create an opportunity to inspire local youth by 
building communication and interaction between them.

Aims and Task

The aim is to present new ideas to a group of stakeholders who 
plan for new student housing in Hammarkullen. The task is to 
develop a programme and an overall design proposal for one 
or several houses with student apartments close to the square. 
It may involve participatory methods with possible future tenant 
groups, e.g. youth in Angered and students of the city.

Project Time Line

October 2013
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PAST PRESENT FUTURE

2013

DEMONSTRATIONS
Inhabitants of Hammar-
kullen saves their public 
bath. 

DEMONSTRATIONS 
Loss of the school cut 

downs.

ANGERED CENTRUM
Opening of the Shoppingmall 
intended for the “satellite cities” 
around the Angered area.

THE CARNIVAL
The �rst annual carnival

HAMMARKULLEN
Start of construction

HAMMARKULLETORGET 
The square of 

Hammarkullen is completed

THE TRAM LINE
Streched out in di�erent stages.
Hammarkullen - Hjällbo - Angereds centrum

1992

2010

2010

LIBRARY
Opening of the 
Hammarkullen library

DEMONSTRATION
Inhabitants saves their library.

CENTRE FOR URBAN STUDIES
The Gothenburg Uni. and Chalmers Uni.

moves a part of their studies to Hammarkullen.

The carnival
First annual carnival

The Spirit of Hammarkullen

Areas such as Hammarkullen rapidly transformed to matters of estrangement, 
turbulence and condemnation. Mass-media early exposed the district to slander and 
stigmatization as well as it has been victim of  municipal downturns. The inhabitants 
stood tired of frequently being reached not being as good as others. Constructive 
initiatives among the population were established as a result of numerous difficulties 
and obstacles that Hammarkullen experienced through four and a half decades. This is 
known as "the spirit of Hammarkullen". They have realized several of their requirements 
for improvements through occupations, appeals and demonstrations.

1986

Folkets Hus

The Million Programme

The Swedish policy to build one million new apartments within ten years, during 1965-
1975, made the suburb of Gothenburg, Hammarkullen, a part of what is known as “The 
Million Programme” in 1968. The demands were to keep costs down and to make the 
production as efficent as possible. Requirements of cost-efficient solutions led to an 
absence of general attention for the environment as well as for the needs of individuals. 
One could discover complications in the premature phase throughout the construction. 
It became worse during times of financial constraints and decreasing number of 
inhabitants in the municipality. This distorted the plans for Hammarkullen; a part of 
Angered that was intentioned to stand as an independent satellite town in the periphery 
of Gothenburg. 



The Inhabitants

Hammarkullen was mainly planned for Swedish working class, which was 
gradually replaced by workers and refugees moving in from other countries. The 
origin of the majority of those immigrants also varied over time, from Finland, 
Italy, former Yugoslavia to Latin America, Iran and Somalia. Thereby, the ethnic 
composition of the area has shifted over time.
 
A relatively low education level appeared in the beginning of this area and 
remained untill today with different reasons over time. In the 1970’s when 
Swedish working class lived in Hammarkullen, knowledge and education were 
not as highly valued as today – at that time people could easily get a job to make 
a living without higher education.

Some of the immigrants coming to Hammarkullen were well-educated, but have failed to 
use their knowledge in a different context.  Some of them have suffered a lot before coming 
here and now have to struggle to learn the language and make a living without further study 
opportunities. This pressure also influences youth in Hammarkullen today.
 
The continuously low education level is related to issues such as unemployment, relatively 
low income and social status, which are often related to social problems. For youth, the 
future of Hammarkullen, what prevent them to reach higher education is not only a problem 
of accessibility, but also a loss of hope and confidence. At the same time of physical 
environment improvement, there is cut downs of schools in Hammarkullen in recent years, 
which limits possibility of education.
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Hope
I want to be an 
architect!

Chalmers isn't for 
me. I can’t become a 
doctor or architect.

Listening to people in Hammarkullen along our way of developing the project, we 
gradually build our understanding that physical environment improvements are not 

enough to solve root problems and to make a real sustainable change. 

No change could take place without people holding hope at hand. But it’s so easy to 
lose our hope when we grow up getting to know reality and to stop dreaming and when 
we get old passion too often fades away. Education, in this case, is a weapon we use 
to lighten hope by bringing in joy of life to all generations and build confidence of youth 

towards future. 

Mohammed 11 years old       
Hammarkullen

Daniel 18 years old
Hammarkullen

Children Youth



Resource Taken Away

In 2009 civil servants at the city district 
administration suggested that the library in 

Hammarkullen should be closed, to save money 
for the municipality. Due to massive protesting 

from the inhabitants of Hammarkullen that didn’t 
happen. There have also been suggestions to 
close Mixgården after school-activities centre 
and the Hammarbadet swimming hall for the 
same reason: in order to save money for the 

municipality. 

Meeting is not enough

There have been attempts from Mixgården 
to inspire young people in Hammarkullen by 

letting young people meeting people going to 
university from Angered. But it is hard to keep 

the inspiration for a long time given by someone 
who comes and talks for a while and then leave. 

I am worried 
about my 
children

Pedestrian woman on the square of Hammarkullen

Göteborg
Angered
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Källa: 2013, Göteborgs stad

HammarkullenGöteborg

14%

47%

Share of inhabitants over x year with 
at least three years higher education

The future group
As we can see a third of the population of 

Hammarkullen is 18 years old or younger. In other 
words: If one wants to reach out to young people 
Hammarkullen is a good place to do it. We want 
all of them to feel that they can become whatever 
they want to become. For some this means that 

they will go on and study at university level.

Education? 
-Situation in Hammarkullen

Education level

The highest level of education is generally lower in 
Hammarkullen than in Gothenburg as a whole.
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HammarkullenThe square of 
Hammarkullen

Mixgården

Hammarhus home for elderly

El Sistema

Centre for urban studies F7 

Folkhögskolan in Angered F6 

Hammarkullens Library E  

Folkets Hus F1

Culture diversity

Hidden knowledge

Sources of education and culture related organisations are the resources of 
Hammarkullen. Many of these organisations are located near the square of 
Hammarkullen: EL Sistema, Mixgården, Hammarhus home for eldery, Centre 
for Urban Studies, Folkhögskolan in Angered, Folkets' House, Hammarkullens' 
Library...

These organisations are closely linked to certain groups of local people and 
their activities can be seen as collections of their varied resources. Cooperation 
between organisations could lead to meetings between people which would 
mean gathering and exchanging resources, creating extra values.

Although the fact is not easy to change that some education related 
resources are taken away, there are still lots of hidden resource in 
Hammarkullen that could be discovered, collected and used to make a 
significant change by providing chances of learning and inspiring in varied 
ways beyond school.

Organisations

The elderlies are resource of experience and knowledge that is often 
forgotten.

Hammarhus old people’s home is a bit like an isolated island in Hammarkullen. 
People say that they never even see the old people outside. Why? Most of 
them don’t have any reason to go outdoors – there is not many public spaces 
that they could visit and use. 
Nor do they have activities together with young people and children. Some 
old people living here don’t have many visitors from outside.

Maria, member of the staff of Hammarhus, thinks that a lot of old people 
would like to have the possibility to grow flowers and vegetables.

Daisy 76 years old
Living in Hammarhus old people's home

The elderlies

I do not know what I 
want or what would 
be nice for me. It is no 
use. No one wants to 
do anything

Resource



Invisible to the public
Although there are lots of activities arranged by organisations, 
they are not visible from the outside (for example the recording 
room of Mixgården is in the basement and the Centre for 
Urban Studies is located on the 7th floor). This invisibility 
prevents the spirit spreading outside, felt and shared by more 
people, to get inspired.

OBSERVATIONS

Locally based
Many of the organisations are locally based lacking links 
with other parts of the city, which leads to less opportunities 
to exchange and interact, thus making the resources in 
Hammarkullen a bit isolated.

Spacially separated
The organisations are located geographically separated, 
with few shared spaces. Even in the same building – 
Hammarkulletorget 62B – they are located on different floors 
and are not seen by each other. This situation prevents 
possible informal encounters, cooperation and interaction 
between them.

Hidden resource
The elderlies are hidden resource of experience. Moreover, 
people living in Hammarkullen come from different parts of the 
world: they are a resource of different knowledge and cultures.

Gather down to the square
Rooms used by different organisations are gathered in the 
Hammarkulletorget square – the heart of Hammarkullen – where people 
are passing by every day. This way the influence of education expands.

STRATEGIES

Transparency to create visibility
Using transparent material to make the rooms where varied activities are 

happening visible from the outside, as a way to share inspiration.

Share space
Provide common rooms, shared by organisations and different group 
of people to ensure that rooms are used more efficient and to create 
opportunities for people to meet.

Take care of hidden resources and add new 
actors to make Hammarkullen better connected
Discover hidden resources, take care of them to fulfill their value by 
offering space and arranging activities to support them. To connect 
Hammarkullen more closely with the city, new actor from the city adding 
into the local context will be a significant opportunity for Hammarkulelen.



It is commonly known that there are people with varied culture 
background living in Hammarkullen. But when we look into this, we see 
an in-flow and out-flow of people and groups from different cultures 
over time. Hammarkullen has been the first step to live in Sweden for 
immigrants in the recent years. When they find a job and have higher 
income they move out. This in-flow and out-flow over time create 
different layers of culture in Hammarkullen which could be seen as a 
great asset and a resource.

1969

1971

1978

1980

1992

In-flow and out-flow over time

Instead of letting these cultural resources simply being replaced by 
another one over time, conserving and accumulating these resources 
could create an opportunity to build a valuable and unique source of 
knowledge and culture.
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Site

GFS
The United Students’ 
Unions of Gothenburg

Fastighetskontoret

Samhällsbyggnadskontoret

Boplats

Other actors involved

Göteborg 2021 Göteborg & Co

Framtidenkoncernen

Angereds ungdomsråd

Stadsledningskontoret

SDF Angered
Stadsdelsförvaltningen Angered

Bostadsbolaget
Municipal management company for public service

Student Housing
in Hammarkullen

SGS
studentbostader

Magnus Bonander
Director of property at SGS 

Mikael Olehede
Project manager, property development

Wenche Lerme
Development director/organizer 

Linus Månsson
President

View of the square of Hammarkullen during night today

About the project The project aims to develop a design proposal for new student housing that 
will take place in an area located next to the Hammarkulletorget square. 

To get information, hear wishes and requirements from different perspectives 
we interviewed representatives of core actors involved in this project: 
SDF Angered (facilitator), GFS (advisor and opinion maker), SGS and 
Bostadsbolaget (possible investors).

The reality that possible investors of student housing see investing in 
Hammarkullen as a high risky action made us rethink the purpose of our project. 
A visionary project with strategies and ideas that could change their mind or at 
least show them another way to see this project is set as a goal, instead of a 
constructive student housing building proposal with design details. Analysis on 
possibility and potential of building student housing in Hammarkullen is also added 
as an important basis for the project for the same reason.

Potential



The soil:
What makes it possible to have student housing in Hammarkullen?

We see this project as a growing process. The student 
housing project is a seed to be put into the fertile soil of 
Hammarkullen to grow and develop, ensuring a bright 
future. 

1. Convenient public transportation

 Tram lines connecting 

Hammarkullen to universities 
and the center

min to Centralstationen

min to Chalmers

min to GU

Despite the bad picture of Hammarkullen made by media, 
the statistics show that the criminal rate is much lower in 
the area compared with city centre.

56% 
lower criminal rate in Angered than in  Gothenburg city.

Source: Brottsförebyggande Rådet, 2012.

There are a number of smaller 
shops around the square in 
Hammarkullen.

min to Angered Centrum 

by tram where there are 
complementary supermarket 
and different necessary 
functions.

Nature both around and inside 
Hammarkullen and the cultural diversity 
in the area have the potential to offer 
a student housing project with unique 
qualities. When we look at different 
student housing projects around the 
world (Tietgen Dormitory in Copenhagen 
etc.) it is not the ones with cheap rent 
price but those with unique qualities that 
create huge value and interest.

2. Service

3. Security 4. Nature around and culture diversity



The seed: 
What does student housing mean to Hammarkullen?

First step towards change

We learned from our interviews that the reality in Hammarkullen is that 
different actors are waiting for someone else to do something first. The 
student housing companies wants to have more shops and services before 
they build student housing. Shop investors are waiting for students to move 
in to have a bigger customer base.

However, student housing should be the first step for a change in 
Hammarkullen followed by chain reactions which together will bring 

Hammarkullen a brighter future.

Demand and purchase power1

2 Up-to-date knowledge and passion

3 International background, eye open to a 
whole world of possibilities

4 Social network connected to the city centre

5 Longer stay = continuous influence

Student Housing Means:

View of the fruitshop on the square of Hammarkullen View of the building containing; Hammarhus home for elderly, 
Folkets' hus, Folkhögskolan i Angered, Library, Centre for Urban 

Studies

View from the square of Hammarkullen towards the tram station stop



View from the square of Hammarkullen towards the tram station stop

The plant:
What impact will student housing make on Hammarkullen?

Hammarkulletorget

Mixgården

Hammarhus äldreboende

El Sistema

Centre for urban studies

Folkhögskolan i Angered

Hammarkullens Bibliotek

Folkets Hus

Culture diversity

Hidden knowledge

NR

University Student

International multicultural 
background

Knowledge of different 
disciplines

Experience of high 
education

Global and local social 
network

Public life and local 
network

Life experience and 
knowledge from real life

Opportunities to 
practice and apply 
knowledge

The Elderly

Knowledge and 
experience

Time

Resource

Need

Interaction with 
other social 
groups

Activities

Contacts and confidence 
for continued studies

Examples in life of higher 
education

Experience of other areas

Local Youth

International multicultural 
background

Local social network

Open minds and energy

2. Connect organizations
Together with the square, student housing with shared 
spaces form a platform to collect resources, gather 
organisations and promote cooperation between them.

1. Link Three Groups
University students will come as a fresh and active actor 
which offers chances to promote interaction among 
students, local youth and the elderly. During the process 
of interaction, resources they have could be taken care 
of and made use of to satisfy needs, create source of 
value and benefit more people.

Satisfy each other's needs 
with their resources

Gather resources to create 
sources of knowledge and 
value

Source of knowledge benefit 
other people

Resource

Need



1. Formal and Informal Interviews
The starting point of our project is based on informal interviews with children and high school students 
during children participation and guide tour arranged in the first few weeks of this course. We find it 
really important to have conversation especially with local people in a casual way instead of a formal 
interview. The more they feel comfortable the more views and real feeling we can get from them. We 
talked with people living in Hammarkullen of different age, gender and occupations, and also people 
that used to live in Hammarkullen for several years. Based on these talks we built our understanding of 
the real Hammarkullen. People's voice goes thoughout the whole process of developing our project, 
from "from our first idea to the final presentation.

We also had interviews with stakeholders, possible investors and organizations related to the 
project:  SDF Angered, GFS, SGS and Bostadsbolaget. From them we got a clear picture of wishes, 
requirement and limits of the project.

2. Blog
We opened a blog to communicate with people about our 
project. It become a useful tool when we started the online 
survey. And the survey in turn attracted more people to visit our 
blog getting to know more about Hammarkullen.

Participation Activities



The online survey collected opinions 
from 30 university students from different 
countries. The result clearly shows that 
cultural diversity and nature quality would 
be very attractive factors for student to 
move to Hammarkullen.

At the Christmas market in Hammarkullen, we arranged a 
workshop to get feedback and new ideas from local people, 
about linking university student with local youth and the elderly, 
by sharing spaces and having activities together. The reflection 
was quite positive. People thought that this strategy is 
important to Hammarkullen and that it could make a difference 
benefiting both children and the youth.

That youngsters in 
Hammarkullen meets 

university students feels 
important

I believe cooperation 
especially between 

students and youth really 
could work

While studying what is more important for you? 

Experience different CULTURE 42% 

What factor would attract you to live in 
Hammarkullen?
Convenient public TRANSPORTATION 24% 
Close to NATURE 19% 

3. Survey 4. Workshop
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Our main purpose has been to link people and to create 
opportunities that can gain everybody in varied ways. 

One other thing that has been important to us is to create valuable quality not only 
for studenthousing but also for all inhabitants of the area by keeping the nature. 

Also, social sustainability has been in focus through the whole project.

The Purpose



To connect people and 
groups by sharing space 
among organizations to 
support varied activities

Located close to the square which is 
considered as the heart of Hammarkullen, 
student housing project could be combined 
with indoor and outdoor public spaces used 
and shared by students and local people.

Existing organizations can have a role of 
taking care of shared space and arranging 
for activities to connect people.

These activities and interactions could be 
seen from the square and more people 
can be influenced and involved which in 
turn make the square safe and active as life 
going on all the time.

How three groups of people and organizations are connected with activities and shared space



Night View from the square of Hammarkullen towards the the Student Housing
At nights transparent boxes and windows of common rooms are a part of the street lightning creating a feeling of security.



SITE
Tram station

Office
Shops

School

Gym

Parking

Parking

Parking

Residential building

Residential building

Residential building

Residential building

Residential building

The Project

From analysis before, we set our goal of 
connecting people and resource to create a win-
win situation for all of them through this project, at 
the same time make use of the nature to create 
unique quality and extra value for student housing.

unused buildings

leisure activity

The main path
Build a main path as the main 
public space connecting the 
square and the open space 
linked to residential buildings 
with a small square in the 
middle.



Transparent
public buildings
Put transparent boxes in the 
square and along the main path, 
which are used as indoor public 
spaces shared by organizations 
and groups. Transparency means 
that the activities going on in them 
are visible from outside and also 
that light comes out when it's 
dark outside, producing a sense 
of security.

Student housing
Student housing combined with 
transparent boxes creating more 
opportunities for students and 
locals to meet, linking their lives 
with shared space and common 
activities.

Nature
Plan the student housing with 
space between buildings 
allowing nature to come 
through between the buildings 
into the square. Develop 
the space in between the 
buildings into semi-public 
space to provide space for 
varied outdoor activities.

Green space
Allow the nature to extend 
from the hill to the square by 
developing the roofs of two 
student housing buildings into 
green parc-alike roofs and by 
placing transparent green houses 
on the square that on one hand 
take down the scale of the 
square, and also to bring sense 
of green and sustainability into the 
centre of Hammarkullen. 

Windows
Place the student housing buildings 
in different angles towards the 
square and paths. In the rooms 
facing them are common spaces 
for the student are places, with big 
windows, which not only spreads 
light but also an active atmosphere. 

Muslim woman
in fruitshop

I never move around out 
here. Not after 5pm when it 
is getting darker. Then it is 
scary. I go to the city center 
once a week instead.



N

Tram stationShops and service

62B offices and organisations

Residential building

Parking lot



Green house

Exhibitions/Interactive Learning Displays: Though several spaces between these 
can be used as casual seating areas, a number of them can also be exploited 
for demonstrating interactive exhibitions/displays as well as the most recent 
at-home urban gardening solutions.
 
Living Plant Library: An indoor space exposing different (live) species. Also, 
adjoining shelves have an offer of seedlings for the inhabitants to bring to their 
homes to plant. This “library” is a place where not only all senses are able to be 
stimulated at the same time as you gain knowledge, but also where the “books” 
do not have to be returned.
 
Knowledge Laboratory: From digital presentations on the newest urban 
agriculture methods to a space for hands-on demonstrations and food 
preparation courses, this part of the building program acts as a knowledge 
node.
 
Public Living Room: This space invites the casual visitor to pause, reflect and 
enjoy the beauty of the room. A space that can be appreciated the whole year 
round, regardless of the Swedish weather circumstances with pouring rain, 
strong winds and the rough cold several months of the year.

Student housing

Common room: living room with common 
kitchen to create rich social life. Big window 
towards the square to both inspire people 
passing by and to create a feeling of security 
also at night.

Apartments: three types of apartment (15.4, 
21.4 and 22 square meters) with handicapped 
accessible bathrooms, small kitchen and study 
space. The bigger one offers possibility to share 
between two people.

Natural teraces: Instead of balconies and 
teraces, we use the nature itself.Not to be 
forgotten, this is one of the greatest resources 
of Hammarkullen. This gives the students the 
direct tactile feeling of nature that one thrives for 
when usually going out on a balcony.

Public buildings

Communication: staircase and elevator

Public facilities: cafeteria, multifunctional 
room; conference room, study room, 
homework tutoring, organization usage, 
party room etc.





View of the square of Hammarkullen towards a greenhouse and the Student Housing
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Education is the most 
powerful weapon 
which you can use to 
change the world

Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela

As Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela said, education is the most powerful 
weapon which you can use to change the world.

Re:Source is a trial to propose a new way to deal with common 
questions as social isolation, separation and stigma by inspiring and 
connecting people with education in Hammarkullen, as a suburb area 
in Gothenburg, a typical million program area in Sweden and one of 
thousands of the mass housing areas in the world. Aware of similar 
physical environment and shared social issues in these areas, ideas in 
Hammarkullen could offer the world inspiration on different levels. 

Developed by rediscovering, collecting and sharing local resources 
and activated with knowledge from outside, the education we want 
to introduce to Hammarkullen is aimed at creating a win-win situation 
for all. A public urban resource is built for this purpose, shared 
by organizations, university students and local people of different 
generations. This resource consists of knowledge and space to share 
and develop knowledge, and green lifestyles gains from knowledge. 
Education, in this case, is understood not only a way to higher income 
but also a chance to bring in joy, confidence, social and environmental 
sustainability rising hope for life and future.

GlobaltHammarkullen City Nationellt



Hope

I want to be 
an architect!

Yes, I can!

Children Youth



Appendix



Result in detail of Online Survey






