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Abstract

In this portfolio we go through our student project that deals with 
the waste issue in Bredfjäll, a neighbourhood of nine buildings 
in Hammarkullen, a suburb of Gothenburg. The whole issue was 
brought to the front by local residents who formed an initiative 
about the waste. 

The first part of our project was dedicated to the analysis and the 
origins of the current situation. Approaching users and decision 
makers was the first step. Discussing about the issue with people 
in the streets of Bredfjäll, meeting separately each landlord, the 
tenant and the women association, running a workshop open for all 
tenants helped us collect more information on the area’s problems 
and potential. Another objective was to participate in local meet-
ings and events, such as the Tenants’ Initiative meeting and the 
Christmas Market, to have a clearer image of what really needs to 
be implemented, why and how. 

At the same time, we tried to enhance our perception of the Million 
Home Programme areas through literature studies, since our pro-
ject belongs to the same context. We also made our own obser-
vations over the social and spatial patterns of Bredfjäll. The main 
conclusion from this combined analysis was that the waste prob-
lem is an indicator of a bigger communication issue, and of a lack 
of meeting spaces, facilities and feeling of belonging among the 
tenants, creating a general disrespect for the public space. 

Our proposal is an effort to address those problems, by using what 
was recognized as potential in the area, such as the involvement 
of youth, and the strong social network. Having in mind the major 
issues identified during our analysis, we tried to provide a master 
plan for Bredfjäll that includes several smaller interventions about 
waste, laundry and furniture exchange facilities, as well as ideas for 
the future that could strengthen interaction among tenants and give 
new life to the shared space. 

To help visualize how Bredfjäll can look like after some of our inter-
ventions, we concentrated on a selected area that serves as a pilot 
for the rest of the project. There, we tried to depict how the main 
facilities complement each other while creating a reactivated meet-
ing place in between them. 

In the limited time we had, we thought that elements from our anal-
ysis and proposal could be used by groups that will have to deal 
with the same area in the future. This portfolio, could therefore be 
seen not only as a tool for the tenant association initiative to push 
things towards a more sustainable Bredfjäll, but also as a starting 
point for future projects to re-examine, discard, or develop in a 
larger scale some of our ideas. 

 

This is a compilation of material from a project work within the course 
Design and Planning for Social Inclusion, 22,5 credits, part of the 
Master Programme Design for Sustainable Development, Department 
of Architecture, Chalmers University of Technology Oct - Jan 2013-14

Authors: Frederick Nyandiko - Architect, Yannis Anagnostopoulos - 
Architect, Sofia Park - Interior architect and Marine Villaret - Architect
Examiner: Pål Castell, castell@chalmers.se
Course assistants: Jessica Andersson, Emílio Brandão 
Tutor: Erik Berg 
Critics: Frida Skarp, Lisa Bomble
Additional information: http://suburbsdesign.wordpress.com/
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BACKGROUND > 

The context of the Million Home Programme
The period after the Second World War was very prosperous for 
Sweden. The end of the war resulted in an extra boost of the 
Swedish economy, which had already been continuously increas-
ing since 1930. 

The blossoming economy created an increasing demand for larger 
homes and higher housing standards. The young generation had 
the possibility to move out of the small, crowded apartments they 
had shared with parents and siblings and want homes of their own. 
This combined with a growing urbanization finally resulted in hous-
ing shortages across the country, especially in the three biggest 
cities, Gothenburg, Stockholm and Malmö, that grew by an aver-
age of 40,000 people a year (Berggren, 2012). 

This issue had been on the agenda of the politics for already four 
decades when the Social Democratic Party decided that all Swed-
ish citizens had to be provided with good housing at affordable 
rents according to the modernistic design ideals. For this reason, 
it was decided that new healthy suburban areas would be devel-
oped. The same political ideals also led to the demolision of 40% 
of the existing housing stocks in the largest cities, to clean up the 
“unsanitary” central city districts. 

The Million Home Programme, as the development programme 
was named, was carried out between 1965-1975. During this 
ten year period one million units where built which corresponded 
to over a third of the existing housing stock in Sweden. But the 
increased building rate had started already a few years before in 
the period known as the Record Years. The apartments usually 
consist of 3 rooms and occupy around 80m2 of floor space. Usual-
ly entire new neighbourhoods required the construction of a service 
centre, and the separation of traffic was a major design issue. Most 
of the structures were made of site-cast concrete, while bricks and 
cement were the most common materials for the facades. Archi-
tectural juries of the programme praised the idea of well designed 
pedestrian paths and connection to the environment, either in a 
micro-scale, or by scattering houses over large, green park-like 
areas (Hall & Viden, 2005). 

Housing production and consumption were made easier due to 
large governmental subsidies, and mortage rules favoured large 
scale developments (Hall & Viden, 2005). 

Because of the time-pressure, tight budgets and stress, not all 
the ideas where executed as proposed on paper. This resulted in 
repetitive buildings and often a lack of a particular level of details 
(Berggren, 2012).

On the other hand, housing standards were raised dramatically, 
although outdoor environment was not prioritized in general. Nega-
tive opinions especially about apartment blocks had already began 
in the late ‘60s, speaking of their monotony, their alienation, their 
lack of transport, services and designed surroundings. As for the 
large-scale buildings, their individual architectural and planning 
qualities where often ignored. However, the apartment flats are of 
great spatial quality and the critique was often targeting the loca-
tion rather than the architecture itself. In general, the buildings of 
the Million Home Era have lasted very well, but to fully live up to 
their modernistic architectural style, frequent maintainence is need-
ed (Hall & Viden, 2005).

Nowadays the program is often only associated with the mostly 
repetitive apartment blocks in suburbs close to the big cities, even 
though the houses built in the suburbs of Stockholm, Gothenburg 
and Malmö are only half of the programme’s total (Berggren, 2012). 

Hammarkullen is often described, along with other areas across 
the country, as a typical example of the Million Home Programme, 
exhibiting many of the issues brought up in the critique of the pro-
gramme. But also facing a lot of prejudice through biased media 
coverage.

 

ABOUT THE INITIATIVE

Our project started as an initiative from a tenant group, guid-
ed by a tenant, Ola Terlegård, with the aim to find a solution 
concerning the waste problem in Bredfjäll. When we where 
involved in the project there had already been a meeting 
between the tenant association, the landlords and the munic-
ipality department for water and recykling, to discuss the 
issues and find some ideas for solving them. In particular, the 
main problems discussed were the waste management, the 
misuse of the current suction system infrastructure installed in 
the block’s staircases, and incidents of littering and vandalism 
around the neighbourhood.

At first, both the project description and our objectives were 
concentrated on one building, Bredfjällsgatan 26-34, since Ola 
lives there and we initially felt that this building could act as a 
pilot area for both our analysis and proposal. 
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BACKGROUND > 

Hammarkullen
LOCATION

Bredfjäll is a part of Hammarkullen, a suburban area in northeast 
Gothenburg that belongs to the city district of Angered. Ham-
markullen was developed as a part of the then new Angered dis-
trict, according to the principles of the Million Home Programme 
in Sweden and the ABC-city model, A=work, B=housing, C=com-
mercial center. According to some early estimates the new district 
of Angered was expected to host about 300,000 people in the 
future, but after the decline of the city’s economy in the 1970s, 
these plans proved to be very over-ambitious and only a few are-
as were fully completed, though scattered across the woods and 
poorly connected with each other, and the planned industrial areas 
where never realized. Construction works in Hammarkullen start-
ed in 1968, with 2670 apartments built eventually and a plan area 
of 123,000m2. Construction was carried out by Göteborg’s Stads 
bostadsaktiebolag (Frendberg, 1968) and completed in 1973. There 
have been a few additions and changes, but the structure of Ham-
markullen generally remains the same since the 1970s.

CONNECTIONS

Hammarkullen, despite the fact that is served by three tram lines 
that connect it to Gothenburg centre, is considered a suburb far 
away from the city. This perception is caused mainly by the lack of 
continuity of the built environment between the city and Angered 
district, with woods and an extensive industrial area in between. 
It’s also interesting to notice that other areas that have the same 
or greater distance from the city centre, for example Marklands-
gatan in Högsbo or Chapmanstorg in Majorna, are considered by 
the majority to be more centrally placed. Apart from the tram, there 
is also a 11km long bike path, separated from the car traffic. The 
transportation by car from the centre of the city to Hammarkullen is 
taking place through the E45 road that extends along the river. 

MEDIA COVERAGE

Hammarkullen is often described as a field of gang conflicts and 
very often connected by the media with negative images of vio-
lence. The whole area, similarly to many other Million Home Pro-
gramme areas (Demsteader, 2007), is perceived as an immigrant 
getto and the image convayed to the general public is one of a 
dangerous, un-friendly, run-down, poor and unattractive neigh-
bourhood. An image that is not shared by the residents and people 
that have actuelly been to these areas (Berggren, 2012).
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1. Kurdish association «De sköna konsterna»
2. Chile Lindo dance association
3. South American local radiostation
4. Ham-Sam (Hammarkullens samarbetsråd)
5. Tenant association
6. Stödnätet

1-4. Allotment gardens
5-7. Playgrounds
8. Hammarparken

1. Vegetable shop
2. Graflunds office
3. Jenin Grill
4. Shirin video
5. Gladys Pedicure
6. Electronics shop
7. Western union
8. Hair dresser for women
9. Doctor
10. Dentist
11. Gloria godis
12. Gloria pizzeria
13.-14. Pre-schools
15. Open pre-school

AS
SC

OC
IAT

IO
NS

GR
EE

N 
SP

AC
E

SH
OP

S &
 SE

RV
ICE

S

11 2 3 4 7

14

4

8

6

51

72

3
13

65

12

8
9

11
10

2
3

4

5

15

6

POPULATION

Before the beginning of the construction of Hammarkullen, 
planners expected that the whole Angered district would host 
up to 300,000 people, while at that time, the entire population 
of Gothenburg was not surpassing 400,000. But this calculation 
was made based on the at that point very rapid growt of the 
ship-yard industries in the city. Come the 1970’s recession 
most of the newly expanded industries had to close down and 
the prospect of a growing employed working-class population 
changed and unemployment surged. From the 1970’s waves of 
refugees from conflicts around the world have come to form a 
significant part of the population of Hammarkullen.

BACKGROUND > 

Bredfjäll
Our project area, vest of the centre of Hammarkullen, is the housing neighbourhood of Bredfjällsgatan 
commonly known as “Bredfjäll”. It consists of nine buildings, eight of which are managed by Graflunds, 
one of the biggest private housing companies in Sweden, while one building is managed and owned 
by Bostadsbolaget, a municipal housing company. Graflunds also manages another neighbourhood in 
Hammarkullen Gropens Gård, but the buildings are owned by a Norwegian company, Obligo, since 2012. 
The ninth building has been managed by Bostadsbolaget since ten years. 

Number of apartments: 810 (690 graflunds, 120 bostadsbolaget)

Average rent/74 m2: 5255 kr (bostadsbolaget)

Official number of inhabitants (born before 1998): 1629

Average income: 137.200 kr (half of Gbg as a whole)

Inhabitants with other native language than Swedish: 57% 

     The border of Bredfjäll

     The commercial centre of Hammarkullen, 
     and it’s possibilities for expancion
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2000-3000 people 
in an area of 75,000 m2   

(250x300 m )

GREEN SPACES

Since the terrain of the area is extremely hilly and thus expensive 
to build on, the architects decision was to exploit the maximum of 
the suitable areas, by building as many apartments as possible at 
a low cost, in multifamily buildings up to nine floors. Hammarkullen 
mostly consists of multi-storey residential buildings that are 
separated from traffic. 

It’s notable that Hammarkullen is surrounded by woods that  
create a feeling of isolation from the neighbouring areas. There are 
pedestrian paths through the woods that lead to other suburbian 
areas nearby, like Hjällbo.

DENSITY

lördag den 12 oktober 2013

Top: aerial view from Hammarkullen from the first years after its 
construction. The forest that disconnects it from neighbouring areas 

is visible, as well as the high buildings of Bredfjäll in perspective, 
souce: Google Images

Bottom: A graphic way to show the actual high density of Bredfjäll 
by comparing reality (left image) and a version in which the each 
floor is laying separately on the ground and all together seem to 

occupy the whole open space (right image).   
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Lack of sufficient communication and information
Resigned attitudes from both tenants and land-lord

Lack of visions from land-lord

WHY?
WE NEED TO ANALYSE 
THE CURRENT SITUATION

BACKGROUND

INFO FROM ACTORS

OUR ANALYSIS

Project brief:
waste management issue
mis-use of current system
littering and vandalism 

}

}
Initiative from tenant association 
to find a solution

WHY?

LINE OF THOUGHT «cheminement»

} HOW?
with proposalsSOCIAL PERSPECTIVE

SPATIAL PERSPECTIVE
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OVERVIEW

For a better understanding of the current conditions, we decid-
ed to use some participatory methods, such as workshops 
open for everyone living in Bredfjäll, meetings with stakeholders 
and associations, and the creation of a Blog dedicated to the 
project. Apart from that we had our own observations about 
the area, that were divided into two aspects, the social and the 
spatial.

SOCIAL VS. SPATIAL

By distinguishing the social aspect from the spatial aspect, we 
tried to put them on an equal footing to understand their rela-
tions. Understanding the fundamental issues that cause the 
problematic situation would allow us to have a more precise 
idea about which architectural interventions would correspond 
better to the demands.

We also realized that in this area, the success of a development 
is dependent on working with both aspects simultaneously.

CONCLUSIONS

From all the above, we hope that we will be able to draw some 
conclusions that will help us deepen into the context and formu-
late better the problem. 
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18 nov : 
ass 6 Analysis 
presentation

19 nov :
Meeting with:
owners, 
municipality, 
tenant 
association, 

4 nov : 
Meeting with 
Graflunds

Meeting 
with tenant 
association

8 nov : 
ass 5 Blog 

25 nov / 1 dec 2 dec / 8 dec 9 dec / 15 dec 16 dec / 22 dec

28 oct : 
ass 4 Project 
plan presen-
tation

14 nov : 
Fika 
workshop

27 nov : 
Meeting with 
the Women 
association 
Stödnätet

4 dec : 
Meeting with 
Graflunds 
(Ammi)

1 dec :
Participation 
in the 
Christmas 
Market

17 dec : 
ass 8 Public 
Presentation

28 oct / 3 nov

Create presentation 
material

Elaboration of the 
Master Plan

Elaboration of the 
Pilot

Improve the MP

Feedback from 
Graflunds

Feedback from 

the tenants

Feedback from 

the tenants

Layout and posters Portfolio and posters Portfolio and posters

23 dec / 
29 dec

30 dec / 
5 jan

6 jan / 12 jan 13 jan / 19 jan

Meet main actors and present ourselves

Participatory  Process 

Design processAnalysis

13 jan :
Final
Presentation

Blog for 
participation 
and sharing 
ideas

13 dec : 
ass 7 Hand-in 
posters

Participate in the 
existing events to 
have feedback instead 
of creating an event 
espacially for our 
project.

Find a proposal 
corresponding 
to the common 
interest

Survey on the 
street and 
meetings with 
the different 
actors.

Time Line
ANALYSIS> METHOD>
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Logbook

4 nov / 10 nov 11 nov / 17 nov 18 nov / 24 nov28 oct / 3 nov

Meet main actors and present ourselves

Participatory  Process 

18 nov : ass 6 Analysis presentation
FEEDBACK: 
>Do the conflicts between landlords and 
tenants have any spatial consequences?
>About the movements : WHY people choose 
this path rather than another one?
>How to design «feel at home» and identity? 
Do not create something only nice but really 
theirs... People do not respect the common 
space but that could be changed if they could 
be more invested in the developments, look at 
the allotment gardens for example.
(they gave us a reference  but we did not have 
time to investigate it: Hisingen: teenagers built 
their «teenagers place» themselves.)

19 nov : Meeting with: landlords, municipality, 
tenant association, tenants. 
AIM : Be present in another meeting in the 
process of the initiative. Where we took part 
mostly as observers to understand more about 
the relationships between the decisions makers.

> One of the tenants (Ola)  raised the idea 
of a staircase-fika. He and his flatmates 
has arranged one, inviting their staircase 
neighbours, to get to know eachother a little 
and start talking, then it would be more natural 
to continue that conversation in the entrance 
some other day. 

>It was discussed that this could be an 
excellent forum for the landlords to reach 
people in person, if they could actively 
encourage tenants to arrange such events, 
perhaps sponsor them, and then participate, 
information could be shared and exchanged.

4 nov : Meeting with Graflunds
AIM : meet them and listen their point of you 
about the current situation of Bredfjäll.

We met the two responsibles of Bredfjäll:
> Bengt-Axel : he is responsible for the Bredfjäll 
buildings since ten years. 
> Ammi : who has been with Graflunds for 
two and half years, and will be responsible for 
tenant dialogue. Even if she was sceptic at 
the beginning, at the end she found the new 
proposals really interesting: «an exterior vision 
is refreshing and useful, you see somethings 
we did not see before» (she said that in the next 
meeting).

5 nov : Meeting with Bostadsbolaget
Bought one building to see what can be done in 
the area and they have made some renovations. 
They have 4 or 5 meetings per year with 
Gradflunds about the shared responsibilities; 
waste management and exterior public space.
> Rafael is really nice and he is more 
aware of a sustainable development of 
Bredfjäll. Bostadbolaget try to have a good 
communication with their tenants, and 
tenants feel that (we saw this aspect during the 
fika workshop).

8 nov : ass 5 Blog 
AIM : Our approch was to create a simple 
platform where everyone can post various 
comments, first about the project and in the 
future about the area in general. 
> However, the blog was not used a lot (see 
tips).

28 oct : ass 4 Project plan presentation
AIM : To be aware of the main aspects of the pro-
ject and how to work with. Begin to think about 
the method.

FEEDBACK:

>When you put one foot outside your flat, you 
feel in a no man’s land, create a feeling of 
«home land» / «micro-culture» could be an ap-
proach.

>What do you represent as an architect?
Don’t forget you are architects, don’t ask «do 
you want that?» or «how do you want this?». 
You have your own place: you can put your own 
marks. You have to balance between your design 
process and input you get from the tenants.

14 nov : Fika workshop
AIM : Discuss with the tenants about the 
area in general and about what can be done 
in the stair cases. Our idea was to suggest 
an appropriation of this space to be more 
their space, like this the transition between 
public and private could be more present, 
consequently the vandalism could be 
decreased.

> At the beginning we presented the 
participants with some questions, as a starting 
point for discussion and if people wanted to 
talk about something else we listened them 
(we learned a lot of things in this way!!!). Then 
we just disscussed with people and this was 
sufficiently interesting to discover the life in the 
area. 
We had around six visitors (it is really good!), 
some complained about the maintenance 
in Graflunds buildnings. And during the 
discussion, we learned the arrival of 
Bostadbolaget in Bredfjäll 
was a really good 
thing for the 
building and it’s 
inhabitants. 
Consequently 
another 
approach has 
an impact on 
the mentalities!
We used our model to 
discuss what happens 
where, and how different spaces 
are percieved.

ANALYSIS > METHOD>

Bredfjäl lsf ika
Välkommen att fika med oss och dela dina 
erfarenheter och idéer för Bredfjällsgatan.
Barn är också välkomna!

Besök Bredfjällsgatans blogg och läs mer: 
bredfjall.wordpress.com

När? Torsdag mellan 17.00 och 18.30 
Var? På Mötesplatsen i Hammarparken

Welcome to fika with us and share your 
experiences and ideas for Bredfjällsgatan. 

When? Tursday between 17.00 and 18.30 
Where? In Mötesplatsen in Hammarparken

TORSDAG 14/1117.00 - 18.30 På Mötesplatsen

Vi är studenter på Chalmers och läser arkitektur. Vi jobbar 
under hösten tillsammans med hyresgästföreningen med 
att undersöka sätt att förbättra Bredfjällsgatan. Förslag 
som Hyresgästföreningen sen kan föreslå Graflunds.

Fred    Marine    Sofia     Yannis

25 nov / 1 dec
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18 nov / 24 nov 25 nov / 1 dec 2 dec / 8 dec 9 dec / 15 dec 16 dec / 22 dec

4 dec : Meeting with Gradflund (Ammi)
AIM : get feedback from Gradflund about our 
proposals to know more how can we improve 
them. 

> We presented our ideas for the Masterplan and 
the Pilot Area to Ammi. She was surprised that 
our proposals where so concrete. Indeed she 
was enthusiastic to see that our proposal give 
an answer to her questions about Bredfjäll’ 
development. 

>She said “we need to find a better temporary 
solution already this spring”, so in the pilot area 
we show this first step and the continuation of the 
development. 

>On the other hand, about the waste houses 
she said that this project could have a problem 
because it is generally is forbidden to drive 
vehicles on municipal bike- and footpaths as 
the access roads just outside Bredfjäll are. 

We have since talked to the department of traffic 
and the department of water and recycling, 
and it is clear that they have to work out better 
communication around issues that concern them 
both to be able to make the best arrangements 
for specific contexts, especially large traffic 
separated areas like Bredfjäll.

> She told us that they want to completely 
close the basement floors because they have 
problems with vandalisism (fire) and safety 
(homeless people). So the laundry houses is a 
good idea!

>Generally she was very pleased with our help!

1 dec : Participation in the Christmas Market
AIM : get feedback from the tenants about our proposals and how 
they could consider participating in the eventual realisation of them.

>All Hammarkullen groups had a joint “soup-stand”. 
>Our group pinned up a map with all our proposals, people could 
put four kind of stickers to give their opinion about those : 
1. I love it, I would like to 
participate actively in it.
2. I love it & I would like to 
participate sometimes in it.
3. I like it but I would not 
like participate in it. 
4. This proposal is useless 
for Bredfjäll.
>Almost everyone used the 
number 3 sticker.

17 dec : ass 8 Public Presentation
AIM : Present our project to the inhabitants of 
Hammarkullen and get feedback from them.

>Hajar was not conviced by the waste house 
because she was afraid that people will not use 
it properly, as they have other priorities than 
recycling. To make some information events 
could be a part of solving that problem. 

>We talked about the basement potential for 
the buildings at Bredfjällsgatan 2-24: This hidden 
space could be opened up and accessible 
from outside Bredfjäll, as a commercial street. 
We suggest to rent out small “shop boxes” to 
the tenants, like this someone is specifically 
responsible for the space. And this possible 
studio or shop space could activate this backside 
area as a social meeting point and offer some 
incomes to the tenants. And again attract visitors 
and give an other picture of Bredfjäll.

>Hajar suggested to create a museum about 
Hammarkullekarnevalen on the roof of the 
building 26-34 to attract visitors from outside 
Hammarkullen, not only during the carneval. A 
project like this could make Bredfjäll famous, 
media and people would talk about this district 
for nice reasons, and this aspect could be a 
big improvement for the “positive identity of 

13 dec : ass 7 Hand-in posters
It was a really intense week!

27 nov : Meeting with the Women association
AIM : hear the opinion of the women about the current waste 
situation and about the facilities we proposed.

>After a spontanuous and brief meeting with some members 
of the W.A., they invited us to come to one of their weekly 
meetings. >Unfortunatly, only some of them live in Bredfjäll and 
few have lived there for a long time. 
Moreover, the discussion (only in 
swedish) was difficult because of 
the language barrier.                                   
>they prefer a waste sorting house 
close to their entrance for a practicity 
question. And emphasised the 
importance of involving youth in a 
development process.
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OLA
EMMA

HAJAR

t h
e  t e n a n t s

”Many social activities, extensive 
networks and many associations. An 

interesting multi-cultural society. Would 
like to participate more in developing the 

neighbourhood. 

Big problem with waste being dumped in 
common spaces, even in the elevators. The 

laundries are few and unsafe, exposed to van-
dalism. Information have to be visual.

Only negative media. Lack of interest from 
land-lord. Dark and unsafe places, f.ex. 
the hills in the area.”

”Preblematic current situation, 
long distances to sorting places 

and a difficult mal-functioning 
current system.

Can help with information material and 
communication. 

Unsorted waste cost more. It will take 
an effort from Graflunds.”

”Big 
problems 

with waste 
management 

and difficulties in 
communication with the 

tenants. Vandalism in the staircases. 

Plans to move laundries out to the outdoor-
public space. 

Bostadsbolaget bought the house at 
Bredfjällsgatan as a sort of pilot. 

Graflunds have the majority mandate to 
make the big decisions concerning 

common park space and 
shared facilities.”

”Waste suction system will be 
active for at least five more years. 

No larger renovations planned.

Previous attempts to solve the waste 
problem has failed. 

Occuring miss-use of property and 
vandalism.”

”More 
meeting-places are needed. 

Increase the awareness of the com-
mon interests. Change the waste dum-

ping culture.

Plenty of engagement in society in the 
area, but low attendance to annual 

tenant-meetings and tenant associa-
tion. A lot of pride.

Arranged activities for children 
and youth.”

STUDENTS

REFERENCES

THEORY

T.A.
BREDFJÄLL

JOHANNA
tenant association

BENGT-AXEL/
AMMI
Graflunds

land-lord

RAFAEL
Bostadsbolaget

land-lord

GUNVOR
water & recykling

KURDISH 
ASSOCIATION

THE SUPPORT 

NETWORK

OPEN 
PRESCHOOL
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t h
e  t e n a n t s

”Many social activities, extensive 
networks and many associations. An 

interesting multi-cultural society. Would 
like to participate more in developing the 

neighbourhood. 

Big problem with waste being dumped in 
common spaces, even in the elevators. The 

laundries are few and unsafe, exposed to van-
dalism. Information have to be visual.

Only negative media. Lack of interest from 
land-lord. Dark and unsafe places, f.ex. 
the hills in the area.”

«We can understand what creates power relationships by 
looking at the powers that try to destabilise them.»

Hammarén, N. (2010), «See you in the suburbs if you dare!» 
in Holgersson, H. Thörn, C. Thörn, H. Wahlström, M. 

ed. 2010 «(re)searching Gothenburg», pp. 214LACK OF...

ANALYSIS > SOCIAL PERSPECTIVE >

Actors

Common interest
Outdoor spaces 
Stairs and common facilities
Relation to land-lord
Better used resources

Relations
land-lord priority is not people and 
sustainable development
tenants priority is not their living 
space and their neighbours 

Power
Resigned attitudes

Trouble-makers hold initiative
Language barrier limits ability to 

make demands

Communication
information letters only in swedish

large annual meetings with low attendance 
low attendance in associations but existing 

informal groups (family and ethnicity)

It was clear from the early stages of the analysis that a lot of dif-
ferent actors were involved in the management and development 
of Bredfjäll. 

It proved very useful to observe the relations, direct or indirect 
between the different target groups and the decision makers, as 
their smooth cooperation would ascertain the success of any 
proposal. Through the mapping of the actors, other issues also 
emerged, such as difficulties for certain tenant groups or associ-
ations to reach the landlord, and how this could be solved. In the 
diagram, different lines connect different actors, with continuous 
lines representing well working cooperation, while broken ones 
mean that that particular connection could be improved. 

After understanding the relationships between the different 
actors, we tried to collect all different visions. All of the issues are 
visible and identified by all of the actors, but their reactions and 
their interpretations are sometimes different from others. 

From a social 
perspective 
there is a
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building

tenants (street-interviews and workshops) tenants association
emerging need for 
renovation in 10 years

lice transfered with the 
exchanged furniture

public spaces for people to 
meet each other

problematic ventilation

bathrooms need 
renovation

they try to make people 
stay longer

suction system will work for 
at least 5 years more

replace the rest of the fans

safety issues

slow response/repairs 
from Graflunds

cleaning once a week

more locks for the common 
spaces and for apartments

pipes need replacement

short time slots, prefer 
similar services in the city

often dirty, need to clean 
the room themselves

tenants association to 
participate in the Outdoors 
Space association

allotment and composting

paying locals for helping 
out is not an option

everybody respects 
common allitment areas

Forests/nature and 
extensive green spaces 
are the main assets of the 
area

very often full of furniture 
that is left there for days

place outdoors to leave 
furniture

understanding of the 
problem 

Usually damagedvery often full of furniture

garbage shafts should be 
replaced

communication issue

distant recycling spots

create a motive, a culture.

creative, visual solutions

clear signs/illustrations

children as examples

effort to please tenants so 
they don’t move out

unwilling to pay local  
workers

laundry rooms are unsafe

the rest of the basement 
is always locked for safety 
reasons

cultural issue

lazy people, wrong 
upbringing

pizzeria particuarly open 
to the rest of HK

very few attend the 
meetings

campaigns of information 
while tenants can inform 
others about several issues

did not have time to 
improve communication

Existent language issue, 
but basic communication 
works

images used instead of 
text in their leaflets

people engaged to the 
community, proud of the 
area BUT they have to 
fight to keep meeting 
places

control furniture exchange

create motivation, enhance 
common interest

find a common space for 
each block

tenants lack interest

company tries to mix 
tenants

control furniture exchange

create motivation, enhance 
common interest

find a common space for 
each block

not many involved in 
meetings

frequent neighbour 
meetings

information in other 
languages

segregation, 
unemployment

people are gathering, are 
connected

graflunds

entrances and  
staircases

laundry rooms

waste

open spaces

shops

communication

community life
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Graflunds meeting / 4 nov 

On the subject of involving tenants in informing and being local 
contact persons: They don’t want to decrease the rent or to hire te-
nants. They prefer a voluntary behaviour, but could consider giving 
some extra benefits to people helping out.

They want to improve the communication with tenants espacially 
about waste managment.

waste= 700 000 SEK/year

Bostadbolaget meeting  / 4 nov 

The company bought one building to show what could be done in 
this area, they made some renovations (cleaning facades, introdu-
cing a common satellite system, replacing the roof and the ventila-
tion). Their approach is different from the Graflunds.

They have 4 or 5 meetings per year with Graflunds about their 
common concerns; the waste management and the outdoor 
spaces. Graflunds have 83% of the mandate, Bostadsbolaget have 
17%.

The main costs for the buildings are: electricity, heat, water and 
waste.

In 10 years, they will probably have more pressure from the munici-
pality to have a better system for their waste.

>According to Bostadsbolaget Rannebergen is an example in 
Angered of functioning waste management. (We have not had the 
time to investigate this further though.)

bostadsbolaget our observations
Algae on the surface

different access qualities

difficult to manage

nothing big scheduled for 
renovation

pilot building to show the 
potential of the area

laundry rooms will be 
shifted from the basement 
to the outdoors

decisions taken mainly by 
Graflunds

more space for farming

football field

Usually damaged

dark and tight

“no man’s land”

make the tenants feel they 
own shared space

passive surveilance

add machines and adapt 
the booking system

combine laundry room with 
passive surveilance

lack of respect for shared 
space is a main reason

suction system is the 
“easy” solution for the 
tenants to not sort

promote a new idea for 
waste disposal

use children and youth to 
be the example for a new 
waste management

an interesting area 
that remains rather 
unprogrammed

tenants walk close to the 
buildings

create a master plan to add 
variation to the layers of 
privacy

make shared spaces an ALL 
MAN’S LAND

some shopping areas 
attract more people than 
others

analyse qualities and add 
spatial qualities to shopping 
corners

A lot of people don’t speak 
Swedish

even landlords have 
difficulty in understanding 
recycling symbols

create a communication 
platform based on the ten-
ant association

use visuals instead of text, 
help information exchange

takes 4hrs to clean the 
staircases from the 
furniture every week

pipe system 40yrs old

difficult to find locals to 
handle waste

need 1 big or 2 small 
waste houses, each costs 
3 million SEK

strong social network of 
friends, relatives

not many places to meet 
your close neighbours

reactivate common interest

create meeting places

reinforce the feeling of 
belonging in a unique neigh-
bourhood

some groups are dificult 
to be reached

former office proved to be 
really successful

incorporate visual media to 
help communication

organise staircase fika to 
inform about waste and 
bond close neighbours

ACTORS OPINIONS

The input we got in our contact with the different actors concluded 
on the previous page in a more elaborate format.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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Electronic waste and 
hazardous waste4.4 km

Alelyckan recycling station 

Furniture and large waste

Mondays and tuesdays

Recyclable waste 
Newspapers

Packages, glass, metal, 
plastic, paper

250-350m Sorting containers Hammarkulletorget

every floor

Food and household waste

WASTE LOCATIONS

As our project was initiated by the tenants who were concerned by 
the amount of waste, it was our priority to look at the current con-
ditions. It was reported that a lot of tenants frequently leave their 
trash in front of the entrance doors, or in the staircases. During our 
fika-workshop we also learned that it’s very common to find gar-
bage of any kind in the elevators, even if they block the space. 

There is also frequently waste thrown from windows and balconies, 
and throughout the week, unsorted garbage and old furniture are 
left in the space where the container for large waste stands two 
days a week, next to the building at Bredfjällsgatan 26-34. 

Looking at the current facilities, it’s easy to understand why there is 
a practical difficulty for a tenant in Bredfäll to sort the waste cor-
rectly. 

For most of the recyclable materials, such as newspapers, paper, 
packages, glass, metal and plastic, someone has to carry the 
waste and dispose them in the sorting containers in Hammarkul-
lentorget. We also noticed that even if someone wants to use the 
containers, it might be difficult to read the signs due to insufficient 
lighting. 

For waste such as furniture or other large objects, a container is 
placed in Bredfjäll two days a week, but since it’s put in an open 
public place with no particular signalation, it is quickly full of other 
things, such as recyclable material and household waste. 

For the electronic and other hazardous waste, tenants of Bredfjäll 
have to go to the recycling station in Alelyckan by car, since the 
distance from Hammarkullen is about 4.4 km. Considering this it’s 
quite obvious why a lot of tenants choose to leave their electronic 
appliances in the common spaces, in the elevators or the staircas-
es, so that someone else might need them and take them home for 
further use. 

Finally, since the suction system for burnable household waste is 
still active. With chutes from every floor, it provides an easy alterna-
tive to all the above-mentioned problems. A lot of people dispose 
all their household waste without caring about sorting it first, while 
some tenants even dispose there bigger unsuitable objects, that 
cause the suction system to be stuck. Both the non-sorted waste 
and the mainenance costs for these technical problems are con-
tributing to a higher annual investment needed for this system. 

Waste
ANALYSIS > SPACIAL PERSPECTIVE >
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Open space
SECTION A

The open public spaces in front of the buildings are highly active 
serving for straight movements, especially the “commercial” front 
of the buildings in Bredfjällsgatan 10-24. In the gaps between the 
buildings, concrete stairs lead to the two schools to the north and 
south border of Bredfjäll. 

As for the green space in the centre of Bredfjäll, due to the intense 
terrain, the usable space is divided in two; a zone for playground, 
barbeque and sports facilities to the north. To the south, allot-
ments gardens and an extended playground occupies the place. 
In the middle, the hill remains mostly unused and gives a feeling of 
unsafety since its vegetation becomes completely dark during the 
night.  

SECTION B

The building in Bredfjällsgatan 26-34 seems to be built in a “can-
yon” formed by the two hills. Thus, the space left in both of its 
sides is rather limited and used only for straightforward movements 
along the building. 

The rest of the section could be caracterized as inactive, since the 
intense terrain of the hill cannot be easily approached, and beyond 
that there is a big parking space. The suction system facility next to 
the parking, being smelly and noisy, is not inviting at all and pre-
vents from activating the surrounding open space. 

Finally, the car road as well as the intense slope of the Västerslänt 
hill create a strong border to the west for Bredfjäll, even if there is a 
corridor connecting the two areas over the road.  

in use intense terrain in use

in use parkingintense terrain road

ANALYSIS > SPACIAL PERSPECTIVE >

actively used open space

low quality or unprogrammed 
open space

SECTION A

SECTION B
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09:00-10:00
most people walk to/from the tram station

grocery store frequently visited
inactivity for other stores

women visit close neighbours
Kurdisk association crowded

no use of the green space
south area almost inactive 

16:00-17:00
most people come from the tram station
more activity for the stores to the north 

 young people prefer shortcuts
most associations closed by 15:00pm

children playing around the southern green spaces

tram station

commercial places

gathering places

movements
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20:00-21:00
some spaces are not well lit, but in general it is nice.

the main streets are light and the color indoor appear, in this way 
every window is different contrary to the day.

children play outside in the lit areas, and people walk their dogs. 
otherwise the temperature during large parts of 

the year don’t permit so many out-
door activities.

ANALYSIS > SPACIAL PERSPECTIVE >

Movements

Night lighting

During one hour in the morning and one in the afternoon, we 
watched the movements from a five different points, staying ten 
minutes in each location.

Generally, the biggest flow of people in Bredfjäll walks from or to 
the tram station in Hammarkulletorget. However it’s interesting 
to observe that even though there are public amenities, such as 
stores and associations, in the eastern side of Bredfjällsgatan 
26-34, most people avoid that place. 

When inside the neighbourhood, people tend to walk close to the 
buildings, that seem to serve as straight, concrete limits of their 
way and their elevations form clear perpectives. 

In the morning, a lot of women move from one entrance to 
another, most probably to visit neighbours or relatives, or walk 
to the grocery store to the north. Children, alone or with parents, 
walk to or from the schools to the borders of the neighbourhood. 

Another observation concerns the intersection that is formed by 
three different pathways to the north of the same building, 26-34, 
which we identified as a crucial and interesting point of the pro-
ject area, that could be further developed. We will look deeper 

During a night walk around Bredfjäll we observed that most of 
the light poles are placed along the pathways in front of the 
entrances. Significantly less are illuminating the open green 
areas, while there are almost no lights on the hill to the north. 
That creates a feeling of unsafety among the tenants about the 
green spaces. The latter become rather uninviting during the long 
swedish winter evenings. 

The white line indicates the route we walked.
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private public

publicpublic ?

public

roof that suggests linear movements 
commercial functions interrupted by entrances to the housesA

B

C

residential only facade
fences around private gardens

small fences prevent a linear walk close to the shops
previous apartments turned into shops = no openess, uninviting facade

In an attempt to understand better 
why certain places inside the 
neighbourhood seem to attract more 
circulation of people, we tried to 
distinguish different qualities of the 
facades across the area. 

As seen in the movement maps, the 
street in front of the roofed passages 
(A) that are attached to the buildings 
in Bredfjällsgatan 18-24 was one of 
the most active. The stores behind 
the roof are open many hours per day. 
What is more, people seem to find it 
confortable to walk along the facade 
protected by the roof, as it’s easier 
to look inside or just stand for a few 
minutes if necessary. 

On the other hand, where the ground 
floor has residential functions (B), 
tenants have decided to create an 
enclosed terrace behind high wooden 
fences and under roofs. In front of 
them, other fences frame what is 
perceived as private green space. 
As a result, this space is not used by 
anyone, and sometimes its inactivity 
provokes people from the upper floors 
to throw waste from their windows. 
We believe that the removal of fences 
would allow activity and passive 
surveilance that would eliminate such 
incidents.

In the commercial street (C) in front of 
Bredfjällsgatan 26-34, both the rather 
closed facade and the fences that 
create an extra zone in front of the 
building prevent people from walking 
next to the shops. 

ANALYSIS > SPACIAL PERSPECTIVE >

Typologies of access
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«The balconies that are repeated all the way down to ground 
level (even if a small private outdoors space would have been 
better there), dark and poorly defined entrances and a missing 
intermediate level between the entrance and the public space 
outside. Simplicity and repetition has been practiced, which in 
itself is not negative and has many times been used with great 
finesse. But there are also examples of where simplicity appears to 
be the mere result of pressed schedules and wallets, and there is 
a missing level of detailing that makes the buildings give the same 
impression as you come up close, as they did from a distance.»

Berggren, K. (2012) «Stories, Images and Architectures» pp. 94

ANALYSIS > SPACIAL PERSPECTIVE >

Transition

Diagram representing the hierarchy of transitions from private 
to public space today,

Why, when you put one foot outside your flat, do you feel in a no 
man’s land?

When your are outside your apartment, in the corridor you feel like 
you are in a public space, and not in a semi-private space or a 
shared space with your close neighbours. That means the transition 
between public and private spaces are not well defined because of 
an unclear :
- definition of spatial hierarchy: is it more the landlords or the 
tenants responsibility to take care of this space? Finding the 
answer to this question would allow you to know more about this 
hierarchy, an example could be the difference between the hill and 
the allotment gardens, both belong to the green spaces but they are 
used differently.
- articualtion of space and movement: what is showing this 
hierarchy in the physical design of the space? 

Since, these two aspects are really close to each other, if you work 
with both of them together you will have to think about how people 
will use and live within the area, and how to make this proposal 
socially sustainable and viable.
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Through the analysis, we have identified a number of problems 
that create the waste situation, and seem to be the consequences 
of the spatial programming of Bredfjäll, but also of various social 
issues. 

1. SPATIAL ISSUES: 
Waste and laundry facilities are far from sufficient for such a 
dense area. 
Potential meeting places are not used at their maximum, espe-
cially during the winter.
Large parts of the green space seem to remain unprogrammed. 
Staircases are not taken care of, they are dark and tight and 
contribute to the feeling that tenants are not really occupying 
them or feel responsible for them. 

2. SOCIAL ISSUES:
Evidence of limited respect for the shared spaces (garbage, 
vandalism). 
Unsafety during the night (darkness, gangs).
Lack of comprehension between tenants and the landlord, and 
lack of involvement from the part of the tenants. 
Associations are present and active, but they don’t have enough 
means to participate in the decisions.

These problems could be described as three main topics that need 
development:

1. Difficulties concerning the communication between landlord and 
the tenants.

2. Disrespect for the shared spaces

3. Practical difficulties concerning waste and laundry facilities, that 
appear to be unaccesible, unsafe etc. 

But appart from these, it’s impossible to notice the great possibili-
ties that exist in the neighbourhood: in the extensive existing social 
networks, and in the possibility to activate and involve kids and 
youth, so they can be examples for the rest of the tenants. 

ANALYSIS > CONCLUSIONS

Conclusions

«In reality, these suburban young people often have knowledge that is valuable for all 
the society, since in their cultural expression they comment on and give form to social 
problems and oppositions. By refusing to listen to and to consider the insights and 
criticisms that are articulated, we miss out on useful contributions to the discussion 
about how society’s development can be understood and handled.» 

Sernhede, O. (2010), «Wordsilah and the critique of neoliberal urban policy» 
in Holgersson, H. Thörn, C. Thörn, H. Wahlström, M. 

ed. 2010 «(re)searching Gothenburg», pp. 221

social oriented goals

spatial oriented goals

language barrier

lack of common interest

uninviting commercial funcions

dark and tight indoor 
staircases / laundries

waste issue

bad image of Bredfjäll

kids: more interesting 
to stay in a staircase

unprogrammed 
public spaces

reconnect 
tenants with 

shared spaces

 ‘FEEL AT HOME’

LANGUAGE &  UNDERSTANDING

MEETING SPACES

FAC
ILIT

IES: WASTE & LAUNDRY

meeting 
forums

reinforce 
communication

Bredfjäll, 
with a positive and 
sustainable identity

revitalize 
commercial 

area

reenergize 
public space

children-
oriented 

development

sort the 
waste

properly

symbols 
instead 
of text
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SHORT-TERM PERSPECTIVE

precise interventions (social and spatial) 

to improve communication and interaction

architects / tenant association = OUR CLIENT
children / tenants / land-lord

Alternatives for communication & partcipation

Proposals for forums, facilities & re-energized shared space
SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT OF 
BREDFJÄLL

LONG-TERM PERSPECTIVE

start a participatory process 

and create this platform for the tenant association

FEEDBACK

Having the specific demands of the intervention area in mind, we 
tried to define goals that will contribute to an improved social and 
spacial environment and connect these two into a concrete archi-
tectural solution. 

Since this project will be evolved through time, it has a dynamic 
perspective: both the social and the spacial environment are the 
result of communication between architects, landlords, associ-
ations and tenants, a communication where everyone give their 
vision and participate throught their roles. 

But as this project is demanded by the tenants and conceived for 
them, it requires a continuous process, with feedback between the 
decision makers and the tenants themselves. We consider the ten-
ant association as our ‘client’, and also as the responsible group to 
push the landlords to take action in coordination with the tenants’ 
needs. 

In a short-term perspective, basic but urgent interventions should 
be implemented that will encourage communication and be alter-
natives for the waste problem. In a long-term perspective, our 
project could be the start for the tenant association to create a 
platform for communication and participation in different levels. 

ANALYSIS > CONCLUSIONS

Our perception 

Comments from the analysis presentation / 18 nov

> Do the conflicts between landlords and tenants have any spatial 
consequences?
> About the movements : WHY people choose this rather than 
another one?
> Don’t forget the economic aspect to be more convincing.
> How to design feel at home and identity? Do not create 
something only nice but really theirs... People do not respect a 
space but that could change if they can be involved themselves in 
it, look at the allotment gardens for example
> Reference Hisingen : teenagers built their «teenagers place» 
themselves.
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Proposals

>Master Plan...............................................30
 Master Plan
 Furniture houses
 Waste sorting houses
 Laundry houses

>Pilot Area...................................................38
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koloniträdgård
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belyst 
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front yard

new buildings

court yard

square

areas for
developments

återv. återv. återv.

byteshus

byteshus

PROPOSAL >

Master plan
We have made a masterplan where we have placed our different ideas and proposals. 

To increase the respect for the shared spaces and the feeling of belonging we propose to 
differentiate the public space more:

For example: On the most intimate level it’s necessary to strengthen the connections 
between staircase neighbours (there is alredy an initiative for “staircase-fika” gathering 
all neighbours of one staircase for coffee and mingling). Additionally, to encourage and 
make it possible for the tenants to impact and change the staircases and entrances, cre-
ating a sort of semi-private front yard.

On a second level, we suggest a number of semi-public gathering points serving as 
neighbourhood courtyards, that will gather both inhabitants and shared facilities. By 
placing the facilities in the public space we hope that more activities will be added, which 
will provide different and new qualities, since currently it’s just about walking to and from 
your apartment.

This option also frees space in the basements that can be converted and used for other 
facilities, for example as rentable space for associations, or storage room for the pro-
posed attached furniture houses.

Based on our analysis of the area and the input we got from different actors we 
concluded a number of parameters that influenced the design and layout of our 
proposals. Mainly:

> Give the shared spaces different intimacy and properties

> Choose locations and dimension space to be accessible to garbage trucks

> Proximity to facilities from each apartment and pedestrian accessibility only from within 
the area

> Pay attention to personal safety and vandalism

> Physical and social dimensions equally important for a successful development

Other aspects important for our design include:

> Use and enhance inbetween spaces now percieved as unsafe

> Provide passive surveillance and give more light to public space

> Possibility for further developments ajacent to the commercial area

> Gather waste facilities for all types of daily produced waste in the same location

0   10m                   50m                      100m
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UNSAFE IN-BETWEEN SPACES 
ARE ACTIVATED AND COURTYARDS 
GIVE COMMON SPACE DIFFERENT 

INTIMACY

 EASY AND ACCESSIBLE 
WASTE SYSTEM REDUCES 
COSTS AND LITTERING

 

IMPROVED 
COMMUNICATION AND THE 

POSSIBILITY TO PARTICIPATE 
AND IMPACT

Skatewalk and continued de-
velopment of common spaces 
to invite different activities.

Strengthen Bredfjälls 
identity by lighting.

Move the laundries from the ba-
sements to the park.

Connect 
common func-
tions around 
courtyards and 
squares.

Use language re-
sourses and exis-
ting networks in 
area for commu-
nication.

Staircase fika for per-
sonal communication 
and interaction 
between tenants and 
tenants-landlord.

Develop  the furniture 
exchange house to 
staffed second-hand 
shop.PROPOSALS THAT CAN BE MAINLY DRIVEN BY: PROPOSALS THAT CAN BE MAINLY DRIVEN BY:

Encourage and 
facilitate tenant 
initiatives.

Design graphics for glass surfaces with 
Bredfjälls youth.

The re-use house
For exchange of used 
furniture and items, and 
a collection point for 
large waste and elec-
tronical waste.
 

The recykling house
For sorting of different 
types of packages, a 
closed flow in two 
levels. Embraces the 
entrance to Bredfjäll.

Replace the fences with 
benches and plants.

TENANTS LAND-LORD

LONG-TERM

SHORT-TERM

Painting and deco-
rating private en-
trances and stair-
cases.

Develop Bredfjälls square by adding 
a level to the exchange house with 
rentable space for a café.

Transform the basement levels to 
rentable space.

We also organised our different proposals according to two 
parameters:

(a) who can mainly implement and drive the suggestions: the 
tenants, the landlord, or a joint venture between them.

(b) the time prespective: could an intervention happen in the near 
or in a more distant future, according to the priorities of the land-
lord, the proposed budget, the level of demand and participation 
from the tenants part, etc. 

For the placement of the interventions in the diagram we took 
into account that some issues, such as the waste problem or the 
improvement of communication, require immediate attention. 

GOALS

The Master Plan shows what could be the 
future of Bredfjäll and gathers the differents 
interests. It can be used as a tool for 
communication.
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PROPOSAL > MASTER PLAN >

Furniture houses
As stated before, a container is placed twice a week to the north 
end of the building at Bredfjällsgatan 26-34. As a result, there 
have been a continuous but completely unorganised furniture 
trade among tenants. Unfortunately, along with the furniture, 
insects have also been transferred in other apartments. 

Having similar successful examples in other places in Gothen-
burg and in the rest of Sweden, we propose the gradual devel-
opment of the container location into a furniture house. A similar 
site could also be developed to the mirror end of Bredfjällsgatan 
36-48. 

During its first stage of development, the current temporary 
container could be replaced by a larger closed space next to 
the stairs to the underground parking. In this place, tenants can 
leave their unwanted things so someone else can pick them up. 
This proposal also complies with the plans of Graflunds to create 
a more appropriate space for the large waste.

Since we would like to add transparency to this space, children 
could paint what they like, and their design could be printed 
on the glass facades later, so the whole place can have a local 
touch. This way, potential vandals can be discouraged; it seems 
more difficult to destroy what your younger siblings have painted. 

If this first stage proves to be successful, a small extension to 
the previous space can be added. Our proposal include differ-
ent corners for furniture and electronic waste, and also an area 
where a kind of small exchange shop can operate, for second 
hand books, toys or household objects. We also propose that a 
person living in Bredfjällsgatan could work a limited amount of 
hours per week in the furniture house under a respective wage 
from the landlords, with the responsibility to take care of the 
trading procedure and ensure the safety and the absence of 
insects on the furniture. There could also be a symbolic fee for 
every object picked up, so the whole function could raise a small 
profit in the end. 

As a more visionary proposal for the future, and along with the 
potential re-use of the basement floors that are now locked, we 
also propose the connection of the furniture house and the use 
of the adjacent basements as storage room. 
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FIRST PHASE

SECOND PHASE

THIRD PHASE

North elevation of the furniture exchange facility during the final 
phase of its construction. The transparent surfaces could be 

decorated with illustrations by the children of the neighbourhood
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126 apartments / TYPE C

126 apartments / TYPE C 153 ap/TYPE B

153 ap/ TYPE B

216 apartments / TYPE A

90 ap/ TYPE D
PROPOSAL > MASTER PLAN >

Waste sorting houses
A preliminary idea for the waste houses was about installing them 
in the holes that shed light or provided entry to the undrground 
garage. With this proposal, the waste disposal would take place 
on two levels: the upper level, where people could leave their 
garbage, and the garage level underneath, where the waste truck 
could collect the waste once a week. This idea was quickly aban-
donned as the required height had to be 3,7m or more, while the 
available garage height was limited to 3,3m, but later reworked into 
our final proposal. Another disadvantage of this solution is that it 
would eliminate the natural light that goes from the ground level to 
the garage during day, and in reverse, the artificial light that comes 
from the holes and illuminates their surroundings during night. 

Thus, our final idea exploited another controversial repeated spot 
in the area; the narrow gaps between the buildings. Currently, 
these gaps are filled with a staircase leading to the laundry or stor-
age rooms in the basement of the buildings, and bridge the ground 
level difference between Bredfjäll and its surroundings. For the 
tenants in Bredfjällsgatan 30-42, a central waste facility is located 
in front of the entrances of Bredfjällsgatan 40-42. 

This allows tenants to stop by the waste houses on their way to the 
tram station, the garage, the school or a neighbour, sort their waste 
throught the holes with the help of graphical explanations and 
leave. The access is from the pedestrian pathways inside Bredfjäll, 
ensuring that these facilities will be used only by the amount of ten-
ants they were designed for. The containers are in a locked room 
underneath, with tubes connecting them to the holes. 

Once a week, the recycling truck can access each location through 
the roads outside the neighbourhood and collect the waste with-
out disturbance. This procedure must take place only with the 
agreement of the municipality, who owns and manages bicycle and 
pedestrian roads. 

For the calculation of the necessary waste houses, we first tried to 
divide the apartment blocks into groups, with each group corre-
sponding to a waste house location. Thus, according to the num-
ber of appartments, we should design four different capacities and 
four different types of waste house, A, B, C and D. 

Compost and household-waste locations are found opposite the 
sorting sites; compost in underground containers, emptied by a 
truck once a week, and new chutes for the suction system for 
the houshold-waste. The collection of recyclable- and house-
hold-waste is taken care of by two different companies, so the 
different proposed routes are not an issue. 
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WASTE HOUSE TYPE A / 216 flats4 320 L 10 800 L 3 240 L 7 560 L 2 160 L 432 L 432 L 216 L 5 L

WASTE HOUSE TYPE B / 153 flats3 060 L 7 650 L 2 295 L 5 355 L 1 530 L 306 L 306 L 153 L 5 L

WASTE HOUSE TYPE C / 126 flats

WASTE HOUSE TYPE D / 90 flats

2 520 L 6 300 L 1 890 L 4 410 L 1 260 L 252 L 252 L 126 L 5 L

FURNITURE EXCHANGE HOUSE

HAZARDOUS WASTE TRUCK

1 800 L 4 500 L 1 350 L 3 150 L 900 L 180 L 180 L 90 L 5 L
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190L - 2800 SEK
370L - 3400 SEK
660L - 4200 SEK    (Renova)

190L - 293 SEK
370L - 397 SEK
660L - 829 SEK    (Renova)

ca. 10 000 - 13 000 SEK/m2

(Calc Net Bygganalys)

860K SEK 21K SEK 110K SEK

860K SEK 13K SEK 69K SEK

860K SEK 11K SEK 64K SEK

860K SEK 8K SEK 52K SEK

1000K SEK

475K / 950K SEK

ESTIMATED COSTS

Source: PDF - Gör rum för miljön 091019 Kretslopp och vatten Göteborgs Stad

WHY CHOOSE A TWO-LEVEL SOLUTION?

The flow of people disposing their waste and the truck access can 
be completely divided, for optimized safety. Also, the absense of 
containers inside the sorting room and their replacement with just 
holes makes the whole perception of the space more intimate, 
while there still is the collective memory of disposal holes of the 
suction system in the staircases. The sorting room can be free of 
smells and quite spacious, providing space also for possible com-
munity meetings or just talks. 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE CURRENT SUCTION SYSTEM?

We propose that the current suction system will be gradually elim-
inated. With the construction of the sorting houses and the com-
postable waste locations, the holes in the staircases should be 
locked, so that the tenants can easily adapt to the new sustainable 
system and recycle. 

However, there is still a loan that is active for the following five 
years concerning the suction system, and should continue serve. 
So we propose that the household waste locations can be con-
nected to the central pipes leading to the waste facility in the cen-
tre of Bredfjäll, and the waste to be collected by the truck from that 
point, saving time and reducing the cost and the smells. The adap-
tation to the existing pipes is possible immediately for the 2/3rds of 
the area. 

In the future it might be possible to remove the central suction 
building and instead have enough space under each chute to col-
lect one weeks waste, and then a truck would suck out the waste 
once a week. 

WHAT ABOUT THE PROPOSED SCALE OF THE INTERVEN-
TIONS?

As for their number, each location is absolutely necessary as 
Bredfjäll is a very dense area, in Gropens Gård, another area in 
Hammarkullen approx. 100 apartments share each waste sorting 
location. In Bredfjäll we have 810 apartments and to centralize the 
collections points more would mean huge volumes of waste every 
week.

What is more, the different materiality and the reduced height of 
the new structures creates a revised, more intimate scale for the 
user, in comparison to the existing gap, that is quite narrow but 
over eight storeys high. 
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PROPOSAL > MASTER PLAN >

Laundry houses
Currently the laundry rooms are in the basements of the buildings, 
they are too few and frequently subjected to vandalism. 

We propose to move them to the outdoor public space, placing 
them in the proximity of the light shafts for the garages creating 
gently sloping passages up to the park beyond between the laun-
dry house and the shaft. This way the new development of the 
laundries would involve the renovation of the light shafts, and the 
passage between would gain light from both the shafts and the 
laundries.

With the shared facilities in the open public space, activities dif-
ferent from just walking to and from your apartment takes place. 
Activities that where before hidden in the basements, now the 
chances of meeting someone you know or getting to know some-
one you don’t know increase.

One could argue that one big central laundry house for the whole 
area would improve this interaction even more, but we also want-
ed to define a smaller, more intimate scale where fewer people are 
involved, to counteract the feeling of no man’s land. So for us it 
made sense to assign one laundry house per building.

Locating the shared facilities outside and around the area also cre-
ates a two way passive surveillance, where vandalism is disencur-
aged when passerby’s and people on the balconies view the laun-
dries at most times. Also the well lit houses with many transparent 
surfaces and frequent activity inside bring more light and a sence 
of security to the walk paths during dark evenings.

The back wall of the laundry rooms facing the park would also 
have some transparenct allowing parents to keep an eye on their 
children playing while doing the laundry.

 

apartments
90

apartments
90

apartments
123

apartments
144

apartments
81

apartments
81

apartments
72

apartments
72

apartments
72

x6 x6 x6

x6x6 x6 x6

x10

x11

timeslots 
07:00 - 11:00
11:00 - 15:00
15:00 - 19:00
19:00 - 23:00

2 laundry rooms with 
8 timeslots/day + 2 
unbookable machines

= approx. 1 slot/10 
days/ household

4 laundry rooms with 
16 timeslots/day + 2 
unbookable machines

= approx. 1 slot/8-10 
days/ household
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timeslots 
07:00 - 11:00
11:00 - 15:00
15:00 - 19:00
19:00 - 23:00

SEPARATE SERVICE ROOM:
a closed room where a technician can have 
access to the machines

ENTRANCE SPACE:
transparent windows allow direct visual connection to and 
from the outside. 2 unbookable machines are here in the 

case of urgent need for washing without prior booking

BOOKABLE ROOMS:
They include  two washing machines and  one 

drying machine, with their back sides accessible 
from the adjacent service room, as well as one 

table, one drying cupboard and a sink

Elevation of the laundry facility and the parking hole. Between these 
two,new stairs leeading to the open green space could be added. 

The ironworks are removed from the parking hole  

Illustration showing the contribution of the laundry houses to the 
passive surveillance and lighting of the pathways during night 
hours.  Parking holes also serve to emit light
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PROPOSAL > 

Pilot area
For the development of the different proposals, we selected a 
pilot area, which was redesigned to host a waste sorting house, 
a furniture house, and a household waste location. 

The area was selected because it is one of the most lively spots 
in Bredfjäll, as an intersection of three different pedestrian paths, 
and with a lot of shops, a restaurant, and the covered staircase 
to the underground garage nearby. It is also where the large 
waste container is situated today, and where a lot of the inofficial 
furniture trade takes place.

Today, there are a couple of benches under the trees but noone 
is sitting there, at least during the winter. Aknowledging the great 
potential of the place as a meeting place, we also want to trans-
form it as a lively place of waste sorting, and show that recycling 
can be clean and can enhance social interaction.

WASTE HOUSE:
works  in two levels: 
the ‘disposal’ level is 
directly accessed by 
the residents, while the 
‘recollection’ level is 
directly accesed by the 
municipality truck once 
a week

Illustrations of the waste house view from outside of the neighbourhood (left), and 
the furniture exchange facility (right) viewed from the commercial side of Bredjäll. 
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SEPARATE TRUCK ACCESS:
once a week, the truck can collect waste 
from the containers at the ground level

INTERSECTION:
new proposed floor material that visually 

connects the sorting and the furniture 
house, while creating benches

FURNITURE HOUSE:
for furniture and electrical waste with an 
area for trading used items and furniture

BASEMENT AREAS:
Along with the extension of the furniture 
house, further use of the now locked 
basement rooms is proposed

HOUSEHOLD WASTE LOCATION:
underground container for food waste 
and chutes to the suction system for 
combustible household waste 

WASTE HOUSE:
holes that lead to containers for paper, 

plastic, newspapers, metal, glass, batteries 
and lamps. The waste house is designed 

spacious enough to also host tenant 
meetings when necessary, and also 

enhance the comfort feeling of the user.
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HGF
BREDFJÄLL

HGF
JOHANNA

OLA
EMMA

HAJAR

BENGT-AXEL/
AMMI
Graflunds

hyresvärd

STUDENTER

RAFAEL
bostadsbolaget

hyresvärd

GUNVOR
kretslopp och vatten

”Mycket social aktivitet, och många 
nätverk och föreningar. Ett interessant 

multikulturellt samhälle. Skulle vilja vara 
mer delaktiga i närområdet.

Stort problem med sopor, till och med i his-
sarna. Tvättstugorna är få, små och otrygga, 

utsatta för vandalism. Information måste vara 
visuell.

Bara negativ media. Bristande intresse 
från hyresvärden. Mörka och otrygga 
platser, tex. på höjderna i områ-
det.”

- bor i samma byggnad
- delar gemensamma ytor
- hyr av samma hyresvärd

”Problematisk rådande situation, 
med långt till sorteringsställen och 
ett haltande system.

Hjälper till med informationsmaterial 
och kommunikation.

Osorterat avfall kostar mer. 
Krävs en ansträgning från Graflunds.”

”Stort problem 
med sophanteringen 

och svårigheter i 
kommunikationen med 

hyresgästerna. 
Skadegörelse i trapphusen.

Planer på att flytta ut tvättstugorna.

Bostadsbolaget köpte huset på 
Bredfjällsgatan som en sorts pilotprojekt.

Graflunds har mandat att ta de största 
besluten.”

”Sopsugen i 
minst fem år till.

Inga större planerade renoveringar.

Tidigare försök att lösa problemet har 
misslyckats.

Mycket förstöring och vandalism.”
”Det 

behövs fler mötesplatser. 
Öka medvetenheten om de gemen-

samma intressen som finns. Förändra 
sophanteringskulturen.

Mycket samhällsengagemang i området, 
men få engagerade i bomöten och i 

HGF. Mycket hembygdsstolthet.

Aktiviteter vända till barn och ung-
dom.”

HYRESGÄSTERNA

KURDISKA 
FÖRENINGEN

DE SKÖNA 
KONSTERNA

STÖD-
NÄTET

ÖPPNA 
FÖRSKOLAN

AKTÖRER

BREDFJÄLL  
ALL man’s land

BREDFJÄLL - ALL man’s land

ANALYS GENOM MEDBORGARDELTAGANDE

MARINE VILLARET, YANNIS ANAGNOSTOPOULOS, SOFIA PARK OCH FREDERICK NYANDIKO

- Intervjuer på gatan
- Individuella möten med aktörer
- Fika-workshops med hyresgäster
- Deltagande i utvecklingsmöten hållna av Hyresgästföreningen
- Deltagande i Hammarkullens julmarknad för feed-back

Är ett  studentprojekt  inom ramen för kursen Design for Social Inclusion på Chalmers Arkitektur hösten 2013. Projektet vi jobbat med är initierat av 
Hyresgästföreningen Bredfjäll för att hitta en lösning på den ohållbara sopsituationen. En serie möten har hållits under hösten där frågan har diskuterats, möten där 
hyresgäster, fastighetsägare och kommunen förvaltning för vatten och kretslopp varit representerade. 

Vår roll har blivit att analysera situationen och skissa på förslag att lämna över till Hyresgästföreningen som de och kommande studentgrupper kan utveckla vidare. 

Vi har tittat på orsakerna till avfallsproblemet och gjort en masterplan med förslag för hela Bredfjäll, och ett pilotområde med förslag för avfallshanteringen.
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/Analys Chalmers 
Social Inclusion 
2013.12.18

REFERENSER

TEORI

park brant terräng park

gångväg parkeringbrant terräng väg

gångväggångväg

BREDFJÄLL - ALL man’s land
MARINE VILLARET, YANNIS ANAGNOSTOPOULOS, SOFIA PARK OCH FREDERICK NYANDIKO

16:00-17:00
-Most people come from the tram station 
-More activity for the stores to the north 
-Young people prefer shortcuts 

BELYSNING 09:00-10:00
-Most people walk to/from the tram station
-Grocery store frequently visited 
-Inactivity for other stores 
-Women visit close neighbours 

OMRÅDESANALYS

SEKTION AA’

SEKTION BB’

B’B

A’

A

FOKUS & TEMAN

Furniture and large 
waste

Mondays and tuesdays

4.4 km
Alelyckan recycling 

station 

Electronic waste and 
hazardous waste

every floor

Food and household 
waste

250-350m 
Sorting containers 

Hammarkulletorget

Recyclable waste 
Newspapers

Packages, glass, metal, 
plastic, paper

symboler istället 
för text

underlätta kommunikation

utveckla allmänningen

Bredfjäll 
med en positiv och hållbar 

identitet

revitalisera 
centrum-området

fokus på barn och 
unga

källsortering

omsorg om gemensamma 
områden

‘HEMTREVNAD’ / ‘FEEL AT HOME’

MÖTESPLATSER / MEETING SPACES

SPRÅK & FÖRSTÅELSE/
LANGUAGE & UNDERSTANDING

AVFALLSHANTERING & TVÄTTSTUGOR/ 
FACILITIES: WASTE & LAUNDRY

NUVARANDE AVFALLSSITUATION TOPOGRAFI

TOPOGRAFI

PARAMETRAR:

GE DE GEMENSAMMA YTORNA OLIKA INTIMITET OCH DIGNITET/GIVE THE SHARED SPACES DIFFERENT INTIMACY AND PROPERTIES
TILLRÄCKLIGT UTRYMME FÖR HÄMTNINGSFORDON/SPACE DIMENSIONED TO BE ACCESSIBLE TO GARBAGE TRUCKS
NÄRHET TILL FACILITETER FRÅN VARJE BOSTAD OCH TILLGÄNGLIGHET ENDAST INIFRÅN OMRÅDET/PROXIMITY TO FACILITIES FROM EACH APARTMENT AND PEDESTRIAN ACCESSIBILITY ONLY FROM WITHIN THE AREA
TÄNK PÅ PERSONLIG SÄKERHET OCH VANDALISM/ PAY ATTENTION TO PERSONAL SAFETY AND VANDALISM
FYSISKA OCH SOCIALA DIMENSIONER LIKA VIKTIGA FÖR ATT FÖRSLAGEN SKA LYCKAS/ PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL DIMENSIONS EQUALLY IMPORTANT FOR A SUCCESSFUL DEVELOPMENT

-Kurdisk association crowded 
-No use of the green space 
-South area almost inactive 

-Most associations closed by 15:00pm 
-Children playing around the southern green spaces.

/Analys Chalmers 
Social Inclusion 
2013.12.18
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ÅTERVINNINGSHUS:
i två plan: inkastsnivån nås av 
hyresgästerna inifrån området, 
och uppsamlingsnivån nås utifrån 
området med upphämtningsfordon 
en gång/vecka

WASTE HOUSE:
works in two levels: the ‘disposal’ 
level is directly accessed by the 
residents, while the ‘recollection’ 
level is directly accesed by the 
municipality truck once a week

ÅTERVINNINGSHUS:
behållare för kartong, plast, 
tidningar, metall, glas, 
batterier och lampor

WASTE HOUSE:
containers for paper, plastic, 
newspapers, metal, glass, 
batteries and lamps

STATION FÖR RESTAVFALL:
undermarksbehållare för 
restavfall och matavfall

HOUSEHOLD WASTE 
LOCATION:
underground containers for 
combustible waste and food 
waste

ÅTERBRUKSHUS:
för grovsopor och elavfall 
men med en avdelning för 
återanvändbara saker och 
möbler. Kan bemannas 
vissa tider och fungera som 
informationsplats

FURNITURE HOUSE:
for furniture and electrical 
waste with an area for 
trading used items and 
furniture

KÄLLARUTRYMMEN:
med ett utvidgat 
återbrukshus kan delar 
av källaren användas i 
anslutning till detta  

BASEMENT AREAS:
Along with the extension of 
the furniture house, further 
use of the now locked 
basement rooms is proposed

BREDFJÄLL - ALL man’s land
MARINE VILLARET, YANNIS ANAGNOSTOPOULOS, SOFIA PARK OCH FREDERICK NYANDIKO

/Förslag / Pilotprojekt Chalmers 
Social Inclusion 
2013.12.18

utvidgad 
koloniträdgård

koloniträdgård

lekplats

basketplan

lekplats

lekplats

lekplats

lek-
plats

koloniträdgård
koloniträdgård

koloni-
trädgård

hammarparken

basketplan

fotbollsplan

förskola

central för 
sopsug

utvidgad 
koloniträdgård

tvätt
tvätt tvätt

tvätt

tvätt

tvätttvätttvätt

återv.

återv.återv.

tvätt

pilotområde

belyst 
bergssida

skatepromenad

privat entré/
front yard

nya byggnader/
new buildnings

kvartersgård/
court yard

torg/
square

utvecklingsbara 
områden/
areas for developments

återv. återv. återv.

byteshus

byteshus

BREDFJÄLL - ALL man’s land
MARINE VILLARET, YANNIS ANAGNOSTOPOULOS, SOFIA PARK OCH FREDERICK NYANDIKO

/Förslag / Masterplan Chalmers 
Social Inclusion 
2013.12.18

BELYSNING 

Skatepromenad och fortsatt 
utveckling av gemensamma ytor för 
att bjuda in till olika typer av aktivite-
ter/ Skatewalk and continued deve-
lopment of common spaces to invite 
different activities.

Belys bergssida och pro-
menad för att förstärka 
Bredfjälls identitet 
/Strengthen Bredfjälls 
identity by lighting.

Tvättstugorna 
Flytta ut från tvättstugorna från källarna till 
parken/ Move the laundries from the ba-
sements to the park.

Koppla ihop gemen-
samma funktioner 
som utvidgade kolo-
niträdgårdar, sitt-
platser och lekplat-
ser kring kvarters-
gårdar och torg/ 
Connect common 
functions around 
courtyards and 
squares.

Utnyttja språkresureser 
och existerande nät-
verk i området för 
kommunikation. Infor-
mation om avfall på 
flera språk från FTI/ 
Use languageresourses 
and existing networks 
in area for communica-
tion.

Trapphusfika för personlig kon-
takt och ökad interaktion 
mellan grannar och mellan 
värd och boende/ Staircase 
fika for personal communica-
tion and interaction between 
tenants and tenants-landlord.

Utveckla återbruksshuset 
till bemannad second-han-
daffär/ Develop  the fur-
niture exchange house to 
staffed second-hand shop.FÖRSLAG SOM KAN DRIVAS HUVUDSAKLIGEN AV: FÖRSLAG SOM KAN DRIVAS HUVUDSAKLIGEN AV:

Uppmuntra och under-
lätta praktiskt och eko-
nomiskt initiativ från 
hyresgäster/ Encourage 
and facilitate tenant 
initiatives.

Utforma grafik för laminerade glaspartier tillsam-
mans med Bredfjälls barn och ungdomar/ Design 
graphics for glass surfaces with Bredfjälls youth.

Återbrukshuset
För byte av övertaliga men fun-
gerande artiklar samt upp-
samling av grov- och elavfall/
The re-use house
For exchange of used furniture 
and items, and a collection 
point for large waste and elec-
tronical waste.
 

Återvinningshuset
För utvidgad sortering för att 
minska massan av restavfall. 
Ett slutet flöde med inkast från 
ovan och behållare på den 
undre nivån. Omfamnar entrén 
upp till Bredfjäll/ 
The recykling house
For sorting of different types of 
packages, a closed flow in two 
levels. Embraces the entrance 
to Bredfjäll.

Ersätt staketen vid entréerna med 
bänkar och planteringar/ Re-
place the fences with benches 
and plants.

HYRESGÄSTER/ TENANTS HYRESVÄRD/ LAND-LORD

PÅ LÅNG SIKT/ LONG-TERM

PÅ KORT SIKT/ SHORT-TERM

Målning och utsmyckning 
av entreer och trap-
phus/Painting and decora-
ting private entrances and 
staircases.

Utveckla Bredfjälls torg genom att lägga till en 
våning på återbrukshuset med uthyrbar yta för 
ett kafé/ Develop Bredfjälls square by adding 
a level to the exchange house with rentable 
space for a café.

Gör om källarvåningarna till förenings- och 
replokaler med möjliga entréer från norr i de 
norra husen/Transform the basement levels to 
rentable space.

OTRYG-
GA MELLANRUM BLIR 

CENTRUM FÖR AKTIVITET OCH 
KVARTERSGÅRDAR GER DE GEMEN-
SAMMA YTORNA OLIKA INTIMITET/ 

UNSAFE IN-BETWEEN SPACES ARE AC-
TIVATED AND COURTYARDS GIVE 

COMMON SPACE DIFFERENT 
INTIMACY

LÄTT-
TILLGÄNGLIGT OCH 

NÄRA ÅTERVINNINGSSYS-
TEM GER MINSKADE KOSTNADER 
OCH MINDRE NEDSKRÄPNING/ 
EASY AND ACCESSIBLE WASTE 

SYSTEM REDUCES COSTS 
AND LITTERING

FÖR-
BÄTTRAD KOMMU-

NIKATION OCH MÖJLIGHET 
ATT VARA MED OCH PÅVERKA/ 
IMPROVED COMMUNICATION 

AND THE POSSIBILITY TO 
PARTICIPATE AND IM-

PACT

BREDFJÄLL - ALL man’s land
MARINE VILLARET, YANNIS ANAGNOSTOPOULOS, SOFIA PARK OCH FREDERICK NYANDIKO

/Förslag / Masterplan Chalmers 
Social Inclusion 
2013.12.18

FÖRSLAG FÖR ETT HÅLLBARTARE BREDFJÄLL

Exhibition
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Tips
Logbook & Tips

PRACTICAL:

Survey in the street: 

It was rewarding even if we where facing the language barrier 
problems (some did not speak either swedish nor english, some 
only swedish). In general people did not want to speak with us, 
or just for a short time (we said «it is just for 1 or 2 minutes»). The 
young people are more open to discuss, adults and old persons 
were more suspicious. 

> make it really short!

> do not ask too personal questions: «where do you live?» «what is 
your name?»...

> do not be afraid to invite people to speak with you (with a big 
smile it is more efficient ;) )

Meetings: We called the different actors to have make 
appointments and sent e-mails with the main areas of discussion. 
After each meeting we made a transcript of the notes to remember 
all the information. (see «meeting transcripts» on the information 
folder)

> It was useful to get feedback about the proposals!

- Meeting with Tenant Association, landlords and municipality   
(19 nov) : We went there to principally listen to the discussion and 
understand the relationships between the different main actors. It 
was really interesting to participate in this meeting for the project.

- Meeting with the Women Association (Stödnätet): 

This association could be a really good way to spread information 
and for the communication in general. They are really nice and 
ready to give some help! We thought that during an event they can 
help to translate and explain, like this, tenants might be more at-
tentive because it’s less «official and boring information».

>Do not forget to ask if you can take pictures! 

- Informal talk with Kurdish Association (De sköna konsterna):

This association is also an important actor in Bredfjäll, they have 
a computer room where local youth can use the internet as well 
as a large TV to show big football games and such. They are also 
more willing to use their knowledge in different languages to help 
Graflunds with translations and interpretations.

Blog: 

This platform was not used a lot. Possible reasons could be :

- Few people were informed about this platform, 

- Internet access in the area is limited. 

On the other hand, having meetings and discussions with the 
people was a more interesting way to discover the area.

Workshop: 

- The model was used as a support for a general discussion about 
life in Bredfjäll: with common questions being: Where do you live? 
What is your favorite place? And Why?

- The big map was useful for the people to inform us about the 
location of a particular place with minimal directions.

- We made three perspectives to discuss the proposals for 
decoration of the staircase and their personalization, but it was 
rarely used since the residents considered this a minor issues and 
preferred to talk about the larger, more important issues according 
to them.

> Flyers and posters did not elicit enough interest to make people 
join in the workshop.

> We enticed people to enter the meeting by offering them 
cookies on the sidewalk and despite initial skeptism it was pretty 
successful.

> The language barrier was clearly manifested: Not all the residents 
speak fluent English and even if they spoke English, many still 
felt more comfortable to speak in Swedish. Thanks to the help of 
the two Swedish sociology students, who helped translate, it was 
possible to communicate.

> In a nutshell: The preparation time was not consummate to the 
number of visitors who eventually showed up. So we changed our 
tactics on how to receive feedbacks from tenants: we exploited 
existing events, and this way we were able to enhance our visibility 
and blended in at various levels of interaction directly with the 
community. This way we created close relationships with people.

GENERAL:

If you show some background or historical information, the 
session became more interactive, lively and the respondents open 
up more.

By employing densification as a design principle, you will be able 
to make the area more attractive and more commercially viable

In the proposal it is important to show the feasibility and economic 
viability as a whole to generate interest and make a convincing 
case for the project.
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Tenant Association Gothenburg / Johanna Lagerborg: 0771-443 443, johanna.lagerborg@hyresgastforeningen.se

Graflunds / Ammi Carlberg: 031-352 57 10, ammi.carlberg@graflunds.se

Bostadsbolaget / Rafael Lavicki: 031-731 52 49, rafael.lavicki@bostadsbolaget.se

Municipal department for recycling and water / Gunvor Bergquist: 031-368 27 74, gunvor.bergquist@kretsloppochvatten.goteborg.se

Frederich Otieno Nyandiko: nyandika@student.chalmers.se

Marine Villaret: m
arine.villa

ret@epfl.ch

Sofia Park: park.sofia@gmail.com

Ioannis Anagnostopoulos: y_anagnostopoulos@hotmail.com

Contacts
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About the project
The purpose of the project is to propose a new plan layout for the 
ground floor and the eastern exterior of Bredfjällsgatan 36-46 in Ham-
markullen, which today is used by a number of social and educational 
services. As there are plans of moving in a health care center and a 
child health care center to the premises, there will in the near future be 
a cluster of services which could work together as a family resource 
center, a concept based on near collaboration between different health 
care and social welfare related services.

The project therefore aims to arrange and improve the physical struc-
ture in a way that enables collaboration within the building. The 
building in question is situated in the very centre of Hammarkullen, 
but the ground level, where the before mentioned functions are to be 
located, struggles with lack of visibility due to its physical conditions. 
One important aim of the project therefore is to open up the exterior  
to the surrounding public space and improve both the public space of 
Hammarkullen and the connection between the local community and 
the services in the ground floor.

As Hammarkullen is a neighborhood with a large amount of chil-
dren. and at the same time has a higher number of sick leave days 
than Gothenburg in general, there is a strong argument for upgrading 
children and family related health services (Göteborg Statistik 2013). 
Together with the newly realized renovation of the nearby park Ham-
marparken, a new family resource center could continue the positive 
change in the heart of the neighborhood, fight the trend of services 
closing down, and result in a healthier community.

The proposal is a result of  the analytical and background studies, as 
well as interviews and workshops with inhabitants of Hammarkullen, 
related associations and staff from the current services in the ground 
floor. Our aim has been to create something that can be used as an in-
spiration for future projects and we hope that the work and discussions 
we have had has raised ideas and reflections about the present and the 
future situation which can add to the positive spirit of Hammarkullen. 

The eastern facade of Bredfjällsgatan 36-46, facing Hammarparken The yard in front of the eastern facade
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Project timeline

Analysis and project framing Sketching Designing Proposal
Okt Nov Nov Dec Dec

Activites and Phases

The timeline describes two different types of activities. Firstly, the 
group has carried out background studies of literature, analysed and 
done study visits and interviews, aiming to map and understand the 
current situation. The other part consists of participation activities such 
as meetings, discussions and workshops, aiming to involve and em-
power affected stakeholders. As the analytical and participatory meth-
ods are concurrent through the process, the division shown on the next 
page is hence a simplification.

The time line gives a rough picture of the phases that the group 
worked in, which starts with information gathering and analysis 
thereafter develops into sketching and problem solving together with 
stakeholders as the project evolves. The final analysis described in this 
portfolio sums up knowledge gained throughout the whole process, in-
cluding the analysis of spatial and functional properties of the project 
site.

A large part of the analysis work consisted of mapping the current 
situation and frame the project, as it was quite unclear what the current 
plans or intentions concerning the building were in the beginning of 
the project. Thus, the interviews with different stakeholders have been 
significant.

Giving something back

The follow-up has been an important part of the project, in order to
give something back to the stakeholders and show that their participa-
tion has led somewhere. In the time line on the next page this is shown 
with the dotted lines between the participation events. During and after 
the exhibition, stakeholders were given both soft and hard copy of a 
folder with a summary of the proposal. This hopefully lets the project 
live on even after the course is finished.
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Participation

Own investigations

Timeline

PH
A

SE
S

 T
YP

ES
 O

F
A

C
TIV

ITI
ES

Analysis and project framing Sketching Designing Proposal

 Studies of earlier
similar projects

Literature studies of family resource centres

Area analysis

 Evaluation
 of different
alternatives

 Mapping of visibility and
accessibility

Okt Nov Nov Dec Dec

 Study visit at Family
 resource center Trädet in

Frölunda

 Draft of plan
layout

 Draft model
 of plan and
surroundings

3D modelling starts

Sun study  Development
 of plan from

feedback

 Development of
 3D model and

renderings

Finish model

 Preparing
folder

 Hand over
 of folder and

 posters to
stakeholders

Exhibition

Presentation

 Meeting with
Open Preschool

 Workshop with
Open Preschool

 Follow-up with
Open Preschool

 Meeting with Special
 Support Teachers and

Child Psychologists

 Follow up with Special
 Support Teachers and

Child Psychologists

 Follow up with
Resursenheten

 Meeting
 womens
network
Hoppet

 Workshop with
Resursenheten

 Workshop in
 Hammarparken

 with inhabitants of
Hammarkullen

 Discussion with
 inhabitants of

 Hammarkullen at the
Christmas market

 Meeting with real
 estate manager of

Bostadsbolaget

 Meeting with
 the Tenants
Association

 Survey for
 inhabitants of
Hammarkullen

 Blogging
starts

Telephone interviews: 
Area manager of education
Real State Manager of Göteborgslokaler
Development leader of the city district premises
Preschool manager of Hammarkullen
Architect of Angereds health care center
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Family resource center 

In a family resource center the activities are directed towards parents 
and children, and are mainly based on health promotion. According to 
suggestions from Socialstyrelsen (The National Board of Health and 
Welfare), a family resource center should include at least antenatal 
health care, child health care, open preschool and social welfare activi-
ties. Cooperation and a supportive environment are the core keys when 
the different professional groups work together with the families. In 
addition to above-mentioned activities, a family resource center can 
also have library, church or other activities of interest for families. (So-
cialstyrelsen, 2008)

According to an evaluation program for family resource centers, 
conducted in the region of Västra Götaland, open preschool and child 
health care have a central role (VG-regionen, 2009). A family re-
source center creates a meeting-place not only for parents and children 
to meet and interact but also for different professionals to meet and 
cooperate. In the evaluation it is also described that the most common 
forms of collaboration between the staff, working at a family resource 
center, is that they collaborate in performing projects together. 

For example, in a consultation program conducted for parents, the 
responsibilities are often divided according to the form of consulta-
tion and the professional expertise of the staff. It is also common that 
the staff of different services have both organized and spontaneous 
meetings for consultation or exchange of knowledge and experiences. 
(Vg-regionen, 2009)

The million homes program 

Rapid urbanization and demand for higher housing standard had led 
to significant housing shortage in Sweden over the first decades after 
the war. As a response to the situation, the social democrat-led govern-
ment announced in 1965 an ambitious plan of constructing one million 
new homes within the following ten years. The housing units were 
planned in accordance to the modernist ideals, to fulfill housing needs 
of all home-seekers regardless of their social class or income. 

The plan succeeded, in terms that the goal was met, but the popula-
tion did not increase as expected when the Million Homes Program 
was completed, which caused that many apartments stood empty. The 
visual appearance of the projects was given a lower financial priority, 
which resulted in extremely austere character of many new areas. The 
Million Homes Program is still commonly associated with large and 
monotonous concrete building, which can also be seen in Hammarkul-
len (Hall och Vidén, 2005).

Satellite photo of Hammarkullen
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Hammarkullen
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Lövgärdet
Ranneberget
Gårdstensberget
Angereds Centrum
Agnesberg
Hammarkullen
Linnarhult
Gunnilse
Bergum
Hjällbo
Eriksbo

Göteborg

Norra Hisingen

Västra Hisingen

Lundby
Ö. G

öteborg

Örg
ry

te
Här

lan
da

Ce
nt

ru
m

Majorna

Linné

As
ki

m
 F

rö
lu

na
 H

ög
sb

o

Västra Göteborg

Hammarkullen is a suburban area situated in the city district of An-
gered, approximately 10 kilometers northeast of central Gothenburg. 
The transport connections to this area are good, it takes approximately 
15 minutes from city center to Hammarkullen by tram, the pedestrian 
and bicycle path is about 9 km long.

Hammarkullen was built between 1968-1970 and is a part of the mil-
lion homes program. This can clearly be seen in the physical structures 
of the area. Identical large-scale multi-family houses separated by 
open green areas is one of the main characteristics for this area as well 
as separation of traffic and other functions. Hammarkullen was built 
as the second area among 5 housing areas that was built 1966 to 1970 
within Angered. This was done as a part of the vision of creating a new 
city district that would hold housing and work for 100 000 inhabitants 
(Zintchemko, 1993). However the plan could not be completed due to 
changes in the economy and today the district holds 50 000 inhabit-
ants, most of whom work in other parts of the Gothenburg city.

The area has a large amount of green spaces with a mix of arranged 
parks and more natural forest. There are also several smaller play-
grounds and in the center of the area there is Hammarparken, a park 
that recently has been rebuilt to fit needs of inhabitants of all ages.
In the center there are also several shops and restaurants. The traffic 
network in the area is chracterized by traffic separation where most of 
the inner parts are dominated by pedestrian traffic.

Hammarkullen has a population of almost 8000 inhabitants of which 
nearly 50% are children and youth. Around 30% of the families have 3 
children or more and almost 30% of the population is children. Despite 
having a large population of children in Hammarkullen, the area lacks 
services in form of health care and social welfare. Also the number of 
sick leave days are higher here than in Gothenburg in average (Göte-
borg Statistik 2013).

There are a few health care centers and child health care centers in the 
neighboring areas, such as in Hjällbo and Angered centrum, whilst 
such services are missing in Hammarkullen. Taking the large amount 
of families living in Hammarkullen into consideration, such services 
seem to be vital, in order to have a socially and healthwise balanced 
society. Despite the good public transports, travelling can be a serious 
obstacle to families with low incomes or many children to take care 
of. Having a health care centre in the neighborhood would therefore 
improve the living conditions of many.

The map shows the local traffic infrastructure and points of interest in 
Hammarkullen. The north end of Bredfjällsgatan 36-46 is connected to 
the most trafficed pedestrian pathway.
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The building - Bredfjällsgatan 36-46
The building that the project concerns is situated next to the new-
ly renovated park, Hammarparken, nearly 120 meter from the tram 
stop. The building consists of nine storeys. It is owned and managed 
by Bostadsbolaget since 2001. In 2003, Bostadsbolaget renovated 
some parts of the building in dialogue with the tenants. Some of the 
improvements were to change the windows to become more energy 
efficient, rebuild the roof and renovate the bathrooms. 

Currently, two other actors are also involved in managing Bredfjällsga-
tan 36-46, namely Graflund and Göteborgslokaler. Graflund manages 
the outdoor space together with Bostadsbolaget and Göteborgslokaler 
manages the ground floor premises of the building (Bostadsbolaget). 
All of the premises are rented out to Stadsdelsförvaltningen, the city 
district administration, which in turn distributes the premises to munic-
ipality-based organizations and services.  

The building consists of two and three room apartments with entrances 
from the west side of the building. Today almost 450 people live in 
the apartments of which nearly half are children. The building also has 
a cellar with apartment storage rooms and laundry units.The ground 
floor, which has an area of approximately 1274 sqm, was originally 
constructed for a primary school. It has its six entrances in the eastern 
side of the building.

GÖTEBORGSLOKALER
manages the
ground floor

BOSTADSBOLAGET
owns the building
and manages the 
outdoor space together 
with GRAFLUNDS

BACKA LÄKARHUS
want to open a 
private VC/BVC in 
the premises

TENANTS
rents apartments
from Bostadsbolaget

SDF
rents the ground floor 
from Göteborgslokaler

OPEN PRESCHOOL
rents från SDF

SPECIAL SUPPORT 
TEACHERS
rents from SDF

PRESCHOOL
rents from SDF

SPRÅKVERKSTAN
rents from SDF

RESURSENHETEN
/LA FAMILIA
rents from SDF
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Structure

The building has a bookshelf structure, typical to many Million Pro-
gram projects, with load bearing interior walls and non-load bearing 
façade. The load bearing interior walls makes it difficult to make major 
changes in the interior while the non-load bearing exterior façades pro-
vides possibility for changing the façade elements (Bostadsbolaget).

The long and monotonous structure of the building hardens an effec-
tive orientation in the premises as well as a natural arrangement of 
shared spaces. The load bearing walls makes it hard to change the inte-
rior, for example changing the disposition of the rooms. This would be 
something relevant to deal with while planning for the interior.

The illustration shows how the façade elements can be replaced.

According to the field observations, the façade of the building is quite 
anonymous, specifically the ground floor lacks variation and a clear 
visibility from far distance. The illustration to the right shows how the 
façade of the building, especially the entrances, could be changed for 
improving the visual connection. 

Entrance to the premises

Entrance to the apartments

Load bearing pillars and inner wallsNon-load bearing facade elements
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Ground floor visible

Only top floors visible

Points from where we could 
work with visibility of the 
services

Accessibility and visibilty

Since health care issues are of relevance to everyone the accessibility 
to such services is crucial. Visibility is therefore of great importance, 
especially in a multilingual area such as Hammarkullen where the lan-
guage can be an obstacle. There are hedges in front of the building that 
creates a barrier and make the outdoor space separated and less visible 
from its surroundings. Furthermore, a canopy along the whole building 
creates a visual barrier and at the same time shadows the yard and the 
interior. The canopy was originally constructed to protect the school 
children from garbage falling from the apartments above. Together 
with the asphalt covered ground, it also creates an anonymous and 
unsafe place.

There rea several barriers hiding the premises, the picture shows the 
hedge, the fence and the canopy.

Visual and physical connection and openness therefore are important 
factors to deal with for creating a welcoming entrance to Hammarkul-
len and the family resource center. When proposing a more open struc-
ture, it is important to provide visual protection for visitors who might 
want to be anonymous or discreet when visiting the services.

Bredfjällsgatan 36-46 is seen from quite many points, for example, 
while exiting the tram station, the first thing that is observed is Ham-
marparken and Bredfjällsgatan 36-46.

The situation of the building is quite central near the square, Ham-
markulletorget, and the newly renovated Hammarparken. Bredfjällsga-
tan therefore has the potential to become a part of this sphere. Today, 
the natural flow of public space from Hammarkulletorget and Ham-
marparken stops unclearly at Bredfjällsgatan 36-46. We suggest that 
this flow continues, which could extend and frame the public space.

Bredfjällsgatan is to a large degree made up by public space but lacks 
space variation. This could be improved by adding more public and 
semi-public attractions and space variations in Bredfjällsgatan 36-46, 
in order to create a more active and effectively used public space.

Bredfjällsgatan 36-46 faces Hammarparken and a green area with 
hills and trees but lacks visibility and connection and therefore is not 
frequently used. This space can be planned to be made more populated 
and efficiently used by improving for example lighting and creating 
attractive viewpoints.  

Visibility study. The top floor of the building is seen from a large area, but 
the ground floor is mostly visible from the park.
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The municipality-based organizations in the building

Open Pre-school Special support teachers & child 
psychologist  

Pre-school Language teachers Resursenheten (social services)Pre-school kitchen

The ground floor premises of Bredfjällsgatan 36-46 are rented to 
different municipal organizations and are currently rented by an open 
preschool, a group of special support teachers and child psychologists, 
Sjöhästen preschool, Språkverkstan (Swedish language workshop) and 
Resursenheten (social service).   In this project we focus on the open 
preschool, the group of special support teachers and child psycholo-
gists and Resursenheten due to their relevance for the project.

The open preschool is located in the south end of the buildings ground 
floor. It functions as a meeting point for parents and children with 
different backgrounds. Parents can come here monday to friday with-
out paying any fee and they participate in the pedagogical activities 
together with their children all the time. The open preschool works to-
wards integration in the Swedish society in several ways. For example, 
they arrange a breakfast together with the parents every once a week, 
where parents and children from different cultures and backgrounds 
meet and interact. 

The open preschool is very keen to have contact with the people, 
mainly parents and children, living in Hammarkullen, but struggles 
with lack of visibility. Families who want to visit them sometimes 
have difficulties in finding the right entrance. As the open preschool 
finds it hard to reach out to new parents, in a place like Bredfjällsga-
tan, they are also keen to be close to the future child health care center, 
since parents and children are the target groups.

Resursenheten, which is a part of the social service center, is located 
in the northern part of the buildings ground floor. Resursenheten has 
relocated a larger part of its activities Hjällbo and the premises in 
Hammarkullen today is used as discussion/activity rooms, for example 
for group therapy, if needed. The plans are to move all of the activities 
to Hjällbo and use the premises in Hammarkullen for pre-arranged 
meetings only.

The special support teachers and child psychologists have their prem-
ises next to the open preschool in the southern part of the buildings 
ground floor. They mainly work with support and consultation for 
teachers and children in the Angered region. They occasionally have 
consultation for families as well.

In order to plan for a well-functioning family resource center in Bred-
fjällsgatan 36-46, placing the actors randomly in the ground floor 
premises would not meet the required needs, as the actors need to 
cooperate and collaborate with each other. The project strongly aims to 
enable cooperation between the different actors, mainly through shared 
spaces.

In accordance with our field observations made in the premises, co-
operation between the existing actors in the premises is to a limited 
extent, which is due to lack of orientation and flow of neutral shared 
spaces.

The illustration shows how the different services are 
distributed on the ground floor in the current situation.
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Cooperation

According to the literature studies regarding family resource centers, 
an open pre-school has a central role in connecting the other actors, 
such as health care and social welfare services, in family resource 
center. Thus, we have tried to figure out important connections, re-
lations and possible collaboration between the different actors, for 
enabling a close collaboration in the future. 

Health care

The social services, 
Resursenheten

The language studio

Special support teachers 

Child psychologists

Open preschool 

Child health care

Function scheme

To get a general idea of what functions a health care centre and a child 
health care centre would need, we looked at other health care centers 
in the Gothenburg region and studied the floor plan of Angereds 
läkarhus (Semrén och Månsson Vård och Skola). The functions and 
the estimated required area were organized from the most public to the 
least public functions as seen in the photo. This was a way to get an 

idea of how different functions 
could connect to each other, or 
open towards the public space, 
where appropriate. 

The waiting room, that has the 
most public character as every-
one is allowed in, could perhaps 
be physically connected to the 
open preschool. Some functions 
that could be shared, like the 
staff kitchen or conference room, 
are intended only to be used 
by the employees. This rough 
draft was later used as a base 
for discussions with the current 
services in the building and lead 
to the proposal for a common 
fika-room and multi functional 
entrance hall.

This mind map shows how the collaboration is likely to be structured in a 
future family resource center in Hammarkullen.

Functions of a health care and child health care centre, organized 
from most public (green) to least public (red).

Section showing the transition from the 
most public space in the yard next to the 
park, to the least public space in the con-
sulting rooms, inside the building.

Hammarparken

GångstråkTorgReceptionMottagning VäntrumConsultation    Waiting room      Reception       Square        Pathway

The park Hammarparken
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Conclusions
Absence of connectivity and collaboration between the actors in the premises

Lack of visual and physical connections to the public space

Limited flexibility of the floor plan due to load bearing inner structure

Limited shared spaces due to the form of the ground floor preventing natural 
interaction

Rearrangement of the existing services as a result of moving in a health care 
center and a child health care center can be necessary

Preserving visitors’ integrity must be considered when increasing openness of 
public space



Participation Methods
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An important part of the assignment was participation and dialouge 
process. Therefore we tried to use a number of participatory methods 
throughout developing the proposal. 

Generally, we started with gathering information about the building, 
the residents, the context and so forth, in form of interviews and field 
studies. For digging deeper into the context, and for developing design 
strategies as a base for the proposal, we conducted workshops with 
some of the important actors, including the inhabitants. For getting a 
better result, we arranged a follow-up after the workshops to show the 
developement of our work for the participants and getting feedback. 

Our study visit to “Trädet” helped us to create an image of how a fami-
ly resource center functions and also get and an idea of the important 
aspects that are to be taken into consideration while plannings for a 
family resource center.   

All the intitiatives/ideas considered as important by the participants 
have been evaluated by our group and taken into account while design-
ing the proposal in accordance with their relevance for the assignment. 

ENTRÉ

KONTOR

LÄSRUM
GÅRDEN

FIKA /
LUNCHUM

KORRID
OR

Ljust

Delat med personal från 
BVC och de andra  
verksamheterna

Passage till BVC

Endast personal

Halvoffentligt

Verksamhetslokaler

BARNVAGNSFÖRRÅD

LEKRUM
VERKSAMHETSRUM 

(VARDAGSRUM) DOCKRUM

KÖK MÅLARUM

SKÖTRUM

WC

Ljust

ÖppetÖppet

Sittplatser: bord,  
soffgrupp etc

Lek, gunga, stor sandlåda
Sittplatser

Grönska

Avslappnat

Välkommnande

Färglatt Skyltat Tyst 

Relatera till det  
offentliga omklring

Ljust

Stort

Delat med BVC ?

Meetings 

    Meeting with the Real State Manager of Bostadsbolaget

    Meeting with the local branch of the Union of Tenants

    Meeting with the open pre-school   

    Meeting with special support teachers and child psychologists

    Meeting the women’s netwook “Hoppet” 

Workshop with the open preschool

How: 
We used bubbles with different functions inside an open preschool 
Additionally, we used notes with different nouns and adjectives for 
describing the functions and their possible connections to the other 
actors in a family resource center and the outer environment. Some 
empty bubbles and notes were also used, in case additional functions 
were needed. 

Aim: 
the idea with conducting the workshop was to gain information about 
the needs of an open pre school, how they relate them to a family 
resource center and the important connections and forms of collabora-
tion between the different actors. 

Evaluation and Results:
   A joint lunchroom for the staff in the family resource center would 
enhance cooperation between the different actors.
   A clear connection between the open pre-school and the child health 
care center so that parents can easily find the open pre-school or vice 
versa. 
   A space for the baby prams is needed 
   An open courtyard but still semi-public
 
Follow-up:
The result from the workshop was sketched into a draft of the floor 
plan which the staff were given to comment on. The plan was then 
changed in accordance to the feedback.
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Workshop with Resursenheten,  
the social service group

How: 
The workshop was carried out in the same way as with the open 
preschool, using bubbles with different functions and adding notes 
with different nouns and adjectives for descirbing the functions and 
their possible connections to the other actors.

Aim: 
The idea with conducting the workshop was to gain information 
about what Resursenheten needs in their premises, how they relate 
themselves to a family resource center and the important connec-
tions and forms of collaboration between the different actors. 

Evaluation and Results:
   A corridor leading to the other services would be useful but 
shouldn’t be public and only used by the staff in the family resource 
center, and by some clients if they are directed to meet/talk to other 
professionals in the family resource center. 
   The kitchen should be in the same space as the activityroom to 
easier have a direct contact with families all the time. 
   A shared space, for example a staffroom, would be nice in order 
to enhance cooperation between the actors in the premises. 

Follow-up:
The result from the workshop was sketched into a draft of the floor 
plan which the staff were given to comment on. The plan was then 
changed in accordance to the feedback.

Meeting with special support teachers  
and child psychologists 

How: This was a meeting arranged with most of the staff participat-
ing and answering questions about their service and how they use the 
premises.

Aim:
The meeting aimed to get information about which activities they 
have today and what activities they will have in the future, in order to 
know how much space they need. The meeting also aimed to find out 
how they look upon possible connections with the other actors in the 
premises. 

Evaluation and Results:
 A more public outer environment, related to the prak Hammarparken.
 Individual offices for the staff in their premises, a conference room, 

lunch room, room for materials and workshops and an archive, which 
they lack today. 
 Physical closeness to other services is not an important factor, since 

their activities are quite separated from the others. 

Follow-up:
The result from the workshop was sketched into a draft of the floor 
plan which the staff were given to comment on. The plan was then 
changed in accordance to the feedback.
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Exhibition at the Christmas market

How: 
We prepared a draft of our proposal and a model. The people could 
look at the draft proposal and discuss it with us. They could also write 
down comments and place on a comment board that we had prepared.

Aim: 
The goal was to get input for improving our proposal before the final 
exhibtion. 

Evaluation and Results: 
- Visual protection and integrity for visitors are important
- An outdoor rainshelter is needed for making the outdoor usable dur-
ing a longer period 
- An association space or a commercial space for women is good 
- The sitting stairs should be directed to the football field in order to 
face more interesting activities and get more sunlight 

Workshop in Hammarparken 

How: 
We prepared some maps, pictures and questions and stopped people 
passing by the park Hammarkullen for having a face-to-face chat. Peo-
ple could write comments on notes to place on the map and put dots 
on the pictures that showed the character they wished this place would 
have. 

Aim: 
The idea with conducting the workshop was to gain information about 
what the inhabitants in Hammarkullen think of moving in a health care 
center or a child health care center in Bredfjällsgatan 36-46. In that 
case, where they suppose the most visible entrance could be, how the 
courtyard could be improved and how would the car traffic and the 
pedestrian could be affected.   

Evaluation and Results:
   Women need space for some kind of indoor activites
   There is a need for attractive green areas 
   The eastern courtyard of Bredfjällsgatan should be opened up and 
connected to Hammarparken. 
   Recreational areas for youth both indoors and outdoors in Bredfjälls-
gatan 36-46, such as exhibition areas indoors or sitting places outside.
   There is a need for health care center or a child health care center in 
Hammarkullen, considering the large amount of families with many 
children living in the area. 
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Study visit to the family resource center “Trädet”

How: 
We prepared question and interviewed two persons of the staff and 
made observations while being guided through their premises. 

Aim: 
The focus was to get an idea of how a family resource centers can 
look like and to find the strong connections. Furthermore, the study 
visit aimed to get knowledge about how collaboration and coop-
eration could be enhanced physically and which spaces could be 
improved.   

Evaluation and Results:
 An important part of strengthening the collaboration is by cre-

ating spaces for spontaneous meetings, e.g. the lunch room or the 
printer room
 Spaces in the open preschool can be used by the child health care 

for the parent groups
 According to the staff, the possibility to encounter visitors sponta-

neously is easier if there are connections.

Survey in Hammarkullen

How:
We prepared a survey with some question that was distributed to 80 
apartments in four different buildings in the area. We also prepared 
four return-boxes which were put in the entrance of each building.

Aim:
The idea was to use the survey as a tool for participation so that as 
many as possible could take part in the process. The survey with-
held questions concerning the inhabitants’ views on moving in a 
health care center and a child health care center in the premises of 
Bredfjällsgatan 36-46, and how the premises and the eastern exterior 

space could be used 
in the future.

Evaluation and Re-
sults:
Our idea with con-
ducting a survey did 
not succeed, as only 
three participants out 
of eighty answered 
the survey, which 
made the survey 
completely irrelevant 
to base any conclu-
sion on. Therefore, 
we disregarded the 
survey in our project. 

The Blog

How: 
A method for communicating the process has been to blog about up-
coming events and phases of the project. 

Aim: 
To enable interaction and discussion about the project, and keeping 
interested people updated about the process.

Evaluation and Results:
Even though the blog address was given to most of the contacted 
stakeholders the blog has been more of a one way information chan-
nel. For active participation through the blog we should probably have 
worked more with information such as visiting cards with the address 
and something directly useful for the stakeholders. However, stake-
holders could find the blog useful in the future because of the possibil-
ity to download a pdf with more information about the proposal.



The proposal
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The preschool, Sjöhästen, which is located in the premises at the mo-
ment, is planning to move to another location and will therefore leave 
space for establishing a health care center and child health care center. 
In the proposal, the services are suggested to be rearranged within the 
building according to their potential to increase collaboration and in 
accordance with their relation to the exterior public space.
The main focus in the proposal is to improve exterior space of the 
building and plan for an indoor space that enhances and makes the 
functions of the services more effective. 

The focal points:

Visibility and clarity (exterior space)
More visible and welcoming entrances in varying colors and forms in 
order to make orientation easier
A more open public space including different functions and spaces and 
better lighting  

Collaboration (interior space)
Well planned shared spaces for promoting spontaneous meetings and 
collaboration through neutral connections between the premises.

The proposal of the complete floor plan and outdoor plan is shown 
in the next page, details and the underlying ideas will be described 
throughout this chapter.
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Plan layout for the indoor and outdoor environment
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Indoor layout
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The proposal is based on the principles for a family resource center, 
where the different services collaborate in order to strengthen the 
support to the families. The open preschool often has an important 
and central role as they have contacts with a lot of families and can 
“transfer” clients to the right place. Below follows a description of the 
indoor layout from north to south throughout the premises and also an 
explanation of why it is suggested to plan in this way.
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Shared spacesConnections between the services

Shared spacesConnections between the services

Shared spacesConnections between the services

Connections and shared spaces 

To promote collaboration within the family resource center, we 
plan for connections between the services in order to enable 
the staff to easily reach each other for consultation or discuss-
ing ideas. Keeping the staff’s working place away from dis-
turbance and interruption is important, therefore we plan for 
connections in neutral spaces as corridors, kitchen, staff room 
etc.

This image shows the points of connection between the servic-
es. The health care centers and the open preschool shares staff 
room and kitchen and also have a connecting door between 
them that is supposed to be used both by staff and visitors. 
The social service is connected by passages to both the open 
preschool and the special support teachers and child psycholo-
gists. The open preschool and social service also shares a 
space between their premises that can be used for storage by 
both of them.
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Premises for associations

In the north end there is a space appropriate for associations’ activi-
ties. Many of the inhabitants of Hammarkullen who were interviewed 
or participated in workshops during this project, have expressed that 
there is a need for meeting places for women in this area. According to 
observations and interviews, women are rarely seen socializing togeth-
er in the public areas of Hammarkullen, instead the popular spots are 
mostly dominated by men.

An activity targeted to women can also be relevant for the family re-
source center as a whole, since most of the visitors at the center would 
be women. It is also of significance that women are given a space, 
used only by them, at a central spot like this, for showing that women 
are an integral part of the society and therefore need to be visible in 
their community.

These premises can be functional for various types of activities, for 
example cooking classes, dance groups or study circles. Activities of 
this kind are something that can bring more life to the place even at 
later times of the day, when most   of the other activities in the build-
ing are closed. This is an important factor, which increases the feeling 
of safety. 
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The language studio

Here, the proposal is more or less the same as the existing situation. 
The language studio is placed near the most active part of the pub-
lic space, since it is frequently used and therefore important that it is 
easily found by the visitors/students. In conformity with all the other 
services, the language studio has a new entrance in the proposal, mak-
ing it easier to find.

At the moment the building has many entrances, being almost identical 
to each other in appearance. This makes it confusing and difficult for 
the visitors to navigate to the right one. Therefore, it is proposed that 
some unnecessary doors should be removed and the legibility should 
be improved by giving the entrances different colors and a more obvi-
ous appearance. 

Since the existing façade elements are not load bearing, they are easily 
modifiable. When a door is replaced, the lower part of the element will 
be filled up and covered by sheets with colors matching to the theme. 
The transparent roof improves the visibility and at the same time func-
tions as weather protection. The transparent material also has a safety 
aspect; when passing through the entrance one is able to see if some-
one is standing behind the wall next to the door.
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The extension

An extension is suggested to be added to the building as an entrance 
to the open preschool, health care center and child health care center. 
This is something that can bring down the scale and makes the space 
feel more approachable for the people walking next to the building, 
which is otherwise very large and tall. The extension relates to the 
scale and color of the little cottage in Hammarparken.

The extension is divided into two parts with a wall in the middle that 
divides it into one part for the open preschool and one part for the 
health care centers. There is a door between the two parts which can 
be used both by the staff and the visitors. In the part of the extension 
that belongs to the health care center, there is a space that could be 
used for art exhibitions or public information. This is something that 
can decrease the serious feeling of the health care center and can work 
as a buffer zone between the public space and the more private activi-
ties of the health care center and child health care center. 

The area of Hammarkullen has a very rich artistic culture which makes 
the space for art exhibition and public information an appropriate ac-
tivity to be placed here. It also has  the potential to be used as a space 
for smaller local cultural events since the doors into the actual health 
care center and child health care center can be closed. The exhibition 
hall is also visible from the outside through the large windows.
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The health care center and child health care center

According to the proposal, the health care center and the child health 
care center is placed in the center of the building. As it is frequently 
used by many visitors, it should be quite near the most active spaces. 
Therefore it is also suitable to have an expressive entrance in this cen-
tral position of the building. When entering the health care center and 
the child health care center, the visitor first meets the reception and  
from there he/she goes further into the building to the waiting rooms.

The waiting rooms are divided in two parts, one for the health care 
center and one for the child health care center. They are suggested to 
be placed a bit further into the building in order to keep the visitors’ 
integrity and privacy when waiting for an appointment. The consulting 
rooms are placed in the western side of the building to keep it far from 
the more active and public side for the same reason as the placement 
of the waiting rooms.
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The open preschool

Most often the open pre-school has an important role in the collabo-
ration between the activities/actors in a family resource center. As the 
open pre-school targets parents and children, it is important that the 
service has a visible location. It is especially important for the open 
pre-school to have a close relationship with the child health care center 
because parents often visit there. It is also common that the open pre-
school and the child health care center arrange and run parent support 
groups together. That’s why the open preschool has been given this 
location in the proposal.

Due to the importance of a well-functioning collaboration between the 
open pre-school and the child health care center, it is suggested that 
they have a shared staff room where they can meet spontaneously. This 
can in long term strengthen their relationship and cooperation. The 
common staff room can also be used as a conference room for all the 
services in the building.

In the proposal, the entrance of the open preschool is in the extension 
where there is lots of space for a functional coat room and storage for 
the baby prams. In the existing premises for the open pre-school there 
is no appropriate space for keeping the prams, which is a problem. The 
offices and a separate entrance for the staff is placed southern end of 
the open pre-school´s premises in order to keep it separate from the 
public and practical for the staff.
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Resursenheten, the social service group

The social services group, Resursenheten, is only meant for consul-
tation with high integrity. It is therefore placed closer to the southern 
part of the building which is further away from the most active zone. 
Resursenheten, which today has a quite large space in the premises, 
is planning to move their office to Hjällbo and use the premises in 
Hammarkullen only for pre-arranged consultation for families. For this 
specific reason, the social services group is assigned a smaller space 
with a small room as a temporary office for the staff.

The arrangements of the services in the proposal suggest that the so-
cial services group is placed next to the open pre-school since the open 
pre-school is their primary contact for collaboration. Staff of the social 
services group could go together with a family to the open preschool 
through the connection to show where the open preschool is and for 
example introduce a game that is recommended for the specific child 
to train with. The passage between the two services is also suitable for 
a common storage space.
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The special support teachers and child psychologists

For the same reason of placing the social services in the south part of 
the building the special support teachers and child psychologists has 
also been placed here. Their work is not dependent on collaboration 
with other services in the same way as the others and that’s why it’s 
suggested to be placed with only connection to one service and with 
no shared space. However the connection point is suggested to be 
there as it facilitates for potential expanded collaboration with other 
services as it’s easier to reach with an inner connection rather than 
going outside.
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Outdoor layout
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Sun studies showing sunlight and shadow in April at 12.30 Sun studies showing sunlight and shadow in July at 12.30

Sun studies showing sunlight and shadow in April at 15.00 Sun studies showing sunlight and shadow in July at 15.00

As all the ground floor entrances open to the east, only the external 
surroundings of the eastern side of the building are concerned in the 
proposal. The proposal enhances the spatial connection between the 
building and Hammarparken, yet retaining the north-south pedestrian 
connection at the eastern side of the building.

Replacing the all-covering asphalt, different types of pavement mate-
rials have been used to indicate areas intended for movement or more 
stationary activities. Grass patches function as dividers and for added 
pleasure.

Removal of barriers

The planted hedge creates a visual and spatial barrier between the 
pedestrian pathway and the yard, making the yard very enclosed and 
isolated. The steel canopy constructed to cover a large part of the yard 
enhances the isolation even more, plus they reduce the amount of day-
light entering the yard. The canopy has been originally constructed be-
cause of some deviant household waste management habits among the 
residents. The suggestion is to remove the entire canopy, by assump-
tion that if the problem still persists, the cause of it should be removed 
by other means of development, instead of turning an important public 
area almost unusable.

The sun study shows which part of the building gets more sunlight 
during the different times of the day and the year. According to the sun 
study, the yard becomes covered by the shadow of the building in the 
early afternoon. The rocks facing the square get more sunlight than 
other parts of the yard, which makes it suitable for sitting places. 
The space between the buildings at the north end becomes sunny in the 
afternoon. 
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The square and preschool yard

In the middle part of the site the pathway coming through the park 
connects. It is more open towards the park since there is no sports field 
blocking the way, which is the case in the north and south parts. Open 
preschool and the health care functions are situated in the middle of 
the plan, because of its easy accessibility from different directions. 
Together they form the core of the Family centre plan, which shows 
also in the outdoor areas; A protruding extension building serves the 
entrances to open preschool and health care centre. The extension has 
a convex form which creates a plaza-like area in its front.

A sitting stair is suggested near the point where the pathways connect. 
This location is also advantageous for a meeting place since it’s further 
away from the building and thus receives more sunlight. The shadow 
of the building will cover most of the eastern yard by early afternoon 
hours. Also the narrow space between the buildings at the north end 
becomes sunny in the afternoon, as the shadow moves.

A small playground is suggested for the open preschool. Open pre-
school mostly uses public parks and playgrounds for their outdoor 
activities. Usually the children are accompanied by more adults (pre-
school teachers and parents) than those in a regular preschools. The 
playground functions as a front yard before the entrance and is not 
physically restricted from its surroundings.

North end

The northern end of the building is where the pedestrian pathway 
crosses the one coming from the tram station. The westward pathway 
from the station is one of the main pedestrian arteries of Hammarkul-
len. A significant flow of people pass through it every day on their way 
to work and back to their homes.

This crossing point is the most visible part of the site. There the pro-
posal suggests a recognizable element, a free-standing set of trans-
parent canopies that both provide protection from weather and direct 
the pedestrian flow towards the central parts of the site. This area is 
intended to have a multi-functional quality, a setting for performances, 
community markets or other public occasions.

South end

The southern part of the floor plan would be occupied by the prem-
ises of a) municipal social services and b) special support teachers 
and child psychologists. The social services is located aside, for there 
might be a need to enter discreetly. The special support teachers work 
more closely with other educational functions, such as open preschool, 
whereas the public visits to their premises are only occasional. For this 
reason their entrance doesn’t have to stand out from the facade and the 
outdoor space here is not appropriate for public usage in a large extent.
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The extension with the entrance to the health care center

The open pre-school yard

Sitting stair at the entrance to the park



Exhibition 
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A public exhibiton was held on 18th December 2013 in Hammarkul-
len. Different actors, such as the stakeholders, the municipality-based 
organizations in Bredfjällsgatan etc were invited, and many of them 
attended the exhibition. In general, the respons was positive and ac-
cording to some stakeholders the proposal could be used as inspiration 
for future projects. 



Conclusions 
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Sustainability

The general idea was that the relocation of the preschool Sjöhästen 
out of the building and the suggested establishment of a health care 
center opened up possibilities for improving the conditions, both for 
the services within Bredfjällsgatan 36-46 and outdoors. The concept of 
a family resource center which had been discussed earlier years could 
both work as a catalyst for this improvement and be valuable to Ham-
markullen in itself.

Bringing a new health care facility to a place where a lack and need 
of such exists, is in itself an action that enhances social sustainability. 
Adding shared spaces result in increased communication and more 
effective use of floor area within the building. Moreover, an improve-
ment of the public space will contribute to the social sustainability 
by creating more public meeting places and increasing the feeling of 
safety in an area that otherwise needs more of these kinds of spaces. 
To strengthen the functionality of the family resource center and the 
connected outdoor space, and to maximize its longevity, it is important 
to bind it to the surrounding community and other functions as well as 
using participation methods in the planning process.

The process

To create a project as relevant as possible we started working without 
knowing exactly what we were aiming for. For the beginning we had a 
collection of contacts representing different stakeholders and a distant 
clue of a family resource center to be established in the building. 

With this point of departure we started gathering information about the 
current situation, the needs and wishes, and the planned future. As the 
plans for the future health care center at that moment were quite un-
clear we struggled in finding our way through rumors and half-truths, 
trying not to create any ourselves. This, we noticed, was quite difficult, 
and an important reflection is that asking question is very hard without 
giving information.

The benefit of starting quite openly was that it helped us to pick up 
ideas and design solutions, not only for the family resource center, but 
for other things as well. Had we started with the floor plan of a fam-
ily resource center as our only goal, the result would probably have 
been a proposal of less qualities for the connected stakeholders. For 
instance, the need for association space for women was a thought that 
emerged from the workshops and interviews, instead of the original 
project idea.

Involved actors

The most influential actors in the participation activities have been 
staff working at some of the services currently situated in the building. 
It was a natural decision to involve them since they have most knowl-
edge on how the premises function today and what might be needed 
for an improvement. We think that this has been useful and the out-
come of these participation activities has influenced the result signifi-
cantly. This we have tried to emphasis during the participation events, 
to show that it is not only our project but something relevant to every-
one involved. We also consider it as a way to give something back to 
the people that voluntary has given us their time to help us creating 
this proposal.

We believe that it would be useful if some people with higher in-
fluence on renovating or rebuilding the premises would have been 
involved in the participation activities. Involving decision makers in 
creating the proposal would probably establish the ideas of the propos-
al in a stronger way and increase the possibility of a change like this to 
actually happen. Some people in managing positions have been con-
tacted but since this is a student project many can’t prioritize taking 
part and therefore it has been mostly interviews with these people. We 
do think that with more effort it could have been possible to involve 
some of them further in participating and creating the proposal.

We did not involve the private health care center in the project as it for 
a long time was unclear if they would move in to the premises or not 
and because we decided to focus on the situation of the current actors. 
For the anchoring of the project it would have been good to involve 
and connect them to the other services, as this was one of our main 
goals, and it will certainly be necessary for a possible continuation of 
the process.
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Participation methods

An important guideline in the participation work was to try to follow 
up the workshops and interviews and get feedback on our sketches. 
Regarding the participating staff this worked well, as they are a defined 
group and the task directed to them is clear. It was more difficult with 
the public in general as the participating group differed and had less 
obvious interests to them in each workshop. The survey was supposed 
to be the base for the public workshop in the park, which in turn would 
generate the sketches for the exhibition at the Christmas market. The 
survey didn’t work as planned due to language and distribution prob-
lems. We should probably have used more direct question and talked to 
people face to face instead of distributing the surveys in the mailboxes 
to be more successful. Considering the impact on people’s everyday life 
a renovation of the public space would have, it would have been appro-
priate with additional workshops and interviews with the public.

Another reflection on the methods is the importance of choosing the 
appropriate type of workshop for each situation. Creative methods, as 
the ‘bubble workshop’, with the staff worked well as we had agreed on 
a certain time and task together. For more spontaneous methods, like 
asking questions to passers-by in the park, direct questions worked 
better and generated answers that could be used as a base for design 
decisions when put together. Often the spontaneous comments during 
these events were as valuable as the answers to the actual questions.

Outcome and future potential

The project gives a suggestion of how a health care center for adults 
and children could be fitted in the floor plan, along with certain oth-
er services. It shows the limitations imposed by the structure of the 
building. The project also gives an overview of the outdoor area at the 
eastern side of the building, and how different unpleasant characteris-
tics could be replaced with other elements. A radical alteration of the 
character of the outdoor area in front of the building is important for 
the sustaining social functionality of the services located in the build-
ing, and for improving the public space of central Hammarkullen.

The proposal is meant to be a first draft or idea of a change in Bred-
fjällsgatan and as such it has a number of features that have not been 
fully elaborated. For example, the lighting issue is treated somewhat 
symbolically although it is of great importance for the sense of security 
in the area. The proposal illustrations are intended to transfer the idea 
of a strongly illuminated front yard.  Another thing to consider here is 
that due to the fact that the first residential level of the building is rela-
tively close to the ground, the site illumination should also be designed 
in a way that it doesn’t disturb the apartments. Regarding the health 
care center there would also be a need  to involve the future staff and 
design the proposal for their specific needs.

During the process it turned out that many stakeholders had not been 
fully aware of each other’s intentions. The outcome of the project brings 
forward a synthesis of these intentions as we have perceived them, 
and the suggested design could prove useful to some extent as design 
guideline, in spite of the fact that plans concerning the future functions 
may alter.

We noticed during the process that small things, such as handing over 
the summary of the workshop with Resursenheten, could become a 
win-win situation, as we acquired information about their work and 
areas of improvement, and they got a base for their relocation to  
Hjällbo. What also became clear was that  the process in itself, as asking 
questions, spreading information, and talking to key actors in the local 
community was also a way of starting something that could live on. 

The final proposal was presented at an exhibition in Hammarkullen 
and also put in a shorter version in a folder, which turned out to be of 
interest to visitors and people that we had interviewed. Hopefully this 
could be a way of reaching the goal we had set: to create something 
potentially useful for further development efforts after our course has 
ended. 
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About us

We are three master students taking the course Social 

Inclusion at Chalmers. We have varied background in 

education: architectural engineering, Civil engineering 

& Landscape architecture and urban planning. We are 

representing different countries: Greece, Iceland and 

Sweden. 

Working as a group

We tried to divide the responsibilities within the group 

according to our skills and experience. That was crucial 

since we had different skills depending on our back-

ground. We then made a rough schedule that we tried 

to follow. The schedule was difficult to follow because of 

all the connections we had to arrange with stakeholders 

and participants.

About the project

This project has been focusing on how to address Ham-

marbadet, a building in need for a renovation because of 

leakage from the pool and showers, but also because it 

is old and well used. At first it might seem as an techni-

cal matter which would require a rational linear process, 

but we soon realized that there is great value of social 

connections that turned the project into a much more 

complex problem.

We had a free approach and could therefore frame the 

task. In the project we were focusing on social inclusion 

and participation within the context of a Swedish sub-

urb.

introduction

hammarmixen



Phase one

We started by understanding each of the functions: 

the pool, the gym and the youth centre Mixgården. We 

found out that each function was important and that 

each function had different target group. In order to 

investigate this we work with scenarios: What will hap-

pen if we take away one function? What will happen if 

we add another? Eventually we got to the conclusion 

that the functions are essential and should be kept, but 

improved. An essential part of this was because of the 

stories we gathered from people. We therefore under-

stood how important the functions were for people in 

Hammarkullen.

Phase two

The next step was to look into the question of how we 

can improve each function. We continued working with 

scenarios and added rough sketches to understand the 

connections within the building. We added the informa-

tion we got from workshops, talking to stakeholders and 

contacting experts. Once we understood that the hole 

floor of the pool needed to be renovated because of the 

leakage from both the pool and showers, we realized 

that we might as well change the positions of the func-

tions within the building in order to improve them. 

Phase three

In designing the proposal more in detail we worked with 

some questions that we decided to be crucial from our 

perception and analysis:

_Make the entrances more inviting 

_Add an extension that you can see from the square

_Redesign functions if that could make them better

_Work with memory of the building

_Show a change, that also symbolize the time

_Make some changes that connects the resident

_Technical aspects of renovation
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The process 

Our process has been dynamic in that sense that we had 

to go back and forth during the whole process. We have 

had some key-moments for the project that is seen in 

the diagram of the smaller circles with: functions and 

improve functions. 

The functions is symbolized with phase one. We had to 

understand the building and its functions before we 

were able to move forward in the process. 

The second phase was how to improve the functions. 

We started working with conceptual changes before we 

turned in to detailed scale. 

The purpose of showing the process scheme is to high-

light that the proposal is connected to the method and 

process, and that we have been aware of that, which 

means that we wanted the analysis to match the pro-

posal, and vice versa. 

process
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Where?

Hammarbadet lays in Hammarkullen, which is located in 

Angered, Gothenburg, Sweden. It is a suburb 15 minutes 

away from the centre with tram. Built in the era of Million-

programmet, which has been the most expansive period 

of housing in Swedish history. Angered, which is the name 

of the district that Hammarkullen belongs to, was meant 

to be a satellite city, self-supportive with a centre func-

tions, work and housing. Areas like Hammarkullen became 

heavily criticized for being grey and out of scale.
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Rannebergsbadet
indoor pool 25m
dry sauna

Angered arena
1000 sek/year -
warm water pool-
25m pool - relaxbath
sportshall 

Hammarbadet
17m indoor pool
sauna - gym
Wednesdays > women only

Karra Simhall
25m, waterslide and sauna

heated pool
gym - sportshall

Lundbybadet
25m, heated indoor pool

children pool
outdoor pool 50m
gym - relax space

Valhallabadet
the biggest pool - 50m
25m pool too - heated pool
relaxing roman bath

Frolundabadet
25m - learning pool - children pool

water training - baby swimming
Near: Froja - health therapies Askims Simhall

indoors 25m -  sauna 
gym

Aby Bad & Fitness

Styrsö simhall
8x12m - booking 
70-115cm deep

tram 9

tr
am

 8

tram
 4

bus 71

bu
s 1
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On the map above the baths of Gothenburg are located. 

It is worth noting that there are three baths in Angered, 

which is good since it is the area with the lowest swim-

ming ability in Gothenburg.

background
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Hammarbadet

When we address the question of Hammarbadet we 

mean the three functions: the pool, the gym and Mix-

gården. Each of these functions provides Hammarkullen 

with qualities that are essential for the area. Each of the 

functions is well used, and it also has different targeting 

groups. To demonstrate how important these functions 

are, we can look at the statistics. The total amount of vis-

itors has to be seen in relation to 8 000 that is how many 

people who live in Hammarkullen. However, the statis-

tics does not cover the unique visitors of Hammarbadet, 

which will be uncovered in the stories chapter.

Hammarbadet was built 1972. Since then there has been 

some minor renovations. A bath has a lifespan of 30-35 

years before it needs to be renovated. It might even be 

more economical to build a new bath, then to renovate 

according to Björn Thyberger, Erseus Arkitekter. 

Even though the building is well used, the politicians 

order a consequence  analysis of what will happen if 

Hammarbadet would be closing. That led to demonstra-

tions in Hammarkullen. The people were unhappy with 

closing down such an important function. The politicians 

therefore decided to post pone the question of Hammar-

badets future to the next year. It is good to have in mind 

that there is an upcoming election 2014, which might be 

the reason for the postpone.

Since there is a leakage from the pool and the showers, 

the building needs to be renovated. In this project we 

stress that the renovation should not lead to the closing 

of the bath. Instead we believe that it has a major role to 

fill in Hammarkullen.

Source: Mixgården, Idrott- och föreningsförvaltningen

Hammarbadet is built.

An addition is made to 
the youthcenter

The youthcenter Mixgården 
under neath the pool was in 
the plans from the begining.

the addision was a dance-studio 
with a cellar underneath where they 
have music studios today.

Changing of the facade.

It is changed from painted concrete to 
white hard wearing boards and the plaster 
on the basement is changed from red to
grey.

Threats about closing down
 Hammarbadet.
There are threats about closing down 
Hammarbadet but in the end it is decided 
to delay it for another year. 

More glass walls are added in the 
swimming hall,and the old spiral stairs is
replaced by a new central stair from �oor 2-4.

The interior in bouth Hammarbadet 
and Mixgården is changed. 1995

2004

20131972

1980
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Pool

12 000

Gym

17 000

42 720 besökare 2012

Mixgården

13 720



In this project we have been working with a holistic 

approach, which include various methods. Below the 

methods will be examined.

Scenario 

Working with scenarios is basically to structure the prob-

lem and solutions in order to get the best proposal from 

a more comprehensive thinking

SWOT / Pros and cons 

Connected to the former, with the same basic concept of 

organizing ideas and concept. We have been using the 

SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats) 

analysis also for our own group in order to understand 

each of our skills and therefore to be able to organize the 

workload.

Workshop 

We did a workshop together with youths in Mixgården. 

The workshop was done with maps, post-it and pen-

cils. We learnt about their perceptions and we collected 

some guidelines for the how we can improve Mixgården.

Questionnaire 

In this project we have been contacting people in differ-

ent ways; from phone calls, e-mails, to asking random 

people, asking stakeholders and resident. We have been 

working with collecting stories to get the whole picture 

of our project. The theoretical approach of using stories 

is connected to participatory theories. In mapping sto-

ries we are able to reach to a larger crowd because it is 

a easier form of conversation than a more technical and 

expert grounded language. 

Kevin lynch - The image of the city 

By creating mental maps we wanted to investigate how 

the area is perceived. We also found out the important 

connections to the building, and crucial areas to exam-

ine.

analysing m
ethods
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Dom som arbetar här är väldigt snälla!

Mycket bra!

Jag älskar att simma!

Bra personal!

Här känner man sig som hemma!

jättebra!

Jag lärde mig simma här i hammarbadet!

“The staff is really nice!“

“Very good!”

2 middle-aged women

These two women try to go every day to Hammarbadet. 

They have had a membership for one year now. They 

say that they like everything about Hammarbadet and 

that they like the size of the pool. They also said that 

they did not want to change anything. When we asked if 

they would go to Angered Arena if Hammarbadet would 

close they said that that would be hard for them be-

cause it takes longer time for them and they would have 

to take the tram. This is also difficult because they have 

children at home.

“I live to swim!”

“Feels just like home!”

A woman from Bergsjön

The next women we talked to told us that she was in a 

hurry because she lives in Bergsjön and cannot be away 

for to long because of her children. Women’s night is 

here only opportunity to swim so she do not want to 

miss it. She said that the pool could be bigger.

“I didn´t know how to swim”

“Great staff”

Another women

We talked to whom a year ago did not know how to 

swim. Due the organization Stödnätet she could take 

courses and eventually learn how to swim. In November 

she will start a new course to develop her swimming 

skills.

She has been visiting the Women’s Night in Hammar-

badet since then. She told us that she know of many 

women who come far away from Hammarkullen to swim 

because of cultural reasons. 

“Good location“

“Really good!“

Woman around 30 years

She tries to come to Hammarbadet 2-3 times a week. 

Always on women’s nights and then sometimes early in 

the morning when there are no men. She said that Ham-

marbadet is the only place that she knows of that has 

nights only for women, which she thinks is very impor-

tant. She also thinks the location is important since she 

lives close by. She likes Hammarbadet like it is and does 

not think that it would be better if it the pool would be 

deeper or bigger.  
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Man about 30 years of age from Gårdsten:

“It’s a good gym. The machines could be a little newer, 

and sometimes the air gets kind of bad.”

Man about 50 years of age from Hammarkullen

“Very good. Very good for the area, for kids and every-

one. The equipment is old.”

Man about 30 years of age from Hammarkullen

“Very good. I live nearby so it’s really close. I think it is 

important for Hammarkullen. People need to work out in 

order to feel good and to stay healthy.”

Raúl Carrasco 

Raul is working at Centrum för Urbana studier in 

Hammarkullen. In an interview with Raul he expressed 

his believes that Hammarbadet and its functions is 

essential for Hammarkullen:

“... [Hammarbadet] is important parts of the social 

micro level that provides health, becomes a social 

meeting place, a creative social network, a trailblazer in 

this forgotten and vulnerable neighbourhood, ethnic 

community with high unemployment and an unequal 

school.”

 

Ali Abid Mousa

In a interview with the former gym instructor in 

Hammarbadet, Ali describes the gym as an important, 

especially for young adults. It is a way out of trouble and 

a stable point in life, which he has experienced himself: 

“I lived in Hammarkullen between the years 1994-2000 

and during that time we were a bunch of guys who 

were the area’s “bad boys“. One day we started to train 

on Hammarbadet and after a while we were settled and 

began to fully concentrate on the training and all of our 

free time was spent practicing. From being a bunch of 

“bad boys”, we became instead a bunch of “good boys”. 

All thanks to Hammarbadet.”

Ali also stress that the consequences of closing 

Hammarbadet would be that the people would not go 

somewhere else to workout: 

“Having a swimming pool with gym in the area is 

important for the status and standard of the area. If 

YOU choose to remove this valuable facility, it will 

have a huge impact on the people in and around of 

Hammarkullen. I am sure that everyone who trains there 

is not going to go elsewhere, but quit training. Women 

who learn to swim in the Hammarbadet will have 

difficulty getting to another facility and swimming skills 

will thus be reduced in the area.

Young people today that are training on Hammarbadet 

will become idle and probably start with crime and 

drugs instead of training. We who live in the area see 

and hear so much more than what YOU do, and we know 

how much space like Hammarbadet means, especially 

for the young people and their future.” 

And when addressing the question of saving money for 

closing Hammarbadet down, Ali believe that will not be 

the case: 

“To close Hammarbadet perhaps is saving in the short 

term, but if you are thinking in long term, I do not think 

there is a saving, rather the contrary. Young people who 

start with crime and drugs cost society much, much 

more.

I’ve talked to several young people about that 

Hammarbadet is threatened with closure and I received 

many strong reactions. They feel disappointed and 

helpless and feel that no one listens to them.”

Ali also sees the gym as a community with other positive 

effects than the health issues: 

“Many people have difficulty with the language 

in Hammarkullen and thanks to daily visits on 

Hammarbadet they get a chance to talk to others and 

feel part of the community. It promotes their mental 

health as well as their physical health, and this is very 

important for a secure and prosperous Hammarkullen!”

stories
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During the first weeks of the course, we made a collabo-

ration project together with children at Emmaskolan in 

Hammarkullen. Together we were exploring Hammarkul-

len through exercises with maps, drawings, games and 

dialogue. 

From our workshop with Emmaskolan we learnt about 

the Hammarkullen as an area and also that they were 

using Hammarbadet to learn how to swim. All of the kids 

from our group liked Hammarkullen and they liked that 

there was many playgrounds. Some were afraid of the 

centre, next to the tram station.

hammarmixen



We had a workshop with De Utvalda, a group of teen-

agers from Mixgården. We tried out our different ideas. 

Some of our own perceptions of the project were ques-

tioned. They were not supporting our opinions of keep-

ing the bath, for example. They thought it was nothing 

for them, and that they rather were going to Angered 

Arena if they wanted to swim. We think that it also 

proves that each function of the building targets differ-

ent groups.

M
ixgården w

orkshop
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Lynch analysis

In his book The Image of the City, Kevin Lynch proposes a method 

for spatial analyses which we have used From the lynch analysis 

we came to several conclusions: 

_There is two nodes where the movement cross each other. These 

are important for the building and the movement around the 

building.

_The corner towards the square is not articulated enough to be 

inviting people from the square.

_Hammarbadet is connecting the different heights.

_Hammarbadet can be considered as a landmark of Hammarkul-

len.
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Sketches 

To the right the sketches demonstrate how the narrow 

path is perceived. It also shows the stairs with the entry 

to Mixgården, levels and the nodes.

Below the sketches illustrate the difference of heights 

that the building connects. It also shows the levels 

within the building.

sketches
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Blogging 

From the beginning of the project we have been blog-

ging. The purpose was to develop our skills but also to 

reach out to a wider crowd. However, we did not get that 

much response that we were hoping for. The commu-

nication was more one-way then we hoped. It could be 

due the fact that the project time was not enough for us 

to establish our blog. We did however learn a lot from it 

and it was good in the sense that we had to communi-

cate our information and by doing that we could prog-

ress.
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The building

The pool is important for kids, women and older people. 

Since the pool is a training pool (L 17, W 12 and D 0.8-

1.2 m) it is good for learning how to swim. Given that 

Angered municipality has the lowest ability to swim in 

Gothenburg, Hammarsbadet can be seen as an impor-

tant asset.

The bath is also important for women who come from all 

over Gothenburg to swim and socialize. It is made possi-

ble because there is an evening for women only, which 

means that women can participate who otherwise 

would not due to cultural reasons.

Both men and women use the gym. It fills an important 

function for young men as a free zone where they can 

train, socialize and feel belonging.

Mixgården is important for the youth of Hammarkul-

len. It is perhaps the only physical place where they can 

hang out. In Mixgården the youths can socialize, develop 

and get guidance from the staff.

The pool, gym and Mixgården can also be viewed from a 

broader perspective. They can be seen as an expression 

of that Hammarkullen is part of Gothenburg and the 

people in Hammarkullen are included in society. In such 

an approach, it is easy to put the new facility Angered 

Arena as a competitor. In our project, we believe that 

they are not in competition against each other, but that 

they rather complement each other.
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1. The building as it is today 2. Re-arranging the functions

 

3. Reversed placing of the functions

4. The building as it is today

+ important functions for Hammarkullen

+ well used

- in need of renovation due the wear and leakage

5. Adding volumes for each function 6. The expression of the building is changed

+ visible from the square

+ better suited room for the gym, the bath and Mix-

gården

+ the movement from the gym will become visible from 

the outside

+ more daylight for Mixgården

+ it strengthen the parish appeal of Hammarkullen

- the cost and the maintenance 
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proposals sketches
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investigation of the additional volume in Mixgarden

the level of Mixgarden could be open to the back side 
bringing life to the pathway leading to the entrance

the interior of the bath
the walls do not reach the ceiling, revealing the old load bearing structure

broken tiles from the existing material could be used to form mosaics on the walls

proposing volumes & facades
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Second floor, L4, Mixgården 1:200
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First floor, L3, Mixgården, 1:200
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floorplan



flo
or

pl
an

Ground floor, L2, the bath and gym 1:200

hammarmixen



Basement, L1, the gym 1:200
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Hammarmixen from the lower level
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exhibition

Exhibition 

We had an exhibition of our project in Hammarkullen. 

All the posters are available as attachments in the end of 

the portfolio.

From the exhibition and the feedback we were asked to 

do a short summary of our project that would be easy to 

understand. We will attach the broschyr in the end of the 

portfolio.
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Final conclusions

Looking at the project as a whole we can see some 

key events and learning points. One that it is difficult 

to arrange a workshop with that limited time that was 

available. It takes time to gather stakeholders and partic-

ipants. We were able to gather some of the youths from 

Mixgården, which was a key event for us since we could 

access some information that was not available other-

wise. Another aspect of workshop was that it was diffi-

cult to arrange it because we did not know how many 

people we could expect or how familiar they were with 

the format of workshop. We had to be very flexible. 

We also found it difficult to not have any mandate, since 

we could not offer them the changes we wanted to do. 

When we were in contact with people in Hammarkullen 

we had problem to answer the questions of why nothing 

is happening in Hammarkullen and that they were be-

ginning to mistrust the whole idea of participation. We 

had to be very clear about that this was a student proj-

ect and that it will not be materialized.

A key event for us was to understand the building and 

what the building means to the people in Hammarkul-

len. It took us longer time then expected. We had to 

analyse it into smaller parts to understand what we 

wanted to do. After working with scenarios of under-

standing each function and if we needed to add another 

function we came to the conclusion that we did not 

want to make a major change. All functions had their 

point and we could therefore focus on how to improve 

each function.  

To summarize it we can conclude that there was a trans-

formation of our perceptions of the project during the 

process. The project was interesting because of all the 

people and their emotions connected to the building. At 

the same time we realized how painful it is to not have 

the mandate to actually make a change.
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hammarmixen

Hammarmixen är ett studentprojekt 
av tre studenter från Chalmers och 
från kursen Social Inclusion på Urba-
na studier i Hammarkullen. I den här 
broschyren sammanfattas projektet 
lite kortfattat. 

Broschyren har följande struktur. Den 
första delen berör vad Hammarba-
det betyder för Hammarkullen idag. 
Den andra delen handlar om vårt 
planförslag på hur Hammarbadet kan 

förbättras. 
Det finns fler dokument än bro-
schyren, bl.a. en blogg, portfolio och 
posters. Alla dessa dokument finns 
att tillgå under bloggens hemsida: 
 
http://hammarbadetstudentproj-
ect.wordpress.com/project-work/

Eller via mail: 
hammarbadet.studentproject@
gmail.com

Överst är en bild av det föreslagna badet. Den nedre bilden visar den föreslagna entren till Mixgården.

Vad är detta?

Studentprojekt

Vi är:
Aron Wetterlund, Urban planning, Sverige

Eyrún Pétursdóttir, Civil Engineering & Land-
scape Architecture, Island 

Pinelopi Vasilaki, Architecture Engineering, 
Grekland



Re:source more than student housing

Project Portfolio
Design and Planning for Social Inclusion 2013, Chalmers Architecture
Ti Wang, Miriam Wal, Angeliki Lampropoulou, Kalle Manen



This is a compilation of material from a project work within the course Design and Planning for Social Inclusion, 
22,5 credits, part of the Master Programme Design for Sustainable Development, Department of Architecture, 

Chalmers University of Technology December 2013

Authors:  Ti Wang, Miriam Wal, Angeliki Lampropoulou, Kalle Manen

Examiner: Pål Castell, castell@chalmers.se        
Course assistants: Jessica Andersson, Emilio Brandao

Tutor: Christer Nordström

Additional information: http://suburbsdesign.wordpress.com/



Introduction



Why was this interesting for us?

New student apartments would have the potential to bring in lots people from city center to Hammarkullen, 
not only coming for once but living their daily life here. We all know that people in Hammarkullen go to city 
center shopping. But how can connection and communication between the city and Hammarkullen be 
strengthened without flow from both directions? People are easily influenced by media because they do not 
know anyone that has really been to Hammarkullen.

Criminal related issues in suburbs are usually described as "youth problem". Behind this is a relatively 
lower education level and a reality that educational resource in these areas are gradually taken away. The 
introduction of university students into Hammarkullen could create an opportunity to inspire local youth by 
building communication and interaction between them.

Aims and Task

The aim is to present new ideas to a group of stakeholders who 
plan for new student housing in Hammarkullen. The task is to 
develop a programme and an overall design proposal for one 
or several houses with student apartments close to the square. 
It may involve participatory methods with possible future tenant 
groups, e.g. youth in Angered and students of the city.

Project Time Line

October 2013



Background



1968

1971

1969 - 1972 - 1978

1974

1978 2009

PAST PRESENT FUTURE

2013

DEMONSTRATIONS
Inhabitants of Hammar-
kullen saves their public 
bath. 

DEMONSTRATIONS 
Loss of the school cut 

downs.

ANGERED CENTRUM
Opening of the Shoppingmall 
intended for the “satellite cities” 
around the Angered area.

THE CARNIVAL
The �rst annual carnival

HAMMARKULLEN
Start of construction

HAMMARKULLETORGET 
The square of 

Hammarkullen is completed

THE TRAM LINE
Streched out in di�erent stages.
Hammarkullen - Hjällbo - Angereds centrum

1992

2010

2010

LIBRARY
Opening of the 
Hammarkullen library

DEMONSTRATION
Inhabitants saves their library.

CENTRE FOR URBAN STUDIES
The Gothenburg Uni. and Chalmers Uni.

moves a part of their studies to Hammarkullen.

The carnival
First annual carnival

The Spirit of Hammarkullen

Areas such as Hammarkullen rapidly transformed to matters of estrangement, 
turbulence and condemnation. Mass-media early exposed the district to slander and 
stigmatization as well as it has been victim of  municipal downturns. The inhabitants 
stood tired of frequently being reached not being as good as others. Constructive 
initiatives among the population were established as a result of numerous difficulties 
and obstacles that Hammarkullen experienced through four and a half decades. This is 
known as "the spirit of Hammarkullen". They have realized several of their requirements 
for improvements through occupations, appeals and demonstrations.

1986

Folkets Hus

The Million Programme

The Swedish policy to build one million new apartments within ten years, during 1965-
1975, made the suburb of Gothenburg, Hammarkullen, a part of what is known as “The 
Million Programme” in 1968. The demands were to keep costs down and to make the 
production as efficent as possible. Requirements of cost-efficient solutions led to an 
absence of general attention for the environment as well as for the needs of individuals. 
One could discover complications in the premature phase throughout the construction. 
It became worse during times of financial constraints and decreasing number of 
inhabitants in the municipality. This distorted the plans for Hammarkullen; a part of 
Angered that was intentioned to stand as an independent satellite town in the periphery 
of Gothenburg. 



The Inhabitants

Hammarkullen was mainly planned for Swedish working class, which was 
gradually replaced by workers and refugees moving in from other countries. The 
origin of the majority of those immigrants also varied over time, from Finland, 
Italy, former Yugoslavia to Latin America, Iran and Somalia. Thereby, the ethnic 
composition of the area has shifted over time.
 
A relatively low education level appeared in the beginning of this area and 
remained untill today with different reasons over time. In the 1970’s when 
Swedish working class lived in Hammarkullen, knowledge and education were 
not as highly valued as today – at that time people could easily get a job to make 
a living without higher education.

Some of the immigrants coming to Hammarkullen were well-educated, but have failed to 
use their knowledge in a different context.  Some of them have suffered a lot before coming 
here and now have to struggle to learn the language and make a living without further study 
opportunities. This pressure also influences youth in Hammarkullen today.
 
The continuously low education level is related to issues such as unemployment, relatively 
low income and social status, which are often related to social problems. For youth, the 
future of Hammarkullen, what prevent them to reach higher education is not only a problem 
of accessibility, but also a loss of hope and confidence. At the same time of physical 
environment improvement, there is cut downs of schools in Hammarkullen in recent years, 
which limits possibility of education.



Young·Hope1



Hope
I want to be an 
architect!

Chalmers isn't for 
me. I can’t become a 
doctor or architect.

Listening to people in Hammarkullen along our way of developing the project, we 
gradually build our understanding that physical environment improvements are not 

enough to solve root problems and to make a real sustainable change. 

No change could take place without people holding hope at hand. But it’s so easy to 
lose our hope when we grow up getting to know reality and to stop dreaming and when 
we get old passion too often fades away. Education, in this case, is a weapon we use 
to lighten hope by bringing in joy of life to all generations and build confidence of youth 

towards future. 

Mohammed 11 years old       
Hammarkullen

Daniel 18 years old
Hammarkullen

Children Youth



Resource Taken Away

In 2009 civil servants at the city district 
administration suggested that the library in 

Hammarkullen should be closed, to save money 
for the municipality. Due to massive protesting 

from the inhabitants of Hammarkullen that didn’t 
happen. There have also been suggestions to 
close Mixgården after school-activities centre 
and the Hammarbadet swimming hall for the 
same reason: in order to save money for the 

municipality. 

Meeting is not enough

There have been attempts from Mixgården 
to inspire young people in Hammarkullen by 

letting young people meeting people going to 
university from Angered. But it is hard to keep 

the inspiration for a long time given by someone 
who comes and talks for a while and then leave. 

I am worried 
about my 
children

Pedestrian woman on the square of Hammarkullen

Göteborg
Angered

Ålder

A
nd

el
 (%

)

Källa: 2013, Göteborgs stad

HammarkullenGöteborg

14%

47%

Share of inhabitants over x year with 
at least three years higher education

The future group
As we can see a third of the population of 

Hammarkullen is 18 years old or younger. In other 
words: If one wants to reach out to young people 
Hammarkullen is a good place to do it. We want 
all of them to feel that they can become whatever 
they want to become. For some this means that 

they will go on and study at university level.

Education? 
-Situation in Hammarkullen

Education level

The highest level of education is generally lower in 
Hammarkullen than in Gothenburg as a whole.



Resource2



HammarkullenThe square of 
Hammarkullen

Mixgården

Hammarhus home for elderly

El Sistema

Centre for urban studies F7 

Folkhögskolan in Angered F6 

Hammarkullens Library E  

Folkets Hus F1

Culture diversity

Hidden knowledge

Sources of education and culture related organisations are the resources of 
Hammarkullen. Many of these organisations are located near the square of 
Hammarkullen: EL Sistema, Mixgården, Hammarhus home for eldery, Centre 
for Urban Studies, Folkhögskolan in Angered, Folkets' House, Hammarkullens' 
Library...

These organisations are closely linked to certain groups of local people and 
their activities can be seen as collections of their varied resources. Cooperation 
between organisations could lead to meetings between people which would 
mean gathering and exchanging resources, creating extra values.

Although the fact is not easy to change that some education related 
resources are taken away, there are still lots of hidden resource in 
Hammarkullen that could be discovered, collected and used to make a 
significant change by providing chances of learning and inspiring in varied 
ways beyond school.

Organisations

The elderlies are resource of experience and knowledge that is often 
forgotten.

Hammarhus old people’s home is a bit like an isolated island in Hammarkullen. 
People say that they never even see the old people outside. Why? Most of 
them don’t have any reason to go outdoors – there is not many public spaces 
that they could visit and use. 
Nor do they have activities together with young people and children. Some 
old people living here don’t have many visitors from outside.

Maria, member of the staff of Hammarhus, thinks that a lot of old people 
would like to have the possibility to grow flowers and vegetables.

Daisy 76 years old
Living in Hammarhus old people's home

The elderlies

I do not know what I 
want or what would 
be nice for me. It is no 
use. No one wants to 
do anything

Resource



Invisible to the public
Although there are lots of activities arranged by organisations, 
they are not visible from the outside (for example the recording 
room of Mixgården is in the basement and the Centre for 
Urban Studies is located on the 7th floor). This invisibility 
prevents the spirit spreading outside, felt and shared by more 
people, to get inspired.

OBSERVATIONS

Locally based
Many of the organisations are locally based lacking links 
with other parts of the city, which leads to less opportunities 
to exchange and interact, thus making the resources in 
Hammarkullen a bit isolated.

Spacially separated
The organisations are located geographically separated, 
with few shared spaces. Even in the same building – 
Hammarkulletorget 62B – they are located on different floors 
and are not seen by each other. This situation prevents 
possible informal encounters, cooperation and interaction 
between them.

Hidden resource
The elderlies are hidden resource of experience. Moreover, 
people living in Hammarkullen come from different parts of the 
world: they are a resource of different knowledge and cultures.

Gather down to the square
Rooms used by different organisations are gathered in the 
Hammarkulletorget square – the heart of Hammarkullen – where people 
are passing by every day. This way the influence of education expands.

STRATEGIES

Transparency to create visibility
Using transparent material to make the rooms where varied activities are 

happening visible from the outside, as a way to share inspiration.

Share space
Provide common rooms, shared by organisations and different group 
of people to ensure that rooms are used more efficient and to create 
opportunities for people to meet.

Take care of hidden resources and add new 
actors to make Hammarkullen better connected
Discover hidden resources, take care of them to fulfill their value by 
offering space and arranging activities to support them. To connect 
Hammarkullen more closely with the city, new actor from the city adding 
into the local context will be a significant opportunity for Hammarkulelen.



It is commonly known that there are people with varied culture 
background living in Hammarkullen. But when we look into this, we see 
an in-flow and out-flow of people and groups from different cultures 
over time. Hammarkullen has been the first step to live in Sweden for 
immigrants in the recent years. When they find a job and have higher 
income they move out. This in-flow and out-flow over time create 
different layers of culture in Hammarkullen which could be seen as a 
great asset and a resource.

1969

1971

1978

1980

1992

In-flow and out-flow over time

Instead of letting these cultural resources simply being replaced by 
another one over time, conserving and accumulating these resources 
could create an opportunity to build a valuable and unique source of 
knowledge and culture.
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Site

GFS
The United Students’ 
Unions of Gothenburg

Fastighetskontoret

Samhällsbyggnadskontoret

Boplats

Other actors involved

Göteborg 2021 Göteborg & Co

Framtidenkoncernen

Angereds ungdomsråd

Stadsledningskontoret

SDF Angered
Stadsdelsförvaltningen Angered

Bostadsbolaget
Municipal management company for public service

Student Housing
in Hammarkullen

SGS
studentbostader

Magnus Bonander
Director of property at SGS 

Mikael Olehede
Project manager, property development

Wenche Lerme
Development director/organizer 

Linus Månsson
President

View of the square of Hammarkullen during night today

About the project The project aims to develop a design proposal for new student housing that 
will take place in an area located next to the Hammarkulletorget square. 

To get information, hear wishes and requirements from different perspectives 
we interviewed representatives of core actors involved in this project: 
SDF Angered (facilitator), GFS (advisor and opinion maker), SGS and 
Bostadsbolaget (possible investors).

The reality that possible investors of student housing see investing in 
Hammarkullen as a high risky action made us rethink the purpose of our project. 
A visionary project with strategies and ideas that could change their mind or at 
least show them another way to see this project is set as a goal, instead of a 
constructive student housing building proposal with design details. Analysis on 
possibility and potential of building student housing in Hammarkullen is also added 
as an important basis for the project for the same reason.

Potential



The soil:
What makes it possible to have student housing in Hammarkullen?

We see this project as a growing process. The student 
housing project is a seed to be put into the fertile soil of 
Hammarkullen to grow and develop, ensuring a bright 
future. 

1. Convenient public transportation

 Tram lines connecting 

Hammarkullen to universities 
and the center

min to Centralstationen

min to Chalmers

min to GU

Despite the bad picture of Hammarkullen made by media, 
the statistics show that the criminal rate is much lower in 
the area compared with city centre.

56% 
lower criminal rate in Angered than in  Gothenburg city.

Source: Brottsförebyggande Rådet, 2012.

There are a number of smaller 
shops around the square in 
Hammarkullen.

min to Angered Centrum 

by tram where there are 
complementary supermarket 
and different necessary 
functions.

Nature both around and inside 
Hammarkullen and the cultural diversity 
in the area have the potential to offer 
a student housing project with unique 
qualities. When we look at different 
student housing projects around the 
world (Tietgen Dormitory in Copenhagen 
etc.) it is not the ones with cheap rent 
price but those with unique qualities that 
create huge value and interest.

2. Service

3. Security 4. Nature around and culture diversity



The seed: 
What does student housing mean to Hammarkullen?

First step towards change

We learned from our interviews that the reality in Hammarkullen is that 
different actors are waiting for someone else to do something first. The 
student housing companies wants to have more shops and services before 
they build student housing. Shop investors are waiting for students to move 
in to have a bigger customer base.

However, student housing should be the first step for a change in 
Hammarkullen followed by chain reactions which together will bring 

Hammarkullen a brighter future.

Demand and purchase power1

2 Up-to-date knowledge and passion

3 International background, eye open to a 
whole world of possibilities

4 Social network connected to the city centre

5 Longer stay = continuous influence

Student Housing Means:

View of the fruitshop on the square of Hammarkullen View of the building containing; Hammarhus home for elderly, 
Folkets' hus, Folkhögskolan i Angered, Library, Centre for Urban 

Studies

View from the square of Hammarkullen towards the tram station stop



View from the square of Hammarkullen towards the tram station stop

The plant:
What impact will student housing make on Hammarkullen?

Hammarkulletorget

Mixgården

Hammarhus äldreboende

El Sistema

Centre for urban studies

Folkhögskolan i Angered

Hammarkullens Bibliotek

Folkets Hus

Culture diversity

Hidden knowledge

NR

University Student

International multicultural 
background

Knowledge of different 
disciplines

Experience of high 
education

Global and local social 
network

Public life and local 
network

Life experience and 
knowledge from real life

Opportunities to 
practice and apply 
knowledge

The Elderly

Knowledge and 
experience

Time

Resource

Need

Interaction with 
other social 
groups

Activities

Contacts and confidence 
for continued studies

Examples in life of higher 
education

Experience of other areas

Local Youth

International multicultural 
background

Local social network

Open minds and energy

2. Connect organizations
Together with the square, student housing with shared 
spaces form a platform to collect resources, gather 
organisations and promote cooperation between them.

1. Link Three Groups
University students will come as a fresh and active actor 
which offers chances to promote interaction among 
students, local youth and the elderly. During the process 
of interaction, resources they have could be taken care 
of and made use of to satisfy needs, create source of 
value and benefit more people.

Satisfy each other's needs 
with their resources

Gather resources to create 
sources of knowledge and 
value

Source of knowledge benefit 
other people

Resource

Need



1. Formal and Informal Interviews
The starting point of our project is based on informal interviews with children and high school students 
during children participation and guide tour arranged in the first few weeks of this course. We find it 
really important to have conversation especially with local people in a casual way instead of a formal 
interview. The more they feel comfortable the more views and real feeling we can get from them. We 
talked with people living in Hammarkullen of different age, gender and occupations, and also people 
that used to live in Hammarkullen for several years. Based on these talks we built our understanding of 
the real Hammarkullen. People's voice goes thoughout the whole process of developing our project, 
from "from our first idea to the final presentation.

We also had interviews with stakeholders, possible investors and organizations related to the 
project:  SDF Angered, GFS, SGS and Bostadsbolaget. From them we got a clear picture of wishes, 
requirement and limits of the project.

2. Blog
We opened a blog to communicate with people about our 
project. It become a useful tool when we started the online 
survey. And the survey in turn attracted more people to visit our 
blog getting to know more about Hammarkullen.

Participation Activities



The online survey collected opinions 
from 30 university students from different 
countries. The result clearly shows that 
cultural diversity and nature quality would 
be very attractive factors for student to 
move to Hammarkullen.

At the Christmas market in Hammarkullen, we arranged a 
workshop to get feedback and new ideas from local people, 
about linking university student with local youth and the elderly, 
by sharing spaces and having activities together. The reflection 
was quite positive. People thought that this strategy is 
important to Hammarkullen and that it could make a difference 
benefiting both children and the youth.

That youngsters in 
Hammarkullen meets 

university students feels 
important

I believe cooperation 
especially between 

students and youth really 
could work

While studying what is more important for you? 

Experience different CULTURE 42% 

What factor would attract you to live in 
Hammarkullen?
Convenient public TRANSPORTATION 24% 
Close to NATURE 19% 

3. Survey 4. Workshop
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Our main purpose has been to link people and to create 
opportunities that can gain everybody in varied ways. 

One other thing that has been important to us is to create valuable quality not only 
for studenthousing but also for all inhabitants of the area by keeping the nature. 

Also, social sustainability has been in focus through the whole project.

The Purpose



To connect people and 
groups by sharing space 
among organizations to 
support varied activities

Located close to the square which is 
considered as the heart of Hammarkullen, 
student housing project could be combined 
with indoor and outdoor public spaces used 
and shared by students and local people.

Existing organizations can have a role of 
taking care of shared space and arranging 
for activities to connect people.

These activities and interactions could be 
seen from the square and more people 
can be influenced and involved which in 
turn make the square safe and active as life 
going on all the time.

How three groups of people and organizations are connected with activities and shared space



Night View from the square of Hammarkullen towards the the Student Housing
At nights transparent boxes and windows of common rooms are a part of the street lightning creating a feeling of security.



SITE
Tram station

Office
Shops

School

Gym

Parking

Parking

Parking

Residential building

Residential building

Residential building

Residential building

Residential building

The Project

From analysis before, we set our goal of 
connecting people and resource to create a win-
win situation for all of them through this project, at 
the same time make use of the nature to create 
unique quality and extra value for student housing.

unused buildings

leisure activity

The main path
Build a main path as the main 
public space connecting the 
square and the open space 
linked to residential buildings 
with a small square in the 
middle.



Transparent
public buildings
Put transparent boxes in the 
square and along the main path, 
which are used as indoor public 
spaces shared by organizations 
and groups. Transparency means 
that the activities going on in them 
are visible from outside and also 
that light comes out when it's 
dark outside, producing a sense 
of security.

Student housing
Student housing combined with 
transparent boxes creating more 
opportunities for students and 
locals to meet, linking their lives 
with shared space and common 
activities.

Nature
Plan the student housing with 
space between buildings 
allowing nature to come 
through between the buildings 
into the square. Develop 
the space in between the 
buildings into semi-public 
space to provide space for 
varied outdoor activities.

Green space
Allow the nature to extend 
from the hill to the square by 
developing the roofs of two 
student housing buildings into 
green parc-alike roofs and by 
placing transparent green houses 
on the square that on one hand 
take down the scale of the 
square, and also to bring sense 
of green and sustainability into the 
centre of Hammarkullen. 

Windows
Place the student housing buildings 
in different angles towards the 
square and paths. In the rooms 
facing them are common spaces 
for the student are places, with big 
windows, which not only spreads 
light but also an active atmosphere. 

Muslim woman
in fruitshop

I never move around out 
here. Not after 5pm when it 
is getting darker. Then it is 
scary. I go to the city center 
once a week instead.



N

Tram stationShops and service

62B offices and organisations

Residential building

Parking lot



Green house

Exhibitions/Interactive Learning Displays: Though several spaces between these 
can be used as casual seating areas, a number of them can also be exploited 
for demonstrating interactive exhibitions/displays as well as the most recent 
at-home urban gardening solutions.
 
Living Plant Library: An indoor space exposing different (live) species. Also, 
adjoining shelves have an offer of seedlings for the inhabitants to bring to their 
homes to plant. This “library” is a place where not only all senses are able to be 
stimulated at the same time as you gain knowledge, but also where the “books” 
do not have to be returned.
 
Knowledge Laboratory: From digital presentations on the newest urban 
agriculture methods to a space for hands-on demonstrations and food 
preparation courses, this part of the building program acts as a knowledge 
node.
 
Public Living Room: This space invites the casual visitor to pause, reflect and 
enjoy the beauty of the room. A space that can be appreciated the whole year 
round, regardless of the Swedish weather circumstances with pouring rain, 
strong winds and the rough cold several months of the year.

Student housing

Common room: living room with common 
kitchen to create rich social life. Big window 
towards the square to both inspire people 
passing by and to create a feeling of security 
also at night.

Apartments: three types of apartment (15.4, 
21.4 and 22 square meters) with handicapped 
accessible bathrooms, small kitchen and study 
space. The bigger one offers possibility to share 
between two people.

Natural teraces: Instead of balconies and 
teraces, we use the nature itself.Not to be 
forgotten, this is one of the greatest resources 
of Hammarkullen. This gives the students the 
direct tactile feeling of nature that one thrives for 
when usually going out on a balcony.

Public buildings

Communication: staircase and elevator

Public facilities: cafeteria, multifunctional 
room; conference room, study room, 
homework tutoring, organization usage, 
party room etc.





View of the square of Hammarkullen towards a greenhouse and the Student Housing
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Education is the most 
powerful weapon 
which you can use to 
change the world

Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela

As Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela said, education is the most powerful 
weapon which you can use to change the world.

Re:Source is a trial to propose a new way to deal with common 
questions as social isolation, separation and stigma by inspiring and 
connecting people with education in Hammarkullen, as a suburb area 
in Gothenburg, a typical million program area in Sweden and one of 
thousands of the mass housing areas in the world. Aware of similar 
physical environment and shared social issues in these areas, ideas in 
Hammarkullen could offer the world inspiration on different levels. 

Developed by rediscovering, collecting and sharing local resources 
and activated with knowledge from outside, the education we want 
to introduce to Hammarkullen is aimed at creating a win-win situation 
for all. A public urban resource is built for this purpose, shared 
by organizations, university students and local people of different 
generations. This resource consists of knowledge and space to share 
and develop knowledge, and green lifestyles gains from knowledge. 
Education, in this case, is understood not only a way to higher income 
but also a chance to bring in joy, confidence, social and environmental 
sustainability rising hope for life and future.

GlobaltHammarkullen City Nationellt



Hope

I want to be 
an architect!

Yes, I can!

Children Youth
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Result in detail of Online Survey
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Abstract
The assessment of the connections within, to and from Södra 

Biskopsgården has resulted in a design proposal for the tram 

stop Mildvädersgatan.

The mental image of Biskopsgården today is much affected by 

the media coverage. Södra Biskopsgården is a residential area 

with the typical characteristics of the 1950’s planning. The entries 

to Södra Biskopsgården are not corresponding to contemporary 

ideals of good urban structures. The built environment and 

physical structures affect the feeling of safety. Media have 

spread a narrow and selective image of Biskopsgården with the 

emphasis on insecurity, which have affected both people from 

outside and citizens within the area. 

The report is structured in three parts: analysis, strategy and 

vision. Based upon the previous studies, the tram stops have 

been identified as important nodes in Södra Biskopsgården, in 

terms of connections within the area. The focus of strategy and 

design phase will be on the mental aspects, and how to use 

physical structures to improve this within the area of tram stop 

Mildvädersgatan. In order to do this, the themes: meeting place, 

entrance and crossing and connection, are formulated. 

Gradually the issue of mental perception can be tackled by 

making small, but crucial, changes instead of proposing big 

interventions such as housing.
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INTRODUCTION
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Background
Södra Biskopsgården is a residential area with the typical 

characteristics of the 1950’s planning. This become apparent in 

terms of how roads and connections are planned. The entries to 

Södra Biskopsgården are not corresponding to contemporary 

ideals of good urban structures. The city district is interested 

in improving the infrastructure so that it does not create any 

barriers or a sense of disconnectivity. 

An assessment of the connections within, to and from Södra 

Biskopsgården have created the foundation of the project. 

Identified needs have been used to formulate the design 

proposal: to rebuild the tram stops of Mildvädersgatan. Issues 

of stigmatization, segregation and identity have had prominent 

roles in the analysis.

Interests
• Possibility to link surrounding areas together

• Potential to increase amount of people in the streets - 

creating a more lively area and a social arena

• Opportunity to reduce criminality through public/semi-public 

spaces

• Create a condition which avoids stigmatization. For instance; 

inviting people from other parts of the city

• Seeking for available means to break the physical and 

mental barrier concerning safety and the sense of belonging 

to Göteborg

• Increase the mobility as a means of improving social inclusion

Actors
The actors of the project are all people living or working 

in Södra Biskopsgården. Furthermore, the municipality is an 

important actor for the realisation of the proposal. 

Geographical framing
Two scales of connections are addressed in the analysis: urban 

and local. Further, the connections are divided in two types: the 

physical and the mental. The design proposal will be focusing on 

the tram stop of Mildvädersgatan. 

Aims and goals
The overall aim of the project is to improve the connections within, 

to and from Södra Biskopsgården. To achieve the overall aim, 

the focus have been on following:

• Improve the urban structure

• Link Södra Biskopsgården to surrounding areas

• Connect eastern and western parts of Södra Biskopsgården

• Connect the residential areas in Södra Biskopsgården

• Create meeting places for all citizens

• Design a tram stop that reflects and strengthens the identity 

of the area

• Create a clear entrance to the area
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PROGRAMME

“There is no final result, only a continous 
succession of phases.”

Kevin Lynch
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ANALYSIS
• Define and formulate project
• Learn about the area

STRATEGY
• Conclusions of research
• Find and identify needs

VISION
• Participation workshop
• Case studies

• Study previous plans and 
initiatives

• Meeting with Margareta 
Sjöholm at the city district 
administration

• Safety walk
• Interviews with people 

on/around tram stops 
and restaurant owners

• Online questionnaire

• Workshop on Väderlek-
storget to try our ideas 
for design proposal

PROJECT 
STRATEGY

PARTICIPATION
- HOW, WHEN, WHERE

Figure 1: Structure of the project and participation.

Project plan
The outset for the project was to follow a structure of three parts: 

analysis, strategy and vision. Different types of participatory 

methods are essential parts throughout the project, see Figure 1. 

Analysis

Plans
• Study municipal plans for the area

• Previous initiatives

• Maps of existing roads, paths, public transport etc.

Infrastructure
• Current state

• Formal/informal infrastructure (elephant paths)

Traffic, planning & movements
• Who rules? (Hierarchy)

• Study movements

Feeling of space
• Safety and lighting

Physical connections & accessibility
• Can more pedestrians be added?

• Space syntax/place syntax - Shortest distances from 

important places? 

Image & mental perceptions
• What is the image of a dangerous Biskopsgården based 

upon?

Other
• Which are the landmarks in the area? How can a new comer 

orientate herself? How do you describe how to get from point 

A to point B?

• Recognizable entrance to Biskopsgården

• Investigate the situation: connectivity, coordination, leadership

Strategy

Conclusion of analysis
• Which conclusions can be made from the analysis? 

Find and identify needs
• What is needed in terms of communication?

• Formulate proposal based on analysis

Vision

• Shared space/ mixed use/ multifunctional area

• Continuity 

• Make it more attractive to be outdoors

• Green structures - what is the function of the green? Can 

the green serve multiple purposes? Who pays for the 

maintenance of the green?

• Blue structures - using storm water to create ponds and canals

• Integrate local art (mosaics, exhibitions, colours etc)

• Stakeholders - give something back

• Improve urban structure by combining all power of the actors 

in the area

• Convenient crossings between different housing areas

• Make the streets feel safe

• Defined meeting place for all residents
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Challenges
There is a risk that we will not be taken seriously and that the 

project is just seen as a student project that will lead nowhere. 

But, the participation can make way for future work in the 

area by making people more used to, and comfortable with, 

participatory methods. It is important that we are clear with the 

fact that our project is just a student project. The project outcome 

can be used by local initiatives.

Blog
During the project, we updated our blog continuously to 

communicate our process and to give awareness about related 

initiatives and events. Connected to the blog, we also had a 

survey about connections in Södra Biskopsgården. Unfortuneatly, 

we did not manage to reach out that well with it and did not get 

any responses. In general, we had few visitors on our blog even 

though we had promoted it through posters, flyers and visit cards 

that we handed out to our interviewees. 

Visit our blog at: http://biskopconnected.blogspot.com

Participation

Why?
Participation in planning projects is important to sustainability 

and social inclusion. This is a way to increase the local 

empowerment and avoid stigmatization. Participation is also an 

opportunity to avoid a planning strategy that is not adapted to 

the local community. We can learn of what is important to both 

local inhabitants as well as the bigger city. Participation, can in 

a long time perspective, create a foundation for future initiatives 

and increase the sense of belonging in a bigger scale.

Good local knowledge can be obtained by using participatory 

methods, for example how inhabitants connect both to their 

own area, surrounding areas and the city. Participation gives 

an opportunity to exchange perspectives and knowledge, 

and thereby to share and influence ideas with each other. 

Participation will give transparency in planning and thus let 

people have more insight in the planning processes.

What?
The aim and outcome of the participation will be:

• Shared knowledge and perspectives

• Feedback on proposal and perspectives - opportunity for 

evaluation and validation

• Creating a foundation for future initiatives

• Answers to questions such as:

 - How do you define your connection to other areas? 

 - Do you feel as a part of the city? 

 - What are the barriers and boundaries? 

 - What defines Södra Biskopsgården? 

Who?
We would like to meet local actors, the municipality and a 

variety of residents such as elderly, teenagers, parents, kids, 

employed, unemployed.

Our blog and tool for communication: http://biskopconnected.wordpress.com.
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ANALYSIS

“A good environmental image gives its possessor 
an important sense of emotional security. He can 

establish an harmonious relationship beetween 
himself and the outside world.”

Kevin Lynch
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Location
Göteborg became a city in 1621, and is today the second 

largest city in Sweden with 550 000 inhabitants. Facing the 400 

year anniversary, the municipality have many plans to upgrade 

the city. Examples of the plans are: new connections over the 

river, housings, Gullbergsvass, and Södra Älvstranden. 

Göteborg is a very segregated city. There is a strong division 

between types of housing in different areas, which has created 

a geographical division of the citizens in terms of their social-

economical and ethnical origins (Egle, 2009). There is a big 

gentrification in some areas of Göteborg, as the many of the 

buildings from 1950-70’s are in need of renovations (e.g. the 

Swedish Million programme housing). That means that people in 

low income areas are pushed further away from the city as the 

rents gets raised due to expensive renovations. 

Physical context
Södra Biskopsgården is located on the island of Hisingen, north-

west of central Göteborg, see Figure 2. Södra Biskopsgården is 

part of Biskopsgården, which is the base area situated in the city 

district Västra Hisingen. 

Södra Biskopsgården

Figure 2: Biskopsgården, a base area of Göteborg.
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Mental context
The image of Biskopsgården today is much affected by the 

media coverage. Media have spread a narrow and selective 

image of Biskopsgården, which has affected both people from 

outside and citizens within the area. Shooting, burning cars and 

criminal gangs is an image that has created a mental barrier 

between Biskopsgården and other areas in Göteborg. Even so, 

the crime rates are lower in Biskopsgården compared to the 

whole of Göteborg, see Figure 3. As a counter action to the 

negative publicity, the local news have made an initiative to 

change this picture. The hash tag #mittbiskop is used in social 

medias to spread the citizens view. To read more about it, visit: 

http://www.svt.se/nyheter/regionalt/vastnytt/har-ar-mittbiskop 

(2013-11-08). 

In Figure 4 to the right is a translation of a conversation where 

a person, who is about to move to Biskopsgården, is asking 

people living in the area if the rumour of Biskopsgården is true. 

To summarize, this conversation shows that Biskopsgården is 

perceived as a low status residential area, and there is a belief 

that the dwellings have a low standard. The conversations was 

found on a web-forum, https://www.flashback.org/t327545 

(2013-11-20). 

Figure 3: Crime rates in Biskopsgården and 
Göteborg (Brottsportalen.se)

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

N
um

be
r 

of
 c

rim
es

CRIMES PER 100 000 CITIZENS, 2002-2010

Biskopsgården
Göteborg

(Brottsportalen.se)

Sex anhållna för skott i Biskopsgården
18 oktober 2013

Sex personer anhölls sent under torsdagskvällen, som misstänkta för delaktighet i eftermiddagens skottlossning på Friskväderstorget i Biskopsgården. För den skjutne 18-åringen är tillståndet allvarligt.

Nu startar kameraöver-vakningen i Biskopsgården
Publicerad 2010-11-01

Efter en lång rad anlagda bränder fattade länsstyrelsen i juni det unika beslutet att låta Bostadsbolaget sätta upp 15 övervakningskameror i norra Biskopsgården. Klockan 18 på måndagskvällen den 1 november börjar kamerorna rulla. 

Figure 4: Some of the many negative news headings of 
Biskopsgården.

“I have been offered an apartment in Biskopsgården. The 
apartment is really nice and I am thinking about moving 
in. I have a really bad impression about the area. Is there 

anyone living in the area that can tell me how the area is?”. 

“I live on the border between Biskopsgården and Lundby, but 
I spend a lot of time “up” in Biskop. I don’t think it is that 

bad at all, nothing have ever happened to me”.

“It is really horrible. Did you not see the programme of Janne 
Josefsson the other night?”

“Biskopsgården is relatively calm and few crimes are reported 
there, but the insecurity the citizens experience is still very 
high in the area. Especially when you are out alone in the 

evening, a lot of people feel unsafe”. 

“You don’t shit where you live” or what they call it... There is 
a lot of criminals there, but they don’t do so much criminal 
things there. But these people live there to a big extent, thus 

the feeling of insecurity.”
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Areas in Biskopsgården
Biskopsgården have five primary areas in total, see Figure 5. 

Except for Södra Biskopsgården there are also Norra 

Biskopsgården, Svartedalen, Jättesten, and Länsmansgården.

The areas in Biskopsgården are quite different. Jättesten, being 

a small house area, has a higher connection to Lundby Kyrkby. 

Norra Biskopsgården, Länsmansgården and Svartedalen are 

mostly million programme housing areas. In these areas, the 

average income is low compared to other parts of Göteborg. 

Figure 5: The five primary 
areas in Biskopsgården.

Södra Biskopsgården

Norra Biskopsgården

Länsmansgården

Svartedalen

Jättesten

Biskopsgården

Legend:

 buildings

 water

 green

 playgrounds

 parking lots

 contour housing

 contour industry

 contour new housing

N | Scale 1:55 000
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Morphology
Södra Biskopsgården was built in 1955-58, as a means to 

respond to the increased need of dwellings in Göteborg. Sweden 

was not as affected of war as many other European countries, 

and the Swedish economy was a big step ahead. This led to a 

vast need for work force. The number of citizens in Göteborg 

increased from 350 000 to 450 000 between 1950-70, which 

created the need for more housing. The city started to spread to 

the outskirts, and one of the new areas was Södra Biskopsgården 

(Hammarson, 1979).

Planning of 1950’s
Södra Biskopsgården is planned in the manner of a residential 

community, “grannskapsstad”, typical for the 1950’s. A 

grannskapsstad has the characteristics that it is planned as 

residential area surrounding a commercial centre. This centre 

would cover daily needs which makes the area less dependent 

on the city centre. During the 1950’s, roads and streets were 

planned with a – according to the measures of the time – very 

good standard (Edler et al, 1958). This becomes evident in 

terms of large scale infrastructure, a clear traffic separation and 

abundant surfaces of asphalt (Göteborgs Stad, 2008).

The public transport
During the 1950-60’s, the ideals were to plan for the cars 

(Hammarson, 1979). Big areas on the ground level was reserved 

for parking and streets, while tram stops in many cases was 

placed so that stairs and ramps where needed. This is visual at 

the tram stop of Vårväderstorget. Housing and tram stops where 

planned so that the walking distances would not be too far. 

Biskopsgården got the first bus line in 1956, and the tram line the 

15th of June in 1959 (Hammarson, 1979).

It had become common to put fences around the tram 

embankments, and to separate crossings for pedestrian and 

car traffic in different levels (e.g. bridges and tunnels). As a 

consequence, the lines lost contact with the street grid because 

they where built for higher speeds than before.

Figure 6: Bird view of Södra Biskopsgården in 1962 
(mitthisingen.se).

Figure 7: Tram between Frihamnen and Hjalmar 
Brantingsplatsen (Hammarson, 1979).

Figure 8: Hjalmar Brantingsgatan facing east  
(Hammarson, 1979).

Figure 9: Tram line number 5 at Eketrägatan  
(Hammarson, 1979).

Figure 10: Example of how the tram were separated 
from the ground level. This is the tram to Kortedala 
(Hammarson, 1979).
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The physical structure today
The physical structure of today is an heritage from the 

1950’s. One aspect of the post war ideals of planning is that 

Biskopsgården was built as an isolated residential island. Even 

though the district has a relatively central location in Göteborg, 

the topography and landscape creates barriers to its surrounding 

areas. The tram track and the main road, Sommarvädersgatan, 

stretch parallel in a north-south direction through the area, 

which on the one hand creates a good communication, but on 

the other one obstruct crossing in the east-west direction. Södra 

Biskopsgården is located along a valley that runs in a north-south 

direction (Göteborgs Stad, 2008). 

Another result from the 1950’s planning is the issue of the 

areas inbetween different housing areas, which nowadays has 

transformed into neglected space, see Figure 16.

Figure 11: The physical structure today is a heritage 
from the 1950’s planning.

Figure 12: Vision of the physical structure 
without any barriers.

cul de sac principle

monofunctional tram stopcar dominance

connections 
as edges

connections 
as nodes

buildings towards tram

multifunctional tram stoppedestrian dominance

Figure 13: The physical structure today, where the traffic 
separation is tracing back to past planning ideals.

Figure 14: Vision of the physical structure, where the hierarchy is 
tilted towards the pedestrians and bicycle paths.
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1. Insufficient lighting in narrow passages. 

2. No windows close to where you walk. 

3. Structures appear to be badly maintained. The feeling of the 

narrow passage is that it is quite closed.

4. Unstaffed building with a boring appearance. 

2. No wind
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Figure 15: An example of the bad visibility is the first cross 
connection you encounter when you get off the tram at tram stop 
Mildvädersgatan and walk towards Höstvädersgatan.

Figure 16: Neglected space in 
Södra Biskopsgården.
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Inventory of Södra Biskopsgården
Södra Biskopsgården is an area with 7 070 inhabitants, many in 

the ages between 25-35, see Figure 18. Södra Biskopsgården 

consist out of a residential area, situated in the north, and 

an industrial area, situated in the south. The industrial area 

is adjacent to, and defined by, the highway 155, while the 

residential area is defined by the main roads Yrvädersgatan 

and Sommarvädersgatan. The areas have different types of 

connections. The residential urban structure is focused on avoiding 

car traffic within the residential area, but it has an accessible 

tram connection, while the industrial area forms a big contrast as 

it has a structure focused on the use of the car.

Figure 19-26 on following page show photos from different 

points in Södra Biskopsgården.

Figure 17: Inventory of land 
use in Södra Biskopsgården.
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Figure 18: Age distribution in Södra Biskopsgården in 2012 
(goteborg.se/statistik).
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Figure 19: Wide streets derives from the 
1950’s planning ideals.

Figure 20: The main connection between 
the tram stop of Mildvädersgatan and the 
adjecent residential area Höstvädersgatan 
lacks in visibility.

Figure 21: The topography is Biskopsgården 
is a barrier in the east-west direction. Without 
enough lighting, this forest will not provide the 
sense of safety that is necessary.

Figure 22: Sommarvädersgatan, on the east 
border of Södra Biskopsgården, is the main 
road through Biskopsgården.  

Figure 23: Elephant paths are visible in the 
whole area. The tram stop of Mildvädersgatan 
is a clear example of what happens if a plan 
is designed primary on a map, and the shortest 
distances is not taken into account.  

Figure 24: The streets within Södra 
Biskopsgården are often wider than necessary, 
a trace from the planning ideals of 1950’s.

Figure 25: The separation between housing 
areas is very clear. This is a pedestrian path 
between Höstvädersgatan and Sommarväders-
gatan. The backsides of Höstvädersgatan (left) 
supports the mental barrier.

Figure 26: There are few opportunities to cross 
the tram tracks. The crossings are also in bad 
shape. This picture is from Mildvädersgatan. 
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Changed perceptions and behaviour
At the time when Biskopsgården was built, it was perceived as 

a modern area (Göteborgsbostäder, 1958). It offered one of 

Sweden’s biggest thermal power station, a telephone station, 

children’s gardens, day care, commercial facilities, playgrounds, 

green areas, schools, sports facilities and the doubled amount 

of garages compared to the other city districts of Göteborg. 

The proximity to the city centre was seen as a key prerequisite 

to integrate the area to the community (Göteborgsbostäder, 

1958). The proximity to the nature and the high standards of the 

buildings was the main reason for people to move to the area.

Survey of safety in Södra Biskopsgården
About 2 000 people participated in a survey about safety 

in Biskopsgården in 2004 (Smederöd, 2004). The survey was 

assessed by Ulf Malm on behalf of the Bo Bra-process in 

Biskopsgården. The results from the survey shows that joy riding 

with motor cycles, youth gangs and empty streets to bus and tram 

stops are the biggest issues. Even if Biskopsgården is a relatively 

calm area with low crime rates, the citizens still feel unsafe, 

especially in the evenings (Smederöd, 2004). 

The built environment and physical structures affect the feeling 

of safety. Other than the empty streets to the tram stops, 

visible social problems, youth gangs, drug addicts, littering and 

vandalism are factors of insecurity (Smederöd, 2004).

Figure 27: Analysis of changed perceptions and social behaviours, 
with connection to the project.
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• Create/change approach 

to maintenance

• Program undefined green 

space

CHANGED  
PERCEPTION AND 

BEHAVIOUR

The neighbourhood 
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Introduction to project 
focus: Mildvädersgatan
Based upon the previous studies, the tram stops have been 

identified as important nodes in Södra Biskopsgården, in terms 

of connections within the area. Connection refers to for example 

east-west crossing, meeting places, entrances and connections 

to other parts of Göteborg. The tram stops are of different 

character, and we have decided on focusing on the tram stop of 

Mildvädersgatan for our strategy and design. 

Anchoring in municipal plans
Following is a review of some of the relevant plans and 

programmes that deal with the development of Södra 

Biskopsgården. 

Program för Biskopsgården
In 2007, the city planning office of Göteborg together with 

authorities from the city district of Västra Hisingen developed 

a programme for Biskopsgården. The objective is to discuss 

improvements of the urban structure of the area and whether it 

could be strengthened by an additional 750 - 1000 dwellings, 

more visible crossings, denser squares and connections to the 

north and south of Biskopsgården (Göteborgs Stad, 2008). 

The strategies of the programme concerns how the post war 

character and identity of the area can be refined, and how 

that can be carried out through participation and dialogue with 

the inhabitants. Also, to create a clear vision of the superior 

urban structure and to achieve better readability, accessibility 

and safety by the means of an enhanced physical integration 

between the several urban elements (Göteborgs Stad, 2008).

The social consequences are pressed upon in the programme. 

Reduced mental barriers and an increased social exchange with 

the rest of the city could be reached by improving the physical 

connections within the areas, as well as to its surroundings 

(Göteborgs Stad, 2008). 

?

STADSBYGGNADSKONTORET I GÖTEBORG, FEBRUARI 2007

TILLÄGG AV BOSTÄDER
FÖRSTÄRKNING AV STADSSTRUKTUR

Figure 28: Front pages of the programmes.
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Figure 29: Analysis of the tram stop of Mildvädersgatan based on 

the program för Biskopsgården (material from previous participation).
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1. The green space is both regarded as an 

asset and quality of Biskopsgården, as well as 

posing an issue of insecurity.

2. The number and the use of elephant paths 

should be taken into account when improving 

the area.

3. Hundpalatset, a dog exercise yard, is a 

project initiated by residents from Södra 

Biskopsgården. Perfect example of the highest 

level of participation.

4. While standing and waiting for the tram, 

especially at night, it feels much more safe 

to stand under the street lights closer to the 

buildings, then by the bushes.

5. The fences continue all along the tram track, 

leaving the tram stops as the only possible 

crossings for pedestrians.

6. Vandalism and bad maintenance gives 

a feeling of anger, hopelessness, and to be 

forgotten/abandoned by the society.
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... improve the street lightning

 and make it more safe

... nicer tram stops 
... benches with rain 

protection

... lighting of tram stops 

Mildvädersgatan and 

Höstvädersgatan ... more natural meeting 

places outdoors

... bulletin boards at the squares with 

better and more information about 

what is going on in the district. this 

could engage more people and 

increase the pride of the area

The Strategic Plan B2020
B2020 is a strategic plan for the city district of Biskopsgården 

(Note: Biskopsgården used to be a city district). The strategic 

plan was created by the city district council, the city district 

administration and three groups of participating citizens. One of 

the conditions for the work of development was to use a bottom-

up approach in order to give the citizens possibilities to influence, 

engage and participate (Göteborgs Stad, Biskopsgården, 

2009). 

Through participation and dialogue with the residents, 59 

suggestions of improvements were formulated in the strategic 

plan B2020. We found several connected to the connections 

within the area, see Figure 30.

... new symbol for 

Biskopsgården

... signs in the two bigger 

entrances to Biskopsgården

... more opportunities to 

barbeque

... more and nicer  

playgrounds

Figure 30: Suggestions from the 
participants in the strategic plan 
B2020.
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... the tram stop feels 

good and safe.

Young woman at Önskevädersgatan

... the tram stop is okay, but 

it is very untidy with a lot of 

cigarettes on the ground.

Middle-aged man at Önskevädersgatan

... it is difficult to prevent vandalism at the tram stop.

... I would like it to be more safe.

... I live in the middle between the tram stops of 

Önskevädersgatan and Friskväderstorget. I usually 

take the tram from Önskevädersgatan, but at night I 

take it from Friskväderstorget because it feels safer. 

Friskväderstorget have buildings nearby and feels 

more lightened. 

... it is very messy at Önskevädersgatan.

Older woman at Önskevädersgatan

Participation
An important part of this project is the participation explained 

in Figure 1 (p. 8). Participation is the opportunity to learn about 

the area, its qualities and needs. As there has been previous 

participation done by the municipality, it has been important to 

take this into account in the research. What would the point be 

if nobody used the work that has been carried out? In addition, 

we have also been interviewing people at Mildvädersgatan and 

Önskevädersgatan, we have attended a safety walk, and hosted 

a workshop. The results from the participation is presented in 

following pages.

Interviews at tram stops
To get an introduction to peoples thoughts about the tram stops, 

we made some short interviews with people that was waiting for 

the tram. They are summarized in following illustrations.

...have lived in Södra Biskop for 42 years.

...know everyone in the area.

...feel comfortable and like the neighbourhood.

...the authorities should be more active when it comes to 

preventing crime, and they should be better at communicating 

with people in the area, especially with the youth.

...the different areas of Biskopsgården are like territories of 

some of the youth, and there is tension when they interfere in 

each others areas.

...otherwise calm and safe to move about.

...it is important that the youth have good role models.

The man with the dog at Hundpalatset by Värmebacken

Middle-aged woman 

waiting at the tram stop 

Mildvädersgatan

...have lived in Södra Biskop since this May. Before in 

tenant owned flat in Lundby Kyrkby.

...knew about the area since I have friends living here as 

well.

...grew up in Angered.

...feel safe when I walks about in the area, both daytime 

and at night.

...segregation is a social and mental question.

...people should be helped to get integrated into society, 

to learn Swedish, get an education, get employed. Find 

other means of sustentation than income support.
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Two middle-aged woman discussing tram stop of Mildvädersgatan at the safety walk.

... I want colour to mirror the environment

... when I wait for the tram, I usually stand in the 

light on the other side of the street because the 

bushes makes it dark and scary.

... there should be music playing at the tram stop!

... the tram stop is dull.

... there should be only roof and benches as in 

Kungssten, to get rid of the vandalism.

... the tram is a barrier.

Trygghetsvandring / Safety walk
On November 13th, we joined a safety walk in Södra 

Biskopsgården. It was organized by the city district administration 

and housing companies. Safety walks are carried out every three 

years as a means to gain knowledge of improvements needed 

for development in the area. Residents and local actors are 

invited to join the walk, and give reflections about the area. We 

took the chance to stop at the tram stop of Mildvädersgatan to 

ask the participants in the safety walk of how they felt about it. 
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Workshop
On November the 28th we arranged a workshop at 

Väderlekstorget in collaboration with the group working with 

Vårväderstorget. The main purpose was to get an opportunity 

to try our proposal ideas on residents in the area. We structured 

the workshop around three themes, where our group focused 

on the tram stop Mildvädersgatan as seen as: an entrance; 

a meeting place; surrounded by movements. We had also 

prepared a starting station where the participants could mark 

their favourite place in Södra Biskopsgården with a sticker when 

they arrived.

One thing to keep in mind when taking on the task of arranging 

a workshop is that you cannot expect it to turn out as planned. 

Our workshop was not an exception. We had planned and 

revised all details carefully and cleared what material we 

needed and what to buy. The main issue during our preparations 

was the fact that the venue we had decided on having the 

workshop in, did not have any electricity. We were standing with 

several more or less primitive alternatives as how to solve the 

lack of lighting, when we on the morning of the workshop day 

were offered another place to be at. It turned out to be much 

smaller than the first place which made us a bit concerned about 

being crowded, in case a lot of people would show up.

Participants
Many people had shown interest in the workshop when handing 

out flyers, but eventually only three of these people showed 

up: a shop owner at Vårväderstorget and our two contacts at 

Göteborgslokaler. These three people were mainly interested 

in the development of Vårväderstorget, which is the project 

site for another of the students projects of whom we did the 

workshop together with. Additional five people were collected 

from surroundings during the workshop: one student that had 

been living in Väderlekstorget for 15 years, the chairman of the 

tenants association of Väderlekstorget, a woman working as an 

engineer at Lindholmen, a mother with two young kids, and a 

male youth. 

... design of the outdoor 

environments could never solve the 

social issues

... the area needs defined outdoor 

meeting places and well maintained 

playgrounds

... Mildvädersgatan is 

the safest tram stop to 

get off at
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the design of the outdoor environment. Though, other voices 

claimed Mildvädersgatan to be the safest place to get off the 

tram at and that there is no feeling of insecurity walking up 

Värmebacken.

Yet another person had a wish for defined meeting places and 

nodes in Södra Biskopsgården, and very much approved of our 

proposal. That conversation also confirmed many of the thought 

we had about what is needed and that simple measures and the 

addition of basic structures would mean a great deal for the 

residents. That also strengthened our belief that our work can be 

a foundation for future plans. For instance, it can be a tool for 

residents to discuss their ideas.

Even though the workshop turned out completely different than 

expected, we got new insights and information from the residents 

that we did not know before. Change of plans is the nature of 

workshops, and good spirits and improvisation showed to be the 

best tools as to make it a good and worthwhile event.

Figure 32: Discussion at the table of favourite places in Södra 
Biskopsgården.

Figure 33: Discussion of entrances.

Figure 31: The perceptions of meeting place and 
entrance from workshop participants.

ENTRANCE

• Living room
• People
• Mixed functions for all 

people and ages
• Where generations meet
• Peaceful space
• Light

• Open
• Welcoming
• Clear
• Light

MEETING PLACE

Everything set for the workshop: maps hanging on the walls, 

sandwiches prepared and coffee ready in the big thermos; 

a quarter past the announced starting time and still, no one 

had arrived except for our contacts at Göteborgslokaler. We 

soon realised that we just had to drop the plan and go for 

improvisation. Some of us set out on a mission to find more 

participants. That worked out quite well and we managed to get 

a stream of seven residents of diverse backgrounds to come and 

talk by our stations.

So, instead of following our original time table and structure 

for the different stations, we used the themes as outsets for 

more open conversations. We do not see the reorganisation as 

something negative, rather a thing that helped to reach a more 

relaxed and comfortable atmosphere to the workshop. The new 

structure got more of a drop in character since the participants 

had not had the possibility to prepare and commit two hours for 

the event.

Reflections to the original “My favourite place”
At this station we kept the initial question of “Where is 

your favourite place?” as to break the ice and start off a 

conversation. We received quite scattered showers of response 

when touching upon the matter of developing Mildvädersgatans 

tram stop as a meeting place and highlighting it as a cross 

connection.

One of the first reactions was that it would do no good to put 

an effort in design the area. We also learnt that the hill by the 

tram stop called Värmebacken, to some went under the nickname 

“Rape hill” (Våldtäktsbacken), which quite clearly stated what 

feeling some had about that place. There had been benches 

by the trees before but they had only attracted youth gangs, 

which made it uncomfortable for others passing by. As a solution 

the benches were taken away. The person, who told us this, 

also pressed on the social problems as something that we as 

architects and urban planners do not have the means and power 

to solve. According to that person, what causes the unrest among 

some groups in the area is too complex and not connected to 
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Our conclusions from the 
analysis
Biskopsgården is struggeling with a bad mental image that, in 

many aspects, is not connected with the reality. For example, the 

crime rates are lower compared to the whole of Göteborg. As 

was said by the participants on the workshop, people are happy 

and feel safe in the area. Though, most people can agree on 

that there are some needs for improvements. 

Chosen project site
We have identified the tram stop of Mildvädersgatan as an 

important node in terms of connections. It has a central location 

in Södra Biskopsgården, with good accessibility by tram. 

Mildvädersgatan is also on the edge of three residential areas 

that creates a good opportunity for social interaction. 

Regarding the geographical framing of the project (see p. 6), 

there are two scales of connections that have been analysed: 

the urban and the local. Working with the strategy and vision, 

however, the urban scale is mostly touched upon in a mental 

context. 

Improving mental perception by physical 
changes
The main focus will be on the mental aspects, and how to use 

physical structures to define Mildvädersgatan as a meeting 

place and node for all ages. It was also a wish that came up 

during our workshop, to have more defined meeting places and 

nodes. We learnt from the workshop that Värmebacken is called 

“våldtäcksbacken” (the rape hill), and that youth gangs used to 

hang out here and therefore all benches were taken away. There 

was one belief amongst the participants of the workshop that 

physical improvement cannot erase the mental perception. When 

the problems are based on social issues, it becomes a complex 

issue that demands complex measures. A project as ours will not 

solve the issues, but we see it as a step in the development.

The visibility in the cross connection on Höstvädersgatan is 

bad. The aspects stated in Figure 15 adds to the feeling of 

an undefined path. The status of the cross connection could be 

strengthened by improving lighting and maintenance of surface 

material, and by adding a structure that continues along the 

path.

Key aspects based on analysis 
We have formulated three themes based on the analysis, that 

are the key aspects we will use to formulate our strategy. These 

themes are Mildvädersgatan as: a meeting place, an entrance, 

and a crossing and connection.

Figure 34: Our perception of Mildvädersgatan as a meeting 
place for residents from surrounding residential areas.
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STRATEGY

“The observer himself should play an active role in 
perceiving the world and have a creative part in 
developing his image. He should have the power 

to change that image to fit changing needs. ”

Kevin Lynch
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Mildvädersgatan Sommarvädersgatan

Väderlekstorget

Formulating a strategy
Our interpretation is that there is a need of mirroring the positive 

aspects in the area, as a counter weight to the present mental 

image. 

Mildvädersgatan is a meeting place. People from surrounding 

residential areas can meet while waiting for the tram. The dog-

owners can interact in the dog exercise area next to the tram 

stop. The meeting place can be further developed with functions 

and activities that invites all age groups. 

Mildvädersgatan is an entrance for people arriving by tram. By 

putting an effort in the design of the area by the tram stop, we 

believe that it is possible not only to help creating a good first 

physical impression, but that it also strengthen the mental picture.

Mildvädersgatan is a crossing and connection node, both for 

people moving from east to west, and for people using the tram. 

The tram tracks and the topography are barriers. Especially the 

east-west connection is lacking in terms of continuity, clarity and 

accessibility, which we aim to improve. 

Figure 35: Illustration of the topography 
and tram tracks as barriers.

Mildvädersgatan

Figure 36: East to west cross section of 
Mildvädersgatan and its surroundings.

A physical/mental approach
The approach is to improve the mental perceptions by small 

physical changes. We also believe in physical connections as a 

means to improve the mental connections. How our formulated 

themes connect to physical and mental aspects, as well as our 

vision, is presented in table on following page. 

Focus areas
We have chosen four focus areas that we consider important 

when working with the themes. The focus areas are: green & 

landscape, lighting, urban furniture & elements, and urban 

activity & function, see Figure 37.
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Themes: what & why?

PHYSICAL ASPECTS MENTAL ASPECTS CONCLUSIONS

MEETING PLACE A place that is familiar 
to the public is often 
created in connection to 
some sort of function, 
e.g. a set of benches 
or a fountain (Lynch, 
1960).

A structure to relate 
to pose as an ease of 
orientation in an area. 
The meeting place 
creates a common place 
for the inhabitants to 
feel connected to (Lynch, 
1960).

It is important with a 
clear structure in order 
to create a common 
meeting place. This 
contributes to a sense of 
belonging and an area 
that is connected. 

ENTRANCE A structure that 
welcomes visitors and 
offers further guidance, 
e.g. signs (Lynch, 1960).

A good first impression 
of an area that 
struggles with a stigma 
could generate new 
positive perceptions.

The structure gives a 
first presentation of the 
area and reflects its 
identity.

CROSSING &  
CONNECTION

Carefully designed 
lighting and a continuous 
structure are important 
factors in order to 
create clear connections.

Clear connections ease 
the readability of the 
area and gives the 
individual an overview 
of possible movements. 
Furthermore, lighting, 
visibility and readability 
contribute to a sense of 
belonging.

The sense of belonging 
effects how the 
individual identifies with 
an area, and also how 
likely the person is to 
remain in the area.

opacity 50%
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Focus: how?

MEETING PLACE ENTRANCE CROSSING & 

CONNECTION

MEETING PLACE ENTRANCE CROSSING & 

CONNECTION

MEETING PLACE ENTRANCE CROSSING & 

CONNECTION

MEETING PLACE ENTRANCE CROSSING & 

CONNECTION

FOCUS GREEN & LANDSCAPE LIGHTING URBAN FURNITURE & ELEMENTS URBAN ACTIVITY & FUNCTION

PHYSICAL Programmed 
green

Urban farming

Flower bed Programmed 
landscape

Path hierarchy

Ramps & stairs

Different types 
of lights, and 
on different 
levels

Highlight 
entrance

Continuous 
(designed) 
structures

Sufficient light

Climate shelters

Seating

Communication 
platform

Landmark

Frame / portal

Bicycle racks

Signs

Possibility to 
move, e.g. 
accessibility

Play ground

Urban farming

BBQ

Sports

Signs

Multifunctional 
tram stop

Tram stop

Paths

Trash bins

Urban service

Tram signals

MENTAL Visibility

Safety

Social  
exchange &  
interaction

Community

Recreation

Invitation

First impression 
on arrival

Maintained 
area

Welcoming

Clear direction
& hierarchy

Orientation

Permeability

Continuity

Visibility

Safety

Comfort

Awareness of 
space

Invitation

First impression 
on arrival

Welcoming

Clarity

Safety 

Continuity

Orientation

Unity

Identity

Safety

Visibility

Social  
exchange & 
interaction

Communication

Comfort

Knowledge

Community

First impression 
on arrival

Orientation

Identity

Permeability

Clarity

Social  
exchange & 
interaction

Community

Knowledge
 
Recreation

Orientation Connectivity

Accessibility

Destination

Safety

Figure 37: Table showing how the focus areas; green & landscape, light-
ing, urban furniture & elements, and urban activity & function; relates to 
the four themes and the physical and mental aspects.
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VISION

“Every citizen has had long associations with 
some part of his city, and his image is soaked in 

memories and meanings .”

Kevin Lynch
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Designing the strategy
The aim of the project has primarily been to develop a 

strategy for left over space in urban settings. In this project, 

the strategy has been tested with a focus on the tram stop of 

Mildvädersgatan, see Figure 39. Our strategy is not limited to 

one design, but is a framework that show the wide possibilities. 

Therefore, our design proposal will consist of a few examples 

that illustrates our themes and focuses.

Theme focus
As presented in Figure 37, we have proposed some examples 

of physical changes that responds to our themes, and how they 

can affect the mental perceptions. These examples of physical 

changes are illustrated with graphics, see Figure 38.

The four focus areas: green & landscape, lighting, urban furniture 

& elements, and urban activity & function, have been visualised 

by photo collages, see Figures 40 to 43.

Figure 38: Graphics illustrating design focus.

Figure 39: Plan view of tram 
stop Mildvädersgatan.

Playground

CROSSING

ENTRANCE

CONNECTIONS

MEETING PLACE

Urban farming Sports Signs Service Entrance Bicycle racks Climate shelter Lighting Seating Flower bed Programmed 
green

Connection

Zoning plan

Legend:

 Connections

 Urban farming

 Playground

 Buildings

 New lighting

 Current lighting

 Current dog  

 exercise yard

 Area

Future development:

 New housing

 New commercial

 
N | Scale 1:1500
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Figure 40: Lighting creates a meeting place and continuous structure.

Before

Shady and abandoned space that contributes to feeling of 

insecurity during dark hours. 
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Figure 41: An activity by a connection node attracts people.

Before

Undefined crossing on a edge, creating a barrier rather than a 

connection.



36

Figure 42: Urban furniture creates structures for a meeting place.

Before

Undefined space that does not invite to meetings or activities.
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Figure 43: Programmed green defines entrance and connection.

Before

Undefined green creates a void.
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Figure 44: Current situation and illustration of 
possible mental perception
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Implementation
In projects that involves public participation, as ours, it is 

important to think of the implementation of the proposals. 

Especially since participation and public dialogue is something 

that is going to continue in the future, the people that put 

energy and effort in participation needs to know that it is worth 

something. This is the key of empowerment, which is important for 

a social sustainable development. 

Our general perception of participation and implementation is 

that if we could engage people to participate in the realisation 

of their ideas, it is more likely that vandalism can be avoided 

(vandalism was one thing that our interviewees were afraid of). 

Instead, people might feel pride that they have contributed to 

their area. Therefore, we would like to see that for example 

children and youths could be involved in the process to improve 

connections. Figure 45: This table show examples of implementation of proposed 
actions. The table can also be used for back-tracking visions.

FOCUS DESIGN BASIC CARE IMPLEMENTATION ACTOR USER FINANCE

GREEN &  
LANDSCAPE

Define paths and space 
with green structures, e.g. 
using small hedges instead 
of fences along the tram 
track.

Add flower beds in order 
to give a feeling of a 
space that is cared for and 
maintained.

Maintenance of paths.

Clear out brushwoods.

Maintain flower beds and 
hedges.

Possibility to involve 
residents and housing 
companies to arrange a 
day each year when the 
area is taken care of.

Another alternative is that 
the municipality do the 
changes. 

Municiaplity, the 
department of “Park och 
natur”.

Everyone that is passing 
by. 

We see following as 
possible investors:
• The municipality
• Housing companies
• Tenants associations
• Local farmers 

association
• Stadsjord

LIGHTING

Add various lighting on 
many levels.

Observe that the lights are 
functioning.

Municipality. Municipality, the 
department of “Trygg, 
vacker stad” or the traffic 
planning office.

URBAN FURNITURE  
& ELEMENTS

Add elements, such as: 
seating, public boards, 
bicycle racks, landmark.

Maintenance, e.g. remove 
trash and vandalism.

Possibility to involve 
children and youth, for 
example to build furniture 
or to draw pictures to put 
up on public boards. 

Municipality.

Municipality, the 
department of “Trygg, 
vacker stad”.

URBAN ACTIVITY  
& FUNCTION

Playground, sports, BBQ. Maintenance, e.g. remove 
trash and vandalism.

Possibility to involve 
residents and housing 
companies to arrange a 
day each year when the 
area is taken care of. 

Municipality.

Municipality, the 
department of “Trygg, 
vacker stad”.
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Conclusions and 
reflection
We have been dealing with the abstract term ´connections´ 

a lot. It can be perceived as a mental or physical aspect. It 

was hard to find a focus to approach connections within Södra 

Biskopsgården, and therefore, the start-up phase took much more 

time than we had expected. Fortunately, the morphology gave 

us a grip to define the connections and its relations to the initial 

idea of building Biskopsgården as an island in 1950’s. From that 

moment, we started to see the mental aspect as a consequence 

of the physical structure.

Along our journey through Södra Biskopsgården, we realized 

there are no big visible problems to address except for small 

neglected matters. Reading the previous participation reports 

and talking with people at the tram stop led us to the conclusion 

that most of the raised issues are both physical and mental. 

The physical structure is strongly affecting the mental image of 

the area. The next step was to find a way to tackle the mental 

aspects such as safety and stigmatization.

Eventually, we defined two plans; one where the focus is 

to present a development framework for left over and ‘in-

between’ space of 1950’s planning, and one with the focus 

on specific strategies and implementation for the tram 

stop of Mildvädersgatan. We have studied the tram stop 

Mildvädersgatan and its surroundings as a meeting place, 

entrance and crossing & connection. Gradually, we came to the 

conclusion that we had to tackle the issue of mental perception 

by making small but crucial changes, instead of proposing 

big interventions such as housing. However, the question of 

densification is crucial in a longer perspective. At this point, we 

see that our area is viable in terms of densification. 

Backtracking
We believe that the strategy that we have formulated, through 

dialogue with residents, is important to start a process that can 

give results in the longer run. The strategy itself is not enough 

to achieve all wishes nor to solve the problems that exist. 

Connections, the way we see it, is too complex to be solved only 

by our project. We see Mildvädersgatan as a relevant place to 

implement our strategy. The examples of physical structures that 

we propose are well connected to identified needs.

Future development
The area have a potential to be densified in the future, which 

will further increase the tram stop of Mildvädersgatan as a 

meeting place, entrance, crossing and connection. This, however, is 

something that we have chosen to not work with in this project.

Figure 46: Possible future 
development.
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Case studies
Following pages show case studies of projects that relate to each 

of our themes.

Theme: Green & landscape

1. Urban farming in Kramfors. Picture source: http://

kramforsbladet.se/2012/06/26/stadsodling-smyckar-torget/.

2. Värdens park in Backa. http://poseidon.goteborg.se/sv/

VardensPark/

3. Brända tomten, Brunnsparken in Göteborg. Picture source: 

http://www.expressen.se/gt/kultur/branda-tomten-hittar-sin-

plats/

4. The Caetshage urban farm in Netherlands. Picture source: 

http://www.urbangreenbluegrids.com/projects/caetshage-

urban-farm-eva-lanxmeer-culemborg-the-netherlands/

1

2

3 4
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Theme: Lighting

1. Hyllie square in Malmö. Light design by Niklas Ödmann on Black 

Ljusdesign. Picture source: http://www.stockholmlighting.se/referenser/

exterior/stjarnhimmel-hyllie-torg.

2. Broken Light in Rotterdam. Light design by Rudolf Teunissen, 

Daglicht en vorm. Picture source: http://www.mondoarc.com/projects/

Architectural/828912/broken_light_rotterdam_netherlands.html.

3. Visättra outside Stockholm. Light design by Annell. Picture source: http://

www.annell.se/projekt/691/huddinge-satsar-pa-utemiljon/.

1

2 3
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Theme: Urban furniture & elements

1. New Road in Brighton UK. Streetscape design project by Gehl Architects. 

Picture source: http://gehlcitiesforpeople.dk/tag/helle-s%C3%B8holt/.

2. Homme de Fer Station in Strasbourg. Picture source: http://www.

thetransportpolitic.com/2010/11/29/envied-the-world-over-strasbourgs-

tram-expands-again/.

3. Teleskopgatan in Bergsjön. Picture source: http://www.utvecklingnordost.

se/stadsmiljo/nu-r-platsen-vid-teleskopgatan-invigd.html.

4. Superkilen park in Denmark. Design: BIG, Topotek1 and Superflex. Picture 

source: http://www.dezeen.com/2012/10/24/superkilen-park-by-big-

topotek1-and-superflex/.

1

2

3

4
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Theme: Urban activity & functions

1. Tram stop in Alicante. Design by Andrés Silanes, Fernando Valderrama 

& Carlos Bañon, SUBARQUITECTURA. Picture source: http://www.archdaily.

com/1809/.

2. Superkilen park in Denmark. Design: BIG, Topotek1 and Superflex. Picture 

source: http://www.dezeen.com/2012/10/24/superkilen-park-by-big-

topotek1-and-superflex/.

1

2



48

Demographics
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AGE DISTRIBUTION IN SÖDRA BISKOPSGÅRDEN, 2012    Born in   Born  Total
   Sweden  abroad  
Swedish citizen  3 927  1 836  5 763 
Foreign citizen  123  1 184  1 307
Total   4 050  3 020   7 070

CITIZENSHIP AND BIRTH COUNTRIES 
IN SÖDRA BISKOPSGÅRDEN 2012
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ETHNICAL ORIGIN IN SÖDRA BISKOPSGÅRDEN 2012
Percentage of 10 most common birth countries in Göteborg

Country  Amount  % % in Göteborg 
Irak   154  2,2  2,2
Iran   243  3,4  2,2
Finland   139  2,0  1,3
Bosnia-Hercegovina 210  3,0  1,3
Jugoslavia  227  3,2  1,2
Somalia  95  1,3  1,0
Turkey   391  5,5  0,8
China   60  0,8  0,5
Norway  40  0,6  0,5
Other countries 1311  18,5  10,9
Total   3020  42,7  23,1 100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1 000

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

NET MIGRATION IN VÄSTRA HISINGEN 2012



49

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

Where people living in
Biskopsgården work

Where people working in
Biskopsgården live

WHERE PEOPLE WORK 2005
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Scenarion

Före
Odefinierad korsning i en 
brytpunkt, utgör en barriär 
snarare än en koppling.

Före
Odefinierat grönområde 
skapar tomrum.

Före
Skuggig och övergiven yta 
som bidrar en otrygg känsla 
under dygnets mörkare 
timmar.

2040

Före
En odefinierad yta 
som inte bjuder 
in till möten eller 
aktiviteter.

Påverkan
En möjlighet är att involvera 
boende i området att 
bestämma vad som skall finnas 
på mötesplatsen, t.ex. genom 
att bygga sittmöbler.

Förändring av uppfattningar:
- Socialt utbyte
- Närvaro
- Inbjudan att stanna
- Tillhörighetskänsla
- Gemenskap

Påverkan
En möjlighet att bjuda in 
boende och fastighetsägare 
att arrangera gemensamma 
arbetsdagar.

Förändring av uppfattningar:
- Socialt utbyte
- Närvaro
- Inbjudan att stanna
- Tillhörighetskänsla
- Gemenskap
- Ägandeskap

Påverkan
En möjlighet att 
bjuda in boende 
och fastighetsägare 
att arrangera 
gemensamma 
arbetsdagar för 
skötsel av området.

Förändring av uppfattningar:
- Definierad koppling
- Tillhörighetskänsla
- Vägledande strukturer 

Förändring av uppfattningar:
- Definierad koppling
- Trygghet och säkerhet
- Vägledande strukturer

... på kvällen står jag helst i 
ljuset på andra sidan gatan 
när jag väntar på vagnen, 
jag känner mig tryggare 
då

Kvinna som deltog i 
Trygghetsvandringen, 13/11.

Ett förslag från en boende, ur 
Program för Biskopsgården.

... fler naturliga 
mötesplatser 
utomhus

... området behöver fler 
definierade mötesplatser 
och lekplatser som 
underhålls

Kvinna som deltog i vår 
workshop den 28/11.

... skyltar vid infarter 
till Biskopsgården

Ett förslag från en boende, ur 
Program för Biskopsgården.

... bättre 
belysning vid 
Mildvädersgatans 
hållplats

Ett förslag från en boende, ur 
Program för Biskopsgården.

Zonindelning

Legend:

 Sammankopplingar

 Odling

 Lekplats

 Bef. byggnader

 Ny belysning

 Bef. belysning

 Hundpalatset

 Område

Framtida utveckling:

 Nya bostäder

 Ny verksamhet
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2. Aktivitet vid en sammankoppling attraherar människor. 

1. Planerat grönområde som skapar tydlig entré och koppling.

4. Belysning som skapar mötesplats och kontinuerlig struktur.

3. Stadsmöbler skapar strukturer för en mötesplats.

FYSISKA ASPEKTER MENTALA ASPEKTER SLUTSATSER

MÖTESPLATS En plats som 
allmänheten känner till, 
som oftast bildas kring 
någon form av funktion, 
t.ex. en samling bänkar 
eller en fontän. 

Underlättar för 
orienteringen i ett 
område med en struktur 
att förhålla sig till. 
Mötesplatsen skapar 
en gemensam plats 
för invånare att känna 
tillhörighet till.

För att skapa en 
gemensam samlingsplats 
för grannskapet, är det 
viktigt med en tydlig 
struktur. Denna bidrar 
i sin tur till en känsla 
av tillhörighet och ett 
sammanhållet område. 

ENTRÉ Struktur som välkomnar 
besökare och som 
kan ge en fortsatt 
vägledning, t.ex. 
skyltar. 

Ett gott första intryck 
av ett område, som 
utifrån sett tampas 
med ett stigma, kan 
skapa nya positiva 
uppfattningar.

Strukturen ger en första 
presentation av området 
och speglar dess 
identitet. Att arbeta 
med utformningen av en 
entré skapar möjlighet 
att omvända eventuella 
fördomar om ett 
område. 

KORSNING &  
SAMMANKOPPLING

För att skapa tydliga 
sammankopplingar 
är noggrant utformad 
ljussättning och 
kontinuerliga strukturer 
viktiga faktorer. 

Tydliga 
sammankopplingar 
underlättar ett 
områdes läsbarhet 
och ger individen en 
översikt över möjliga 
rörelsevägar. Vidare 
bidrar belysning, sikt 
och läsbarhet till en 
trygghetskänsla. 

Trygghetskänslan 
påverkar hur en individ 
identifierar sig med 
ett område samt hur 
benägen personen är 
att stanna kvar.

opacity 50%

Vi tror att strategin vi har tagit fram, 
genom dialog med boende, är viktig för 
att starta en process som kan ge resultat 
på sikt. Strategin är inte tillräcklig för att 
tillgodose alla önskningar eller att lösa 
befintliga problem. Sammankopplingar, 
så som vi ser dem, är för komplext för att 
behandlas enbart av vårt projekt. Vi ser 
Mildvädersgatan som en rimlig plats för 
att implementera vår strategi. De exempel 
på fysiska strukturer som föreslagits 
stämmer väl överens med de behov vi har 
identifierat.

Chalmers Arkitektur – Masterprogram Design for Sustainable Development 2013/2014
Planning and Design for Social Inclusion, http://suburbsdesign.wordpress.com/

Anna Risell, Bas van der Beek, Marie Larsson & Melina Forooraghi, “Ett sammankopplat Södra Biskopsgården”, http://biskopconnected.wordpress.com/

Försummat område

Legend:

 Huvudväg

 Gång- och cykelväg

 Försummat område

 Baksidor

 Parkering

 Byggnader
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Området har en potential att i framtiden 
förtätas (se översiktskartan ovan), 
vilket ytterligare kommer att gynna 
Mildvädersgatan som mötesplats, entré och 
sammankoppling. Detta är dock inget som 
behandlas i projektet.

Strategi Verktyg Återkoppling och framtida möjligheter
För genomförandet av strategin 
har fyra verktyg tagits fram.

Sammankopplingar 
i noder

Hållplats som 
mötesplats

Entré till ett område

Den fysiska strukturen imorgonDen fysiska strukturen idag

Få funktioner på 
hållplatsen

Odefinierat 
område

Sammankopplingar 
i brytpunkt

Med sin centrala placering mellan tre 
bostadsområden har området kring 
Mildvädersgatans hållplats en stor potential 
att utvecklas som en gemensam mötesplats. 
Platsen utgör även entré för de som reser 
med spårvagn, samt en sammankoppling 
för de som rör sig till fots inom området.

En strategi har utformats för att stärka 
Mildvädersgatan som mötesplats, entré  
och sammankoppling.

Undersökning av området

Ett sammankopplat Södra Biskopsgården
Om att förändra mentala uppfattningar genom fysiska förändringar

Mildvädersgatan omges av 
bostadsområdenas baksidor, vilket skapar 
ett utrymme som upplevs som försummat.

Förändrade uppfattningar  
och sociala mönster

1

2

3

4

Fysiska strukturer

Genvägar är ett resultat av 
planering som inte tagit hänsyn 
till användarens rörelsemönster.

Mildvädersgatans hållplats är 
en av få möjliga platser att 
korsa spårvägen. 

En mörk och trång passage vid 
Höstvädersgatan. Den fysiska 
strukturen visar inga spår av 
passagens viktiga roll som 
främsta sammankoppling till 
Mildvädersgatan från öster.

Tydlig separation mellan 
bostadsområden där 
baksidorna av husen skapar 
områden med odefinierad 
funktion.

3 4

1 2

1950-TALET NUTID

GRÖNOMRÅDE
Natur inom 
bostadområden har 
fått en förändrad 
betydelse. Idag kan 
naturen upplevas 
som ett otryggt 
hinder.

SOCIAL  
FÖRÄNDRING

1950-talets 
grannskapsidé 
kan inte tävla med 
dagens samhälle 
och sociala mönster. 

“Ö-KONCEPTET”
1950-talets 
planering var 
att skapa ett 
självständigt 
område, men med 
kommunikationer 
till staden. Det är 
en bidragande 
faktor till dagens 
segregation.

! !

! !

!!

Vision om mental uppfattning.

Nuvarande situation.

Detta studentprojekt handlar om fysiska och 
mentala sammankopplingar till, från samt 
inom Södra Biskopsgården. 

I projektet utvecklas en strategi för 
att omvandla de odefinierade ytor; 
mellanrummen i exploaterade områden; 
som uppstått till följd av 1950-talets 
planering. Strategin ger dessa ytor en 
funktion genom framtagna verktyg. 

Projektbeskrivning
Målet är att utveckla en idag redan central 
plats, med avseende på såväl dess funktion 
som entré, mötesplats och sammankoppling. 
Vidare är målet att se hur dessa aspekter 
påverkar bilden av Södra Biskopsgården, 
och i ett större perspektiv de befintliga 
sociala utmaningarna.

Mål
En viktig del av projektet har varit att 
samarbeta med boende och verkande i 
området. Deltagandeprocesser är viktiga 
för att, som utifrån sett, få förståelse för 
området, dess kvaliteter samt behov. Det är 
även en viktig del för de boende att känna 
att de har makt att påverka, och att deras 
röst hörs.

Deltagande och inflytande

Bas Melina Anna Marie
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Scenarion

Före
Odefinierad korsning i en 
brytpunkt, utgör en barriär 
snarare än en koppling.

Före
Odefinierat grönområde 
skapar tomrum.

Före
Skuggig och övergiven yta 
som bidrar en otrygg känsla 
under dygnets mörkare 
timmar.

2040

Före
En odefinierad yta 
som inte bjuder 
in till möten eller 
aktiviteter.

Påverkan
En möjlighet är att involvera 
boende i området att 
bestämma vad som skall finnas 
på mötesplatsen, t.ex. genom 
att bygga sittmöbler.

Förändring av uppfattningar:
- Socialt utbyte
- Närvaro
- Inbjudan att stanna
- Tillhörighetskänsla
- Gemenskap

Påverkan
En möjlighet att bjuda in 
boende och fastighetsägare 
att arrangera gemensamma 
arbetsdagar.

Förändring av uppfattningar:
- Socialt utbyte
- Närvaro
- Inbjudan att stanna
- Tillhörighetskänsla
- Gemenskap
- Ägandeskap

Påverkan
En möjlighet att 
bjuda in boende 
och fastighetsägare 
att arrangera 
gemensamma 
arbetsdagar för 
skötsel av området.

Förändring av uppfattningar:
- Definierad koppling
- Tillhörighetskänsla
- Vägledande strukturer 

Förändring av uppfattningar:
- Definierad koppling
- Trygghet och säkerhet
- Vägledande strukturer

... på kvällen står jag helst i 
ljuset på andra sidan gatan 
när jag väntar på vagnen, 
jag känner mig tryggare 
då

Kvinna som deltog i 
Trygghetsvandringen, 13/11.

Ett förslag från en boende, ur 
Program för Biskopsgården.

... fler naturliga 
mötesplatser 
utomhus

... området behöver fler 
definierade mötesplatser 
och lekplatser som 
underhålls

Kvinna som deltog i vår 
workshop den 28/11.

... skyltar vid infarter 
till Biskopsgården

Ett förslag från en boende, ur 
Program för Biskopsgården.

... bättre 
belysning vid 
Mildvädersgatans 
hållplats

Ett förslag från en boende, ur 
Program för Biskopsgården.

Zonindelning

Legend:
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 Lekplats

 Bef. byggnader

 Ny belysning

 Bef. belysning

 Hundpalatset

 Område
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2. Aktivitet vid en sammankoppling attraherar människor. 

1. Planerat grönområde som skapar tydlig entré och koppling.

4. Belysning som skapar mötesplats och kontinuerlig struktur.

3. Stadsmöbler skapar strukturer för en mötesplats.

FYSISKA ASPEKTER MENTALA ASPEKTER SLUTSATSER

MÖTESPLATS En plats som 
allmänheten känner till, 
som oftast bildas kring 
någon form av funktion, 
t.ex. en samling bänkar 
eller en fontän. 

Underlättar för 
orienteringen i ett 
område med en struktur 
att förhålla sig till. 
Mötesplatsen skapar 
en gemensam plats 
för invånare att känna 
tillhörighet till.

För att skapa en 
gemensam samlingsplats 
för grannskapet, är det 
viktigt med en tydlig 
struktur. Denna bidrar 
i sin tur till en känsla 
av tillhörighet och ett 
sammanhållet område. 

ENTRÉ Struktur som välkomnar 
besökare och som 
kan ge en fortsatt 
vägledning, t.ex. 
skyltar. 

Ett gott första intryck 
av ett område, som 
utifrån sett tampas 
med ett stigma, kan 
skapa nya positiva 
uppfattningar.

Strukturen ger en första 
presentation av området 
och speglar dess 
identitet. Att arbeta 
med utformningen av en 
entré skapar möjlighet 
att omvända eventuella 
fördomar om ett 
område. 

KORSNING &  
SAMMANKOPPLING

För att skapa tydliga 
sammankopplingar 
är noggrant utformad 
ljussättning och 
kontinuerliga strukturer 
viktiga faktorer. 

Tydliga 
sammankopplingar 
underlättar ett 
områdes läsbarhet 
och ger individen en 
översikt över möjliga 
rörelsevägar. Vidare 
bidrar belysning, sikt 
och läsbarhet till en 
trygghetskänsla. 

Trygghetskänslan 
påverkar hur en individ 
identifierar sig med 
ett område samt hur 
benägen personen är 
att stanna kvar.

opacity 50%

Vi tror att strategin vi har tagit fram, 
genom dialog med boende, är viktig för 
att starta en process som kan ge resultat 
på sikt. Strategin är inte tillräcklig för att 
tillgodose alla önskningar eller att lösa 
befintliga problem. Sammankopplingar, 
så som vi ser dem, är för komplext för att 
behandlas enbart av vårt projekt. Vi ser 
Mildvädersgatan som en rimlig plats för 
att implementera vår strategi. De exempel 
på fysiska strukturer som föreslagits 
stämmer väl överens med de behov vi har 
identifierat.

Chalmers Arkitektur – Masterprogram Design for Sustainable Development 2013/2014
Planning and Design for Social Inclusion, http://suburbsdesign.wordpress.com/

Anna Risell, Bas van der Beek, Marie Larsson & Melina Forooraghi, “Ett sammankopplat Södra Biskopsgården”, http://biskopconnected.wordpress.com/
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Området har en potential att i framtiden 
förtätas (se översiktskartan ovan), 
vilket ytterligare kommer att gynna 
Mildvädersgatan som mötesplats, entré och 
sammankoppling. Detta är dock inget som 
behandlas i projektet.

Strategi Verktyg Återkoppling och framtida möjligheter
För genomförandet av strategin 
har fyra verktyg tagits fram.

Sammankopplingar 
i noder

Hållplats som 
mötesplats

Entré till ett område

Den fysiska strukturen imorgonDen fysiska strukturen idag

Få funktioner på 
hållplatsen

Odefinierat 
område

Sammankopplingar 
i brytpunkt

Med sin centrala placering mellan tre 
bostadsområden har området kring 
Mildvädersgatans hållplats en stor potential 
att utvecklas som en gemensam mötesplats. 
Platsen utgör även entré för de som reser 
med spårvagn, samt en sammankoppling 
för de som rör sig till fots inom området.

En strategi har utformats för att stärka 
Mildvädersgatan som mötesplats, entré  
och sammankoppling.

Undersökning av området

Ett sammankopplat Södra Biskopsgården
Om att förändra mentala uppfattningar genom fysiska förändringar

Mildvädersgatan omges av 
bostadsområdenas baksidor, vilket skapar 
ett utrymme som upplevs som försummat.

Förändrade uppfattningar  
och sociala mönster

1

2

3

4

Fysiska strukturer

Genvägar är ett resultat av 
planering som inte tagit hänsyn 
till användarens rörelsemönster.

Mildvädersgatans hållplats är 
en av få möjliga platser att 
korsa spårvägen. 

En mörk och trång passage vid 
Höstvädersgatan. Den fysiska 
strukturen visar inga spår av 
passagens viktiga roll som 
främsta sammankoppling till 
Mildvädersgatan från öster.

Tydlig separation mellan 
bostadsområden där 
baksidorna av husen skapar 
områden med odefinierad 
funktion.

3 4

1 2

1950-TALET NUTID

GRÖNOMRÅDE
Natur inom 
bostadområden har 
fått en förändrad 
betydelse. Idag kan 
naturen upplevas 
som ett otryggt 
hinder.

SOCIAL  
FÖRÄNDRING

1950-talets 
grannskapsidé 
kan inte tävla med 
dagens samhälle 
och sociala mönster. 

“Ö-KONCEPTET”
1950-talets 
planering var 
att skapa ett 
självständigt 
område, men med 
kommunikationer 
till staden. Det är 
en bidragande 
faktor till dagens 
segregation.

! !

! !

!!

Vision om mental uppfattning.

Nuvarande situation.

Detta studentprojekt handlar om fysiska och 
mentala sammankopplingar till, från samt 
inom Södra Biskopsgården. 

I projektet utvecklas en strategi för 
att omvandla de odefinierade ytor; 
mellanrummen i exploaterade områden; 
som uppstått till följd av 1950-talets 
planering. Strategin ger dessa ytor en 
funktion genom framtagna verktyg. 

Projektbeskrivning
Målet är att utveckla en idag redan central 
plats, med avseende på såväl dess funktion 
som entré, mötesplats och sammankoppling. 
Vidare är målet att se hur dessa aspekter 
påverkar bilden av Södra Biskopsgården, 
och i ett större perspektiv de befintliga 
sociala utmaningarna.

Mål
En viktig del av projektet har varit att 
samarbeta med boende och verkande i 
området. Deltagandeprocesser är viktiga 
för att, som utifrån sett, få förståelse för 
området, dess kvaliteter samt behov. Det är 
även en viktig del för de boende att känna 
att de har makt att påverka, och att deras 
röst hörs.

Deltagande och inflytande

Bas Melina Anna Marie
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INTRODUCTION

Task
Väderlekstorget is a smaller local square in 
the special and interestingly planned area of 
Väderlekstorget, a little north of Vårväderstorget 
in Biskopsgården, Göteborg. The square has 
since long ago lost its function as a commercial 
service node, and the property owner Willhem 
(private housing company) now wants to 
change it. The idea is to create more dwellings 
in the old building premises of the ground fl oor, 
and perhaps also to densify by adding new 
buildings. Our task has been to study the role 
of the square and search for solutions which 
take into consideration long-term sustainability 
perspectives, the residents’ needs and 
knowledge and the cultural heritage.

The goal of our project was to handle the requests 
and wishes from the property owner, and combine 
those with the needs and hopes of the local 
tenants in the area, trying to merge their ideas 
with ours. 

After walking around in the area, talking with 
local business owners and tenants, we realized 
that there were plenty of issues to be dealt 
with, issues of different scale levels. In order to 
organize our work and to create a frame for our 
project, we decided to look upon Väderlekstorget 
and its environment at three different levels 
of scale. Those levels were the building scale 
(regarding the conversion from retail areas 
to housing); the square scale (dealing with 
the current state of the central square); and 
area scale (allowing us to make suggestions of 
improvements that would benefi t tenants in the 
whole area). 

As the aim of the course is learning to design for 
social inclusion, this was an extremely important 
part of our project. We have arranged interviews 
with people living or working at Väderlekstorget, 
attended local tenant’s association meetings, 
blogged, had e-mail conversations with people 
interested in our project, arranged a workshop, 
etc. We have learned how diffi cult it is to get 
people involved in students projects, but also how 
inspired locals can be in their local community 
enhacement.

As this is the outcome of all our work, all the 
ideas and thoughts of people living in this block, 
and the frames given by the private landlord; we 
hope that we have succeeded in presenting our 
project in such a way that the people participating 
and informing us of the area’s strengths and 
weaknesses, will recognize themselves. 



PROCESS OVERVIEW

At the start of our work we tried to envision wich 
steps to go through to reach the goal. As the goal 
was not so clear in our minds we thought about a 
possible timeline, defi ning the phases we belived 
were important.

As time passed we understood step by step 
the complexity of our project and what it could 
become. We still followed our rough initial plan 
but the timetables we set in our project plan 
needed to be modifi ed. 

While working with this project, at times we 
felt stressed and a little bit lost. The different 
activities we planned felt disconnected from each 
other or didn’t give us the result we expected. 
This lead to some doubts and confusion, but this 
part of the work process brought us to challenge 
our initial vision and to form slightly new 
perspectives along the way.

At the end of this process, even though we made 
some changes to the time- and activity plan, we 
believe that we suceeded with our initial intention 
of combining the activities into one coherent 
project.

GROUP 3 PROJECT PLAN
Tasks WEEK 44 WEEK 45 WEEK 46 WEEK 47 WEEK 48 WEEK 49 WEEK 50 WEEK 51 WEEK 3 W
ANALYSIS
1.Physical environment
2.Existing Buidlings characteristics
3.Traffic networks
4.Statitical 
5.History
6.Case Study
7.Social Environment
PARTICIPATION
1.Interviews
2.Workshops
3.Questionnaires
4.Observation
5.Identification of participants
CONCEPT DESIGN
1.Initial concept proposals
2.Consultation with residents
3.Final concept proposals
PROJECT PROPOSAL
1.Design development
2.Critique
3.Poster preparation
4.Report

START END

BRIEF

PARTICIPATION

CONCEPT 
DESIGN

ANALYSIS REFLECTION

DESIGN 
DEVELOPMENT  AND 

PROJECT 
PREPARATION

STRATEGIES FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION

EXHIBITION AND 
PROJECT REPORT



PARTICIPATION
In the beginning we formulated several methods 
for conducting the analysis and participation. 
These included the idea box, formal and informal 
interviews and the main form being the workshop.
This however evolved with time and we found 
some methods would not be effective as expected 
and explored different ones. 

initial participation and communication plan

We were lucky to secure some vacant premises 
on site which we used as our base. We created 
posters that introduced our presence and 
indicated that we would be in the area twice a 
week. This method worked well for us as some of 
the residents would pop in the shop and give us 
their input on the area.

Our presence in the area helped us build a 
relationship with the owners of the premises 
still running in the area who allowed us into the 
spaces and we could ask them questions and get 
their reactions on our proposals quite easily. 

vaderlekstorget.
wordpress.se

Sarah, Emma, Amy och Emilio

gr3.socialinclusion@gmail.com 
vaderlekstorget.wordpress.com  

KONTAKTA OSS 
ELLER KOLLA IN VÅR BLOGG!

nya

Chalmers studentprojekt tillsammans med boende och Willhem

Vi är en grupp arkitekt- och ingenjörstudenter 
som jobbar med ett studentprojekt som handlar 
om förnyelse och ombyggnad av Väderlekstorget. 
Projektet kommer handla om flera olika aspekter: 
omvandla lokalerna i entréplan i husen närmast 
torget, utomhusmiljön, bygga om den föredetta 
sportklubben, förtätning av området med mera.

Vi är intresserade av era kunskaper om området, 
vilka förbättringar som skulle behövas utföras och 
vad som kanske saknas.  Vi skulle vilja samarbeta 
med de boende i området för att göra förslag 
på förändringar, som vi kommer förmedla vidare 
till Willhem (eventuellt kan sammanställningen 
fungera som planeringsunderlag för framtiden). 
Resultatet kommer att presenteras på en utställning i 
Biskopsgården i december.

En workshop kommer att arrangeras i området i den 
gamla hockeyaffären, och alla är självklart välkomna 
att delta. Mer information kommer så småningom.

WORKSHOP!
Det kommer placeras ut idelådor på strategiska 
platser i området. Där kan man lägga en lapp med 
tankar och idéer.

Vi kommer att finnas på plats i området i den gamla 
hockeyaffären främst tisdagar och torsdagar från 
och med vecka 46, men vi kommer även att finnas 
på plats andra tider. Varmt välkomna att komma in, 
dricka lite kaffe och prata lite med oss!

TYCK TILL OM DITT OMRÅDE!

Vi behöver dina 
idéer och tankar!

nnnnynya

I SAMARBETE MED

Communication

blog

newsletter

posters

our “lokal“

fl yers

qualitative

roundtrip

ideabox

questionnaires social media

facebook

quantitative



We put up posters in the area, regarding our 
project and activities, but then we would fi nd 
them removed each time on the following day. 
Hence, we designed fl yers that we put up at all 
the entrances to the buildings to ensure better 
communication.

The blog was also one of the methods we used, 
though we felt that the time was too short for it 
to gain enough followers to give us responses by 
the time we required it. However we continued to 
update our progress on the blog and hope that it 
will still be benefi cial in the long run.

We held a workshop on a Saturday hoping that 
there would be more residents walking about and 
who would be free on a weekend to participate. 
However it was a very cold day. The attendance 
was less than satisfactory but the people who 
came by gave us a lot of valuable inputs on what 
they would like to see, what works or does not 
work. 

For us, the participation was a continuous process 
and we do hope that that will be carried forward. 
Through the process we picked out the main 
issues that the residents and business owners 
pointed out. We analysed them and came up with 
proposals which we shared with the participants 
and were able to get feedback on possible 
improvements. 



ANALYSIS

Historical development

N

Planned by the municipality in 1957, built in the 
following years

Architects were Erik & Tore Ahlsén from 
Stockholm, who did several projects in 
Biskopsgården on behalf of the municipality

Publicly owned from the beginning, built by what 
is present day Poseidons predecessor

Sold to private landlord, changed owner multiple 
times

‘Face lift’ when changing owners, repainting of 
facades etc, no major renovations 

Makeover of fl ats today when residents move out 
(upgradings of bathrooms and kitchens)



low traffi c
medium traffi c
heavy traffi c
entrances
backsides

This map is of particular interest. Basically, 
it’s showing one different aspect to why this 
commercial center is no longer working. The 
main issue is that this square is planned for 
car traffi c. However, many people arrive to this 
neighbourhood by tram (dark blue arrow in the 
right corner). Also, tenants do not enter their 
buildings from the square – the houses are 
turning their backside towards it (marked in red). 
Thus, there is no need for tenants to visit the 
square. Also, people travelling by car either shop 
at the adjacent bigger squares (Vårväderstorget 
and Friskväderstorget), or visit bigger shopping 
malls.

Communications and         
interconnectivity



playgrounds
preschool
BBQ place
allotments
football pitch
meeting place

physical/mental 
barriers

parking lots

car roads

In this map the whereabouts of signifi cant 
functions in the local neighbourhood are mapped 
out. Examples are playgrounds, allotment gardens 
and more general meeting places (including 
informal meeting points such as the parking lot, 
as well as the square itself).

Mapped here are barriers found in this particular 
neighbourhood. These include roads, obstructing 

the interconnectivity in the area; abundant 
parking lots, creating undefi ned spaces that 

pedestrian needs to cross; and also different kind 
of obstacles created to prevent car traffi c in the 

traffi c-separated parts of the area.

Areas of interest

Different types of barriers



VäderlekstorgetVäderlekstororoorV oooooVVVV

LINKS

LINKS

BARRIERS

BARRIERS

HOUSE 3

HOUSE 5 former wrestling club

BASEMENT FLOOR PLAN

GROUND FLOOR PLAN HOUSE 3

GROUND FLOOR PLAN HOUSE 5

storage

circulation

commercial premises

Blueprints study and funcional planSquare analysis

N



Strengths:
Attractive facades with big windows
Flexible internal structures
Human scale
Well-designed details
Adapted to the surroundings

Weaknesses:
Poorly adapted for today’s society
Poor insulation
Dated fl oor plans and technical solutions
Entrances to apartments from the back of the 
buildings, not from the square
Ground fl oor on house 5 lack direct access to 
sunlight

BUILDINGS

Identities



SQUARE

AREA

Strengths:
Available spaces
Meeting place
Proximity to both nature and buildings
Well adapted to topography and sunlight

Weaknesses:
Empty premises/closed facades
Inaccessible – not possible to access with 
wheel chair or pram
Dated layout
Redundant parking lots
Focus on car traffi c 

Strengths:
Green, close proximity to the nature
Peaceful and child friendly
Farming, community spirit
Local businesses
Adapted to the topography

Weaknesses:
Isolated
Worn down
Empty premises
Poor integration square-buildings
System defi cits in laundries, garbage 
handling and recycling

the best thing about 
this area is the 
proxipity to nature

children at the 
square but no 
youths or adults

väderlekstorget in 
three words?... worn 
down, forest, view

worst?... the potential 
of the area is yet to 
be fully exploited

the business has 2 
employees working 
weekdays and 3 during 
weekends

the playgrounds are 
in bad conditions and 
feel unsafe

the laundries don’t 
work too well and
they are too few 

 there should be 
more allotments in 
the area

Statements from inhabitants 
building the area’s identity
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Decrease transportations 
and produce soil locally, 
thus  reducing  waste  

Composter

Better 
benches

New 
sitting places

More seating & meeting 
spots all around the area
for a better outdoor 
environment

The existing benches at 
the square are perceived 
as exposed –  more and
better designed benches 
are needed with the 
envisioned changes

Backside
activation

New flats

The reshaping of the 
back of the central 
building in to (yet 

another) front side 

creates conditions for 

housing small shops

Second phase of 
replacement of unused 
premisses with flats

Following the 
transformation of the 
ground floor of house 3 the 
process will expand to 
house 5 (square south side)

 House 5 +
outdoor space

Playgrounds
Playgrounds in the area 
are in poor conditions 
and perceived as unsafe 
– better to reduce the 
quantity in favor of 
quality, enhancing a few 
of them

 

 

New 
pathways

Common
 

board

A simple way of 
spreading 
communication in

 

the neighbourhood

The reduction of parking 
lots space in favor of new 
pathways will provide 
better mobility for 
pedestrians

Laundry room
The shortage of laundry 
facilities has been 
addressed by multiple 
tenants – new facilities 
needed

Ball 
playground

The ball field in the area is in 
poor condition and poorly 
placed – the suggestion is to 
put a new fenced ball court
in the main square instead of 
overdimensioned parking lots

Fountain

The addition of a  
fountain/paddling pool
next to the square would
enhance the outdoor 
environment in the area

New 
basement use

The basement underneath 
the central building is 
empty and damaged by  
water leaks – suggestion is  
to house a preschool 
there. Alternative could be 
4 more flats

 

Accessibility

With increased 
accessibility, the 
attractiveness of the 
square will also increase

New housing
Suggestion of infills in the 
area: rental row houses to 
increase diversity of 
housing locally

New flats

Businesses 
relocation

Relocation of businesses 
in order to build flats, 
avoiding evicting them 
from the area. The poorly 
used central squared 
building could host those 
shops who want to 
remain in the area

New student flats with private 
outdoor space creates life 
around the square. House 3 
(square north side) will be the 
transformed first.

In previously empty 
premises, student flats will 
be built

House 3 + 
outdoor space

Due to the creation of new
apartments, the road next 
to house 5 needs to be  
moved a couple of meters 
and become a shared 
space between cars and
pedestrians

Road change

Mer odling
The allotment gardens in 
the area are appreciated 
– expansion and 
spreading through the
neighbourhood

Fruit trees and 
berry bushes

Farming is popular in the 
area, residents have wished 
for berry bushes and fruit 
trees - to raise attractiveness, 
plantations could be made in
poorly used grassland 

Greenhouse
A greenhouse would 
extend the farming 
season and contribute to 
the community spirit in 
the area, providing an 
appealing mingle place.

New flower plantings  
at the square 
increases its 
attractiveness 

Plantings at
the square

A new building for 
recycling, laundry 
and reuse is placed 
next to the central 
paved square

Multi house

Light system
The lightning in the area is

 in need of improvement 
in order to create a safer 
environment

Light system
The lighting in the area is 
in need of improvement 
in order to create a safer 
environment

Grill place in 
the square 

BBQ
Improve existing 
barbeque spots to make 
them more welcoming 
and usable

Barbeque at house 3 – to 
create a more qualitative 
outdoor environment and 
a new meeting place

Technical systems and infrastructure

New building

Activities for kids

Meeting places

Allotments and green structures

Stage 1 Stage 3

 

Transformation process actions overview and time lapse suggestion

Stage 2

PROPOSAL



AREA PROGRAM
As for the whole area, we have tried to identify 
its strengths and weaknesses. It is peaceful, 
green and child-friendly. Allotments maintained 
by local residents acts a symbol of the area and is 
much appreciated – we would like to spread this 
initiative in the neighbourhood inside the Mistralen 
block.  

Our goal has partly been intended to more clearly 
characterize the outdoor environments in the 
different yards, to create different spaces and 
try to avoid monotony. Needs we have spotted 
include improving playgrounds, better lighting, 
more laundry rooms, a better ball fi eld, planting 
fruit trees and bushes, etc. We also propose the 
construction of a greenhouse for the convenience 
of the tenants farming in the area, thus creating 
a new meeting place. More benches and meeting 
places would also create a more qualitative 
outdoor environment.



Greenhouse

Ball playground

New basement use

New housing

Playgrounds

House 3 reorganization

BBQ

Businesses relocation

Allotment gardens

Laundry room

House 5 reorganization

Composting facility

Multihus

Fruit trees and berries

The fi rst phase is the start of a process intending to 
make this area more functional than it is today. The 
actions taken are relatively simple and should form a 
basis for future improvements. Examples of suggestions 
in this phase are to improve playgrounds and to look 
over the lighting system in the area.

The second phase means creating new systems and 
a more well-functioning infrastructure in the area, by 
adding more laundry rooms and a new system for taking 
care of biological waste by composts etc.

The third phase is the fi nishing of the improvements, 
intending to make this area nicer to live in. 
Improvements made in this phase are adding a 
greenhouse to the area, planting of berry bushes and 
fruit trees and the addition of completely new housing 
units to the area.

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

N



 

 

 
 

SQUARE PROGRAM
A new plan for the square will be necessary 
because of the new usage of the ground fl oors 
of the surrounding houses next to it. The square 
needs to become a more pleasant place for people 
to visit and use in order to attract people, perhaps 
even from surrounding areas. New features we 
would like to add to the square include a barbecue 
area, a playground, a wading pool, and a ball 
court.



During the fi rst step, the focus of the plan is to 
strengthen the connections between the square and 
the rest of the area by making Väderlekstorget a nicer 
place to visit and use. In this step, we recommend to 
start moving businesses from the northern building 
temporarily to empty premises in southern one and to 
the central commercial building. This is made in order 
to start conversions from premises to apartments. The 
façade of the central commercial building needs to be 
reshaped during this step.

BBQ area

New paths

Allotments

Multi-house

New sitting 
places

Ball 
playground

Basement 
frontyard

Road 
modifi cation

Fountain

Back 
activation

Allotments 
expansion

Playground

The second step means the start of building apartments 
in house 5. In addition to this, the backside of the 
central commercial building should be redesigned in 
order to create a condition where businesses could be 
accommodated on this side of the building. Also, the 
second step involves the creation of a multi house, 
intended for recycling, laundry and reuse.

During the third step, the intention is to give the square 
its most optimal design, more or less. A refurbishment 
of the big basement underneath the commercial areas 
are necessary, in order to make a good use of the empty 
space existing there today. Suggestions for actions of 
improvements of the square include a new ball court, a 
paddling pool for children and new plantations. 

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

N



BUILDINGS PROGRAM
Our task was to create the conditions for a 
refurbishment of the bottom fl oors of the houses 
closest to the square, from retail and business 
premises into rental apartments. The goal was to 
provide a satisfying solution of how to improve 
the comfort and functionality in the area, both 
in the housing blocks and in the square, and to 
maximize the usage of existing properties.

We have created several different types of fl oor 
plans for the new apartments and a proposal of an 
addition to one of the houses. We have also made 
a rough sketch of how to improve the function 
of the central commercial building at the square, 
thus trying to retain the existing businesses in the 
area. This means a change in the façade, change 
of the fl oor plan, and improved accessibility – for 
instance, a new wheelchair ramp.

It has been important for us to have fl exibility 
regarding internal use and technical solutions 
in mind, so that it will be able to restore the 
apartments to shops should the need (re)emerge. 



MAIN FEATURES

19 new apartments (10 in house 3, 9 in house 5)

Different sizes, ranging from 25 up to 50 sqm

Flexibility the motto: student, young, elderly, single 
households.

One or two inhabitants.

Floor plans based on previous solutions, structure and 
façade confi guration.

Additions on house 5 in order to better access sunlight.

Flexible fl oor plan – possibility for reconversion into shops, 
should there be such a need.

New outdoor spaces connected to the fl ats, creating a 
buffer zone between public and private.

New and improved insulation respecting the existings. 
New quality materials added, cohexisting with the original 
ones.

Wheelchair accessibility.

N 11 12
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STORE

PIZZERIA

SALON
SHOP

SHOP

SERVICE
AREA

Proposed ground 
fl oor layout of the 
buildings

House 5

Central 
commercial 

building 

House 3



The existing materials and location of services 
was one of our major considerations in the design. 
On the façade we maintained the stone cladding 
below the windows and the timber facing on 
the walls. The sizes of the windows were mostly 
maintained as they are originally and the door 
design was selected from one of the existing 
doors in house 5. With the change of function 
comes the need of privacy, we therefore added 
a buffer zone to create a hierarchy of transition 
from public-semi private-private. The buffer zone 
is staggered along its width to create variation in 
addition to the different materials used to defi ne 
the space.

The interior layout is mostly open plan with 
different zones created using movable furniture. 
These partitions do not extend all the way to the 
ceiling apart from the bathroom to ensure some 
light gets into the spaces in the back. The interior 
is composed of bathroom, living area, sleeping 
area and kitchen. 

New fl ats

Buffer zone and external spaces design



Interior design solution example
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PLAN DESIGN 1
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PLAN DESIGN 2

51.725 m2

PLAN DESIGN 3

STORE

PIPIPIZZZZZZERERERIAIAIA

SASASALOLOLOSS NNN SESESERVRVRVVICICICEEE
AREAAAA

House 3

N

scale 1:100



11 12
13 14 15

16
17

18

19
43.133 m2

PLAN DESIGN 5

26.535 m2

PLAN DESIGN 6

36.359 m2

PLAN DESIGN 7

45.918 m2

PLAN DESIGN 8

43.133 m2

PLAN DESIGN 4

House 5
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Previous fl oorplan

New layout concept

STORE

PIZZERIA

SALON

SHOP

SERVICE
AREA

SHOP

SHOP
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When the area was new in the late 1950s, the 
commercial building in the middle of the square 
contained two supermarkets.  The fl oor plan of 
today still consists of these two spaces, where one 
is functioning as the local convenience store. Vast 
spaces are not used.

We have developed a suggestion of a fl oor plan 
that make better use of the available spaces.  
Our goal has been to gather as many of the local 
businesses as possible in this central building, 
in order to create a small commercial cluster, 
thus enhancing the businesses ability to attract 
visitors, and to avoid evicting them when fl ats are 
going to be built in the old business premises in 
the adjacent buildings.

The façade has been recessed a couple of meters 
in order to create a small open area in front of the 
shops. We have moved the pizzeria to the central 
building and arranged the fl oor plan for a small 
outside dining area. This also allows another shop 
to be placed in the front of the building, maybe 
one of the salons in the area.

The backside of the building should be rebuilt 
in order to create a smaller, more informal 
square. With a rearranging of the current 
fl oor plan, we argue that another two or 
three small shops could be fi tted in the 
building, having their entrance at the back of 
the building. The façade has been recessed a 
couple of meter to create access to all three 
shops. 

Central commercial building in Väderlekstorget



New basement use
Underneath the shops there is a vast basement 
which presently is unused.  When the building was 
new, the basement was used for different types 
of hobbies and the façade consisted of numerous 
windows which made it open and inviting.  During 
a renovation of the basement almost all the 
windows were removed, making it a closed, 
uninviting façade. 

Our suggestion is to reopen the façade and more 
or less restore it to the way it looked when it 
was new, as well as make some small additions 
to it. This is made in order to be able to house a 
kindergarten in the basement, which of course 
needs lots of day light.

We believe that having a preschool in close 
proximity to the square, a livelier atmosphere 
would be created, thus improving the whole area. 
It would also be a means to shorten the long 
kindergarten queues in Göteborg. 
Another possible alternative would be to create 
some small fl ats and extra storage in the back of 
the new apartments.

Original facade

Actual facade

New facade concept



CONCLUSIONS
Critical refl ections
From our point of view, there are so many 
important aspects when refl ecting upon our work 
during this project. There are lots of specifi c 
qualities to this area, and also rather special 
circumstances. 

First, we really appreciate the existing buildings at 
Väderlekstorget and our initial reaction was that 
it was a shame to transform these lovely shop 
premises to housing. They are very well designed 
with an appealing aesthetics, and one could only 
imagine how idyllic it would have been to live in 
this area and do ones’ daily shopping there. It is 
problematic to change both the existing facades 
and the current use of space. In an ideal world, 
these shops would be kept, contributing to a 
thriving local community. As it is today, some are 
used as shops; some are used as production sites, 
not interacting with the tenants in the area; and 
some are just empty. 

To rent the space in the central commercial 
building is rather expensive, according to what 
we have heard from one shop owner, but in the 
surrounding houses rents are relatively low. This 
means that even though preconditions on site 
are fairly good, there are still lots of obstacles 
before one could transform the premises in to 
successful shops. We believe that these obstacles 
mainly are the square’s position, between the 
two bigger commercial squares Vårväderstorget 
and Friskväderstorget and the fact that the 
tenants enter their buildings from the opposite 
side of the square when entering the area with 
the very important tram connection. With the 
current housing defi cit in the city of Göteborg, 
we believe that it is better to have housing in the 
empty premises rather than keeping them in their 
current abandoned state.

Secondly, we believe that this area is of a great 
importance when considering it as a cultural 
heritage. The design of the overall area is to our 
knowledge quite unique, which means that this is 
an important aspect to keep in mind if one’s going 
to transform it. It’s very diffi cult to tell how a 
change from shops to housing will affect this area. 
Would it be perceived differently? Will some of 
its soul disappear? Would it actually work better? 
These are all important questions that we have 
tried to keep in the back of our mind during this 
whole project.  Our approach has been a humble 
one, realizing our limitations in foreseeing future 
events, but also trying to keep the feeling this 
area has to it; modernizing it without damaging 
it; and to respect the buildings as well as tenants 
and shop owners. 



Thirdly, in this particular area, it seems that 
gentrifi cation is going on. The landlord owning 
the buildings, housing as well as commercial 
spaces, are renovating the existing fl ats when a 
tenant is moving out. There are many aspects to 
this. Renovation is of course good, since little has 
been done since the neighbourhood was built, 
and maintenance is necessary. What one needs 
to keep in mind here is that the renovations 
taking place are mainly upgrading of kitchens and 
bathrooms, not adding additional insulation etc. 
which would be a more sustainable approach. 
Also, these renovations leads to extra costs and 
higher levels of rents, which in the long run 
leads to a change in the type of people having 
the availability to live at Väderlekstorget. This 
is gentrifi cation. The actions of the landlord 
don’t lead to renovictions, but they do lead to 
gentrifi cation.

The improvements of the area suggested in 
this project could also, through increased 
attractiveness of the neighbourhood, may well in 
the long run also lead to gentrifi cation. Still, we 
think that inhabitants in this area deserve better 
than the current, rather run down situation. It has 
been important to us to try to consider economic 
aspects, keeping costs down, and also to propose 
interventions to a low cost thus improving the 
area without increasing tenants’ rents. To optimize 
usage of empty space has also been one part of 
this intention of ours, thus make savings for the 
landlord and avoid higher rents for tenants.
With all these three very important aspects in 
the back of our head, we have tried our best to 
help improving this area and do the best out of a 
disadvantaged situation. To us, this seems like the 
most sustainable option.



FInal remarks
We experienced many challenges from the outset. 
The main component of the project was creation 
of student fl ats, therefore implying that the target 
group would most likely be non-residents. We 
therefore had to make the participation exercise 
be benefi cial to the people presently residing 
there by expanding the scope to not only the fl 
ats but also the overall outdoor environment.

There were very few people walking about in the 
area at any given time and worse still, around 
the square due to its weak orientation in relation 
to the other buildings’ entrances. This was a big 
challenge especially when trying to conduct the 
workshop and communicating with the residents 
using our various participation strategies.
We learnt that as professionals in the built 
environment, it is important to listen to the people 
we design for and that we can get great ideas for 
improvement through listening to the residents 
and business owners and observing the utilization 
of the existing space.

We also realized just how important it is to take 
in consideration such important aspects as the 
cultural heritage of a site or a community, as well 
as the soul of this neighbourhood. We have tried 
to respect the existing structures and architecture 
when designing our proposal. Our goal has 
been to do the best out of a disadvantaged 
situation, considering that the preferred situation 
would have been a vivid central square and 
neighbourhood in accordance to the architects’ 
initial vision. 

In this area, it seems that gentrifi cation is going 
on. The landlords ongoing upgrading of the 
apartments leads to a change in population, due 
to raised rents. We have tried to address this 
by providing more housing, leading to a bigger 
income for the landlord, and also by suggestions 
of optimizing existing space, leading to savings 
or even new income sources.  By doing this, our 
intention is to keep incentives of raising tenants’ 
rents at a minimum level.

The proposals we made we contribute to a more 
revitalized urban environment as most of the 
ideas came from the residents. We feel privileged 
that our proposals may be implemented by the 
housing company who we are working with. We 
hope that the company will develop the area over 
time as outlined in the phasing programme to 
make the participation process worthwhile for the 
residents. 

The highs and lows throughout were a good 
learning experience in themselves. We learnt a 
great deal especially about inclusive design, how 
to combine the public’s ideas and our individual 
ideas within the group. As we come to the 
conclusion of the course we believe that this is not 
the end but the beginning of the implementation 
process and the dialogue between the residents 
and the landlord for the continued development of 
Mistralen.
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ABSTRACT

Vårväderstorget is the main square of Södra 
Biskopsgården, a housing district in Gothenburg, 
developed during the late 50’s. The square, and many 

-
ential modernist architect Helge Zimdal. 

The square is today often described as a bit boring but 
homey. No bigger renovation has been done since 1990 
and the biggest change the last years has been a gradu-
ally decreasing service level. Still it is an appreciated 
service and meeting point and has relatively many visi-
tors each day. At night the area is partly perceived as 
unsafe. 

Our project aim is to strengthen the identity of the city 
district by emphasising the square as the “face of the 
area”. 
  
As a guide for our work we have chosen three desirable 
aspects based on our interpretation of Helge Zimdals 
original ideas. Our aim is to achieve: 

The social square 
The functional square 

and 
The enjoyable square. 

Our aims The original ideas

“Functional, social 
and... 

Italian!”

Modernist ideals did not only shape the 
houses surrounding the square. It also 
formed the structure of the streets with 

tram line is lifted up on a bridge at the 

accidents.

The functional square

Södra Biskopsgården was planned as a 
so called “social neighbourhood unit” 
– a small town whithin the big city. The 
square was given an essential role as a 
social meeting place.

The social square

Helge Zimdal frequently went to Italy for 
vacation. He appreciated the lively, Ital-
ian squares. And one particular square in 
Toscana is said to have been the inspira-
tion when he designed the terraces of 
Vårväderstorget. 

The enjoyable square

Helge Zimdal at his drawing table
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BACKGROUND
SÖDRA BISKOPSGÅRDEN

Location
The square is the centre of the housing area Södra 
Biskopsgården which has 7 070 inhabitants and is a part 
of a bigger  city district in Gothenburg – Biskopsgården. 
Södra Biskopsgården is located on a hill and many of 
the houses have beautiful views to the city centre or 
over the harbour.

Geographically the housing area has a relatively cen-
tral location. With the tram it is possible to reach the  
city centre in about 15 minutes. At the same time the 
area is cut off from its surroundings. Access to the 

areas and a freeway. To the west the natural reserve 

Biskopsgården

Centre
Södra 
Biskops-
gården

Göteborg Street pattern

Industry

Multi family 
houses

Single family 
houses

New housing 
areas

Södra Biskopsgården

Svarte Mosse
Natural reserve

recreation possibilities but is at the same time contrib-
uting to the isolation. By the water to southeast a new, 
relatively exclusive, housing area has been built in the 
former shipping yards. In between lies a low-density 
residential district with single-family houses. These 
areas are disconnected from Södra Biskopsgården by a 
large road and a considerable height difference.

To the north there is more housing with a similar char-
acter as in Södra Biskopsgården. The tram lines and 
most streets are ending within the area. There is little 

-
port connections to other city districts, apart from the 
city centre, are poor. At the same time 90 % of the work-
ing population work outside of the city district wich is 
mainly residential. 

to be built in the city district. Most of the houses are 
planned according to the “neighbourhood unit-prin-

minor and one larger local square. Vårväderstorget is 
the larger of these two and the centre for the entire area. 
Within Södra Biskopsgården the houses are arranged 
into smaller groups with different character. (See map 
on page 8.) The streets and the houses follow the lines 
in the topography.

High way 
tunnel
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Today Södra Biskopsgården is being renovated 
and new single family houses are built.

TODAY

The Swedish workforce-immigration ended. 
Instead relatives and refugees could get a new 
citizenship.

THE 80’S & 90’S

Södra Biskopsgården was considered very 
modern and forward looking when it was built. 
A housing exhibition in 1958 attracted 50 000 visi-
tors.

THE 50’S

Ganny!

1973

The oil prices suddenly doubled which hit the 
harbour industry hard. Many found it hard to get 
new jobs. The number of inhabitants in Gothen-
burg sunk.

1973
They told us 
to go home

During the 60’s the average income level 
increased and many families left their apart-
ments for bigger ones. The area got a more 
distinct working class character.

THE 60’S I want my own 
room!

BREIF HISTORY
OF THE HOUSING AREA
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The square

7-9 story slab houses

Tower houses

Row houses

Examples of house topology Approximately 85 % of the 
houses are rental apart-
ments 10 % are housing 
cooperate owned apart-
ments and 5 % are private 
row houses. 
 When Södra Biskopsgården was newly built it was very 

popular and rather fashionable. A housing exhibition 

working class areas Lindholmen and Brämaregården 
moved in to the modern and affordable apartments 
together with municipal commissioners, authors and 
professors.   

The economical development in Sweden was rapid at 
the time. As income increased people demanded bigger 
apartments. Many of the families who moved to Södra 
Biskopsgården in the late 50’s chose to move again to 
bigger apartments in the 60’s and 70’s. At the same 
time large parts of the old wooden working class hous-
ing in the inner city were “sanitized” – i.e. demolished.   
The area got a more distinct working class character. 
At the same time a large number of people moved to 
the city from the countryside and from abroad to work 
in the shipping industry and found apartments in the 
housing area nearby. Therefore the area was severely 
affected when the oil crisis 1973 forced the three big 
shipyards into bankruptcy and the demand for work 
force dramatically sunk. Many people lost their jobs 
and some never got back into work again.
   
Today two housing companies – one municipal and one 
private company – own about half of the houses each. 

The housing area

Average income

Born abroad Families with economical support

UnemploymentHigher education

Statistics

Some of the people we talked to described a previous 
feeling of living in an area that is forgotten and never 
prioritised. Since a couple of years the municipal hous-
ing company has done large-scale renovations. The 
changes have been appreciated but at the same there 

the tenants in the privately owned houses, which are 
also going to be renovated. 

In the municipal development strategy plan seven areas 

family houses and the target group has a substantially 
higher average income than the area has today.
 
The city district Biskopsgården suffers from a negative 
media image and has a relatively bad reputation in the 
rest of the city. A number of crimes of violence the last 
years attracted a lot of attention. One reason that these 
negative pictures can have such a big impact might be 
that alternative pictures – for instance the picture of 
a calm housing area close to nature – seldom reaches 
the ones who do not live or know someone living in the 
area.

CHARACTERISTICS
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VÅRVÄDERSTORGET

Pedestrian movements and move-
ment-obsitcles

Pedestrian area Streets and 
parking

Vårväderstorget is a rather large, stretched square 
(140 meter long) divided into three terraced levels. The 

buildings that are shifted to the sides on the two lower 
levels so that the square opens up to the sun and a small 
park in the southwest. The main entrance is connected 
to a tram stop on a bridge just north of the narrowest 
part of the square. Quite a lot of people cross the square 
on their way to the tram. There is a very clear pattern 
of movement along the façades of the buildings. One 
effect of this is that the two lower square-surfaces get 
a bit empty. 

The square

We have often got 
the description of 
Vårväderstorget 
as a bit boring 
but homey. No 
renovation has 
been done since 
1990 and the big-
gest change the 
last years has 
been a gradually 
decreasing ser-
vice level. Still it 
is an appreciated 
service and meet-
ing point and has 
relatively many 
visitors each day. 
At night the area 
is partly per-
ceived as unsafe. 

-
rounded by over sized streets and parking areas. In 
the 50‘s cars were prioritized in city planning but also 
seen as a big threat to pedestrians. The parking areas 
are used as a buffer zone and enable a car free, calm 
square in the middle. On the other hand this makes the 
square “turn its back” to everyone approaching it from 
the east, north or west.

10

THE ORIGINAL IDEAS
THE NEIGHBOURHOOD UNIT

“town in the big 
city“ with a strong 
feeling of commu-
nity. This was seen 
as a democratic 
and social way of 
housing.

-
nal design of the 
Swedish neigh-
bourhood units the 
squares were given 

Intention

Origin of the idea Implementation

Today

During the Second World War, in the 40’s, many Swed-
ish architects and city planners were worried about 
the European development and asked themselves what 
the big, industrialized cities “did to its inhabitants”. In 
Sweden they saw that people in big cities were lonelier, 
committed more crimes and that fewer children were 
born than in small towns.  

To avoid this the city planners borrowed many ideas 
from, among others, the British garden city movement. 

The housing area was organised around the square as 

of the city. The square provided the surrounding neigh-
bourhood a big variety of service. 

The earliest plans show a larger, separate community 

was replaced with an integrated, smaller house in the 

The square is built at a time when housewives went 
down to the local square each day to buy fresh grocery 
for the dinner. A lot has changed since then and the 
small local squares all over Sweden have a hard time 
surviving the competition with the constantly grow-
ing number of large shopping centres. New technology 
also makes it possible for people to shop, communicate 
and socialize without being tied to a physical place. It 
might be relevant to ask if the square still has a func-
tion today. 

Our answer is that we believe that the local squares 
have a quite important role to play. Small neighbour-
hood squares offer a possibility for different groups 
to meet in a more intimate condition than in the city 
centre or the shopping mall. 

When we visited the square we saw many people, who 
did not seem to have any closer relationship, greeting 
each other. The undemanding contact that occur from 
just being at the same place as people you recognize 
from your housing area might encourage tolerance 
between groups and is said to support the feeling that 
you belong to a society. One should also not neglect 
the necessity of open, centrally located, public space to 
arrange public events and political manifestations. 

an important role as a democratic meeting point. Espe-
cially in the early examples the squares hosts a large 
variety of shops and just as many non-commercial facil-
ities such as libraries, community buildings and spaces 

restaurants, cafés, theatres and cinemas at the square 
although the neighbourhood units were not very big. 
The social and cultural institutions were seen as essen-
tial in order to encourage an active, more democratic 
society. In the late 50´s and 60’s the squares became 
more oriented towards shopping. The housing units 
also got bigger. 

the unit. The idea was that you should not be forced to 
leave the neighbourhood in your daily life.
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THE FUNCTIONAL SQUARE

Origin of the idea
Around 1930 more than one third of the Swedish pop-
ulation lived more than four persons per single room 
and kitchen. The sanitary conditions were inadequate. 
A majority of the houses lacked tap water and water 
closets. The government feared epidemic diseases and 

time housing issues became a big national concern. The 
aim was to create good living conditions for the masses.

After the Second World War a multitude of housing 
construction was initiated  – subsidised by the govern-
ment. The programme culminated between 1965 and 
-75 in what would later be called the Million homes pro-

by CIAM – Congrès Internationaux d’Architecture 
Moderne (the international Congress for modern 
architecture 1928-1959) The politicians talked about 
social engineering, i.e. looking at society as a mechani-
cal system. In order to optimize the process rational 
building solutions and large scale standardisation was 
developed. 

Today

Original intention

Negative effects

The physical form of the square itself is relatively well 
functioning today. It needs to be more easily accessible 
for people who, for various reasons, can’t walk in stairs 
and it has to be livelier after opening hours in order to 
feel safer. More things could be done, as to renovate 
the façades or to think about what businesses are best 
suited, but we have chosen not do go into these issues 
in detail in our design proposal. Instead we focus on 
the square in relation to its surroundings.

-

divide into dead-end branches leading to the recid-
ential areas. And maximise rationality by separating 
functions.

The physical separation of the city district from the 
rest of the city contributes to a social segregation. 

The square also lies like an isolated island inbetween 

while the backsides of the buildings and the entranc-
es to the square not are as inviting as they could be. 
After shopping hours there are no funktion nor liveli-
ness on the square. The area under the bridge does not 
feel welcoming. It is very hard for people with strollers, 
walking frames and wheelchairs to get from one level 
of the square to an other. 

Passage to the square under the tram bridge.
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THE ENJOYABLE SQUARE

Origin of the idea

Implementation

Today

Helge Zimdal was a devoted traveller and one country 
he returned to several times was Italy. Multiple sources 
mention that his foundness of the vivid Italian piazzas 

-
races facing the sun in southwest. 

One source indicates that Zimdal might have been 

Italy. The three levels of the square also resemble a 
renaissance garden. 

Traditional squares in old towns are often “city blocks”, 
in connection to major roads in the street-grid, that is 
“taken out” so that an open space is created where there 
usually is houses. In the middle age Italian towns this 
offers a special experience – you leave the often narrow 
streets and step out in an open but yet reviewable room. 

The suburban square is located in a completely different 
context. Openness and air characterise the modernis-
tic city plan. You could call Vårväderstorget a urban 
square whithout an urban context. 

When the square was renovated in the 90’s the archi-

modern elements. One example are the “Florentine” 
arches by the library entrance. Swedish climate does 

also planed on couvering the square with a glass roof to 
create an indoor square.

The square was solely intended to be used by the resi-
dents in the area and opens up for pedestrians comming 
from the south. To all other directions it’s turning its 
back.

during daytime and after the shops opening hours.
 
Groups of youth are often seen as a problem in public 
space. Soon a new youth club will open in connection 
to the square. Our goal is to create space where the 
youth can feel welcome and where unpretentious, 
relaxed meetings can take place. A skateboard ramp 
and swings under the bridge could be a playful and 
welcoming framing for the square.

should offer possibilities for creative interaction and 
untidy but interesting qualities should not be forgotten 
when efforts are done to make the area safer. 

The original façades of the square
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PARTICIPATION

We also took part in a so-called safety walk on the even-
ing the 13th November. Seven women of different age 
living in the area, a municipal worker and a local police 

outdoor environment.

that one renovated area felt safer when the balconies 
where rebuilt and glazed and therefore more frequent-
ly used with the effect that “more eyes” were pointed on 
the streets and the courtyards. 

Main strategy

Safety walk

Our main strategy to gather opinions has been casual, 
improvised interviews with people we met on our wisits 
in the area. 

I miss the events that took place 
on the square before. There was 
concerts, markets and festivals.

I feel rather un-
safe at the tram 

stop on the 
square at night. I 
usually get of at 

the next stop and 
walk from there.

There is a big need of 
more activities for the 

youth in 
Biskopsgården.

On the evening the 28th of November we held a work-
shop for invited residents and stakeholders together 
with one other student group. We had 8 guests and the 
discussions focused on pedestrian movements in the 
area and on the outdoor environment. 

have worked out different strategies to tackle the feel-
ing of insecurity at night. Some choose longer, indirect 
ways from the tram stop to their homes after nightfall 
to avoid places they perceived as unsafe. There is no 
clear consensus about which places are safe and not 
but some were mentioned more often. These areas were 
often located in connection to the tram stops. The area 
under the bridge at Vårväderstorget was pointed out. 
As was the backsides of the houses and the area south 
of the lower part of the square.

There was a tendency from the residents to see the 
area directly next to the own home as safer and other 
housing areas close by as less safe. Generally people 
appreciate the square – especially the variety of shops.

Workshop
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SOCIAL SQUARE

FUNCTIONAL SQUARE

ENJOYABLE SQUARE

THE PROPOSAL
SUMMARY

To make sure that the square can have a function as 
a social meeting place, it should be easily accessible 
for everybody and not exclude anyone, due to physi-
cal barriers. New, shallow ramps and stairs between 
the terraces of the square will allow everybody to 
access all parts of the square and be part of the social 
life in the district. Although the square is located on 
a highly frequented tram-stop, it is still not very rec-
ognizable for arriving visitors. The entrances to the 

The idea about the social neighbourhood unit is a beau-
tiful thought about belonging and meaning in daily 
life. The reality today is a segregated city. We need to 
base our work on that reality and try to strengthen the 
integration between different city districts as well as 
to keep the original idea about a large amount of social 
services within the housing area. The community 

Our project aim is to strengthen the identity of the 
city district by emphasising the square as the “face 
of the area”. As a guide for our work we have cho-
sen three desirable aspects based on our interpre-
tation of Helge Zimdals original ideas. Our aim is to 
create: 

-
ceived as relaxed and safe. Therefore we focused on 
making the square and its surroundings more popu-
lated during the night-time. New housing on top of the 
existing buildings would contribute to a more constant 

and ears” in the area also contribute to the feeling of 
safety.

building could both provide the area with more space 
for the many active association who today don’t have a 
place to be, attract visitors from the surrounding areas 
and work as an informative, welcoming entrance and 
indoor square.

square are hidden and the backsides of the square are 
not very inviting for people passing by. By improving 
the surrounding, today mainly concrete surfaces for 
pedestrians and widening up the side-entrances to the 
square, it could become more visible and inviting for an 
occasional passer-by. New lively functions at the tram 
stop create a welcoming and friendly atmosphere and 
invite arriving visitors to explore the square.
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1010

STILL EXISTING

SOCIAL

INSTITUTIONS

KEEP THEM !

CONNECT NEW 
FUNCTIONS TO IT

ADD A COMMUNITY 
HOUSE TO PROVIDE

SPACE FOR SOCIAL

ACTIVITIES

OFFER A STAGE AND 
STAIRS TO SIT ON AS 
A SPACE FOR PUBLIC 
EVENTS 

IMPROVE LIGHTING

ON THE SQUARE

AND UNDERNEATH THE

TRAM STOP

NEW 
YOUTH CLUB

SOCIAL IDENTITY 
GOT LOST OVER 
TIME

NO MORE EVENTS 
ON THE SQUARE

PROBLEM OF 
FEELING UNSAFE

ON THE SQUARE

SOCIAL SQUARE
Idea of Vårvaederstorget as the centre of  one 
“Neighbourhood unit”. The unit as a base for strong 
social networks and a source of democracy.

ANALYSIS

SHORT HISTORY

 STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES
PROPOSAL

-

-

-

+

+

New Youth 
Center

Pub 

Cafe

LibraryChurch

Playground

Folkhögskola

rks and a source of ddemocr

SSSSSSS

Existing public and social businesses, and 
the new youth club.

Vårväderstorget are located inbetween 
several different housing units in Södra 
Biskopsgården.

New youth center

Community house

Skateboard park

youth center

Comm

Ska

Stage

Benches New Social
functions

New youth center

Add new functions to increase vibrancy and to connect 
the new youth club with the square. 
      

Proposed community house with space for public service and associations activity to 
increase vibrancy and create a more welcoming entrance.  

In the south of the square a podium/stage can work as a target point to increase vibrancy 

Improve lighting under the tram bridge to make the entrance feel more safe and 
welcoming

7

The existing public services are kept and 
developed to make outdoor environment 
more inviting and lively. For example it 
could be swings or urban furniture on ac-

Outdoor environments could preferably be 
shaped in a collaboration with residents in 
the area.

9                            

8  

11

In the begining of the 50ies lots of municipal commissioners, authors and professors moved to 
Biskopsgården. When they left the area in the late 50ies and 60ies, Biskopsgården became a  
place for the  people who work in shipyards and other industries. By the time of the economical 
crash in the shipping industry in the late 70ies and early 80ies, many people lost their jobs and 
did never get back into work again. From the 80ies up to now immigrants from southern Europe, 
the Middle East and Africa are settling in the district.

AVERAGE INCOME                            HIGHER EDUCATION             ECONOMICALLY SUPPORTED FAMILIES           

 

BORN ABROAD                                UNEMPLOYEMENT

   

SITUATION TODAY

16
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SOCIAL SQUARE
MASTERPLAN

SOCIAL FEATURES
Improve existing public services by connecting 
them to new public functions.

A temporary podium that can be used both 
as a seating place and as a stage.

SPACE FOR EVENTS

New and more lighting sources. Vibrant lighted 
glass facades facing entrance.

IMPROVE THE LIGHTING

SITE PLAN 1:750 
500 10 20 30 40

7 8 9

10   

11   

17
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LOCATED ON A 
NODE

REVITALIZE AND 
IMPROVE TRAM STOP

MAKE ENTRANCES

VISIBLE AND INVITING

DEFINE SPACES

AND DESIGN FLOOR

SCAPE

INCREASE ACCESIBILITY 
WITH RAMPS

KEEP THEM TRAFFIC 
FREE AND EXTEND IT

ENTRANCES ARE

HIDDEN

UNDEFINED 
SPACES ON THE 
BACKSIDES

ACCESIBILITY WAS 
NOT CONSIDERED

TRAFFIC FREE

PUBLIC SPACES

AND COURTYARDS

FUNCTIONAL 
SQUARE

The square should be functional 
and accesible for all. 

ANALYSIS
 STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES
PROPOSAL

-

-

-

+

and a

S

A lack of accessability due to steep 
ramps and blocking columns.

The square is pedestrianized. There is a 
-

destrian areas.

The square is located at a node.

           Tram stop

Bus stop

Main entrance of 
Biskopsgården

Car-free Area

Steep ramp and pillars

Large unused asphalt areas

The square is free from cars

Unclear entrances to the square

4Making entrances visible and welcoming

Pedestrian areas

-
pand and incorporate them with 

crossings and by making streets less 

speed. 

Increase accessibility 
through wide and less 
steep ramps.

5clarify direction in to the square.

2
Increase accessibilty to the tram stop and create a vibrant and welcoming environment.

DEFINING SURFACES USING VARIOUS GROUND MATERIALSDDDDDDDDDDDDDEFINEFINEFINEFINEFINEEFEFIEFIFFIEFFINFIEFIEFINNFINEFINEFINEEFINEFINFFFIFINNNEEFINFIEFIEFINEFEFFIIINNFFIIEF INGINGINGINGNINGINGNNIN SURFSURFSSURFSURFSURFURFSURFRRSURFRS ACESACESACESAACESACESCESCESACESACESESACESSEEE USINUSINUSINSINUSINUSINUSINUSINUSINNNU NNNNGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG VARIVARIVARIVARVAVAVAVVVARVAVVAVVARVAVAVAVAVAVAVVVAVAARVAVVVAVAVARVAVAVVVVVAVVAVVAVVVVAAVAVAVVAVAVVAVAAAVVVVAVVAVVVAVAAAVVVVVAVVVAA OUSOUSOUSOUS GROUGROUGROUGROUOOOUUUUUUUUUOUOO NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNDDDDDDDDD MATEMATEMATMAAMATEMATEMATEMMATEEATTM RIALRIALRIALRIALRIALRIALR ALRIAA SSSSSSSSSS

+

3

6

1

18



19

FUNCTIONAL SQUARE
MASTERPLAN

SITE PLAN 1:750 
500 10 20 30 40

2                  4             
Imrove accessibility at tram stop and 
connections to the square and the 
surrounding housing areas.  

CONNECTION

to a more pedestrian friendly area.  Parking will 
still be offered at backside but mostly in the new 
parkinghouse.

BACKSIDES 1                  3             

6                  
Improve accessibility on square by transforming the 
existing ramps and stairs so they are not so steep and 
wider. 

ACCESSIBILITY

5
Open up the entrances and make 
them more visible.

PASSAGES

19
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ADDING HOUSING INTO 
THE SQUARE TO CREATE 
A LIVELY ATMOSPHERE AT 
NIGHTS

VITALIZE THEM AND 
INCREASE ENJOYABILITY

TURN THEM INTO AN

ENJOYABLE ASSET

DENSIFYING THE STREET 
ACCORDING TO HUMAN 
SCALE

  

PROPOSAL

Residences on top of the buildings makes lively atmosphere at night 13

Improve and increase the comfort on public spaces under the tramline

12

Increase livebility on public spaces by improved lighting, new paving 
materials, raised ground level, seating and activity opportunities.

14                         

Designing stairs as a public furniture that invites people to stay and sit 
down while it lets good accessibility between the different levels on the 
square. 15 

-

16                     

STREET SECTION A-A 1:500

NO FUNCTIONS 
AFTER SHOPPING-
HOURS

SURROUNDING

SURFACES ARE

NOT EENJOYABLE

STAIRS AND 
TERRACES HAVE 
POTENTIAL

STREETSCALE

IS TOO BIG 
TO FEEL

COMFORTABLE

ENJOYABLE
SQUARE

Vårvaederstorget was intended as a 
vivid meeting place in the style of an 
italian piazza with sunfacing terraces 
and possibilitys to enjoy the outdoor 
space

ANALYSIS

FACADE ANALYSIS DAY /NIGHT

STREETSECTIONS

 STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

-

-

-

+

Analysis of facades in the daytime, at one o’clock.

Lively

Closed

Analysisysi ofo facaades des in t the dhe daytiaytime,me at oat one o cloclock.ck.

Analysis of facades in the evening, at nine o’clock.

A 
A 

Wide streets and big asphalt areas surrounding 
the square. 

Section A-A 1:500

Big unused spaces have 
potential to be used and 
developed.

20

Improve and increase the comfort on public spaces under the tramline
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ENJOYABLE SQUARE
MASTERPLAN

SITE PLAN 1:750 
500 10 20 30 40

Transform the stair by making them into 
a enjoyable public place instead of an 
obstacle.

STAIRS 15

New housing on top of the existing buildings on the 
square, to increase vibrancy through the whole 
day. 

HOUSING MODULES 13   

Expand with a building along the narrowed street to make the 
streetscape feel more pleasant. The building contains parking, 

DENSIFY ON OVERSCALED STREETS

Improve unused spaces and offer op-
portunities for new public functions and 
features.

UNUSED AREAS 12                  14

16

21 22

CRITICAL REFLECTION
AND CONCLUSION

Our assignment has been very open for interpretation. 
We were asked to analyse and come up with suitable 
ideas for how to develop the square. We soon reformu-
lated this into the aim that our proposed changes should 
aim to have positive social effects for the housing area. 
Like this our aim became quite general as well. During 
our work this was a challenge and we soon recognised 
that we had to let some things go. We tried to narrow 
our aim and concentrate on the major strengths and 

 
During the last year the city district of Biskopsgården, 
together with many other parts of the city, has been 

been frequently reported in local and national media. 
There is an on-going debate about segregation and 
racism in the city. Statistics over the area also show 

to often had complains and worries, but also a distin-
guished pride in their neighbourhood. A protest to the 
negative media picture is often expressed. 

We soon also realised that it is quite hard to get residents 
in the area involved in the process. This probably has 
multiple explanations but one aspect was mentioned 
more often. This was that even though the inhabitants 
described issues in the area at several times, nothing 
changed. Many residents were therefore tired of partic-
ipating. They could not see any real outcomes of it. We 
could not promise any implementation of our project 
and therefore it was hard to attract people to partici-
pate.
 
Together with our open task description, all this soon 
raised the question of what role architecture and city 
planning plays, and could play, in this complex situa-
tion. It is therefore important to be aware of the limits 
a student project often has. Moreover to be aware of 
what kind of impact architects and planners has on 
residents when presenting proposals and changes in 
the area.

Conclusion
Södra Biskopsgården is a housing area under transi-
tion through renovations and new constructions. As the 
centre of the area, the square could have an essential 
role in enhancing the contact between residents and to 
support the social environment. Vårväderstorget also 
has a key position as the gate to the entire city district. 
Maybe, if the square became more active, it could attract 
people from other parts of the city who do not go there 
today. This could in its turn be a counterforce to battle 
the negative picture of the area and the social segre-
gation. A more lively atmosphere and more visitors at 
Vårväderstorget could also strengthen its commercial 
function and enable smaller businesses to withstand 
the competition of big companies. To also avoid social 
segregation within the district, by new constructions of 
raised standards, it is important to consider the already 
existing social networks and neighbourhoods and try to 
develop a coherent district, instead of separated with 
unconnected units. New constructions could also add 
on to existing urban structures and strengthen their 
identity and function, instead of becoming a competi-
tive part.
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APPENDIX 1
PHOTOS

Backside of the grocery store and wide road

Parking on the east backside

Passage under the tram bridge The west entrance
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