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OPINIONS AND WISHES COLLECTED IN THE PARTICIPATORY PROCESS
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both within and outside itself. There is a symbiosis between buildings, open space and people in order to 
create a vibrant system. It is just and diverse and the quality of  living is enhanced to improve everyday life.

SOCIAL INTENSIFICATIONSOCIAL INTENSIFICATION

The compact city is a complex matter and the 
definitions are many. Many people have their idea 
of  what compactness and densification is, but at the 
same time, no one seems to be certain.
Is the compact city just densely built or can it 
improve the quality of  the life and bring social 
benefits to the inhabitants?  

The aim of  the project is to gain an understanding of  
the compact city and examine whether it is possible 
to implement it’s ideas in a suburban area like 
Hammarkullen. How can the compact city qualities 
be used there and what is not suitable are the driving 
questions. The project is a part of  the discussion 
on what a compact city is and if  it’s attributes are 
worth striving for. We investigate how the quality of  
the life in Hammarkullen can be improved through 
design, highly influenced by participation.

The large scale of  the built environment is one 
of  the main characteristics of  Hammarkullen. The 
buildings are mainly for housing and a few services 
that are concentrated around the main square and 
Bredfjällsgatan. The residential areas are separated 
from each other like islands in the nature. Nature 
is a part of  the Hammarkullen characteristics too,  
forest is surrounding the area and green large public 
spaces are found inbetween the buildings. 
A road is encircling Hammarkullen, creating a 
connection to the surroundings by car and bus, but 
it is also a barrier with few crossings. Large parts 
of  Hammarkullen are car free and both formal and 
informal pathways goes through the area. Although 
it is quite clear that Hammarkullen was not built for 
the human scale. Most of  the analysis outcomes 
discovered are based on the area’s physical 
structure, therefore to discover the social aspects 
was one of  the participatory process tasks. 

Aim
The aim was to get familiar with the inhabitants’ 
understanding of  the area and to get a broader 
perspective. We wanted to initiate the co-creation 
process and involve people in the very beginning.

Goal
The overall goal was to find the main issues, 
to translate the inhabitants thoughts to 
development ideas. Other goals were to discover 
the self-image of  Hammarkullen, to find areas we 
need to prioritize on and to get to know people’s 
wishes for the future.

Methods
The methods used during the work process are 
interviews with inhabitants and other important 
stakeholders. To ask people for direction was 
a way to understand how people perceive their 
surroundings. A workshop was an important part 
of  the participatory process.

From the workshop and analysis outcome we 
found the focus on social intensification, later 
from analysis and participation we developed five 
guidance indicators identity, safety, vibrance, 
maintenace, variety and four layers to translate the 
indicators to physical environment: built structure, 
orientation and movement, meeting places and 
green structure. These layers have been applied 
on the whole Hammarkullen. The strategies 
within the layers are in different shapes, from larger 
development to smaller interventions. An important 
part for implementing the strategies is to do so 
together with the inhabitants and both co-design 
and co-creation are crucial for the successful long 
term development.

COMPACT CITY VS. HAMMARKULLEN

ANALYSIS

PARTICIPATION PROCESS

PROPOSAL

VISION FOR HAMMARKULLEN

Compact Hammarkullen is considering its existing 
unique qualities while it’s adaptable over time due to 
its dynamics and social life. The richness in culture, 
spaciousness and closeness to nature are seen as 
resources whilst the built environment and public space 
is developed in order to increase the quality and the 
intensity of  life in Hammarkullen. There is a powerful 
network between people, buildings and open spaces 
trough the design qualities leading to a stronger identity. 
It’s a kind, hospitable, safe and desirable area to live and 
work in for everyone.  
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INTERACTIONS
SERVICES DESIGN PUBLIC

 SPACE
ECONOMY MAINTENANCE SAFETY

-Lack of  social interactions 
-Cinema
-Barbeque 
-Basketball field
-Open air activities
-Cultural associations
-Urban farming
-Swimming pool
-Activities for young 
-Languages
-Relation between different 
ethical group 
-Loudness in the evening 
-Computer games

-Lack of  services 
-Grocery store
-Pizzeria/Resturant/Café
-Pharmacy
-Police
-Cable car
-Library 
-Shops
-Bank
-Youth centre
-Centre for refugees
-University
-Community building
-Supermarket
-No higher education               
opportunities 

-Trash bins 
-Lights
-Meeting places
-Bike track
-Night life
-Night design
-Street art
-Playground
-Benches
-Path 
-Park 
-Trees/greenery

-Link between busi-
ness life and unem-
ployed people 
-Support of  local 
business/ start-up 

-Trash in the staircases 
-Greenery
-Paths 
-Facades
-Durtiness and trash in 
Bredfjällsgatan
-No maintenance in the 
building 
-No public cleaning 
-Playground 

-Square in the night 
-Crime and Drags dealing in 
Hammarkulletorget 
-Gangs
-Staircases behind tram station
-Basketball field on Bredfjäll-
sgatan 
-Length of  the buildings you 
can’t avoid people when you 
walk
-Stop shooting
-Gender inequality 
-Motorcycle 
-The mountain near the main 
square 
-Bullying
-Stealing in the shops 
-Insecurity of  the basements of  
the buildings 
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open up buildings and creaTe inTeracTions 
wiThin Them

make each building unique

creaTe housing for everyone

BUILT STRUCTURE

New building with housing and 
facilities on first floor

Focus on facilities on first floor in existing building

New building mainly housing

Open up building adding balconies, 
semi private spaces and entrances

New building with housing and 
facilities on first floor

Focus on facilities on first floor in existing building

New building mainly housing

Open up building adding balconies, 
semi private spaces and entrances

Workshop’s result 

Workshop in the tram station
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- Lack of  social 
interactions 
- Cinema
- Barbecue 
- Basketball field
- Open air activities
- Cultural associations
- Urban farming
- Swimming pool
- Activities for young 
- Languages
- Relation between 
different ethnical group 
- Loudness in the evening 

- Lack of  services 
- Grocery store
- Pizzeria/Resturant/Café
- Pharmacy
- Police
- Cable car
- Library 
- Shops
- Bank
- Youth centre
- Centre for refugees
- Community building
- Supermarket
- No higher education               
opportunities 

- Trash bins 
- Lights
- Meeting places
- Bike track
- Night life
- Night design
- Street art
- Playground
- Benches
- Path 
- Park 
- Trees/greenery 

- Link between 
business life and 
unemployed 
people 
- Support of  
local business/ 
start-up

- Trash in the 
staircases 
- Greenery, 
paths,facades, 
playground
- Dirtiness and trash 
in Bredfjällsgatan
- No maintenance 
in the building 
- No public cleaning 

- Square in the night 
- Crime and drugs dealing
- Gangs
- Staircases behind tram 
station
- Basketball field 
- Length of  the buildings 
- Gender inequality 
- Mopeds speeding  
- The hill near the square 
- Bullying
- Thefts in the shops 
- Insecurity of  the buildings 
basements
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(e.g. pedestrian paths, bikes, public transportation)

(e.g. community building, activities, benches)

(e.g. new buildings, renovation)

(e.g. forest park, farming)



BREDFJÄLLSGATAN HAMMARKULLETORGET

SAFETY

PEACE!
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Backside, windy, boring, grey, but also central, vibrant, fun and 
colorful. The site north of  Bredfjällsgatan is changing between 
these feelings throughout the year. Unfortunately the first 
mentioned feelings are the ones that are the most present. During 
a few days in the beginning of  the summer the site becomes the 
core of  Hammarkullekarnevalen, full of  life and color, before 
returning back to its original empty state again. So why not 
make this positive energy and vibe more apparent through 
the whole year and use it as a resource and tool in order to 
improve the site?

- Open up the ground floors of  the four high-rise buildings
- Extend the sports hall with space for dance studios
- Flexible culture square adaptable for the carnival
- Football field in the summer, ice skating ring in the winter
- Terrace on the hill used both during sports and cultural events
- Small boxes used for sitting, some decorated with mosaic
- Improve the space between the buildings

Section through the square shows the height of  the 
new buildings, one of  the entrances to the square, 
the indoor outdoor food market and the extension 
of  the library. 

Section through the square shows the added floor on 
the building on the square, the underground parking 
and the seating on the hill. 

Section through the new culture and sports area in the northern 
part of  Bredfjällsgatan shows the football field, terraced seating, 
building extensions with opened ground floor and new design 
of  staircases inbetween the panel buildings.

The square, Hammarkullen’s important central node, is daily 
frequently used for grocery shopping, visiting the library or just 
crossing it on the way elsewhere. The square is used as an orientation 
reference point too and is the first part of  Hammarkullen to be 
seen when arriving by tram.

Even though the square today works as a meeting point and a 
centre for services and many people speak positively about it, it 
has problems. During the workshop it got a large amount of  
negative feedback. The main issue was that people felt unsafe 
there when it gets dark. Besides that, the square was called boring 
and empty. Furthermore, it does not feel like the central part as 
it actually is, and it is not enough defined nor has a clear centre 
and entrances. The proposal aims towards creating a vibrant 
place where people want to stay for a while.

- Ground floor with services, second floor with offices, dwellings
- Indoor outdoor food market
- Underground parking
- Outdoor games
- Extension of  the library and community centre
- Connecting the library, Folketshus and the café
- Open up the entré to Hammarkullestationen
- Extension of  the building for the kiosk
- New staircase with better overview increases the safe feeling
- Seating and additional stairs up the hill to activate the greenery
- Landscaped park with seating and lighting
- Playful square with different ground surfacing and colours
- Four storey residential building with ground floor facilities
- Five storey residential building
- Semi-private yard
- Playground
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During our interactions in Hammarkullen, 
two places were especially pointed out  by the 
people as places in need of  improvement; 
Hammarkulletorget and Bredfjällsgatan. 
Hammarkulletorget was also pointed out by 
many as the best place in Hammarkullen and 
the carnival that has its core at Bredfjällsgatan 
was mentioned as one of  the most positive 
things in Hammarkullen. Hence these two 
places evoke most feelings and have been 
our focus areas.
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Activities Activities

View over the square shows the park with the new residential 
building with services in the ground floor. In the right part of  
the picture, the seating on the hill and the stairs through the 
forest are shown, as well as a lookout tower on the top of  the 
hill.  

View over the square looking towards Hammarkullestationen. 
The extension for the kiosk and the library is shown, as well as 
the new staircase on the back of  the tram station. Landscaped 
greenery, lights and seating are highlighted to show their 
importance for creating vibrance and safety. 

Bredfjällsgatan, on the right we see the opened up 
ground floors of  the four high-rise buildings with 
new boxes for new cultural activities. On the street 
there is new seating decorated and personalized by 
the inhabitants. 

Cultural and sport activities in Bredfjällsgatan. New 
facilities like gym extension, football and basketball 
playground spark the liveliness of  the area, which 
now becomes a nice and safe place to visit all around 
the year.

Culture square

Path

Extended buildings

New buildings

Grass
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Trees

Existing buildings


